
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR SESSION 
APRIL 1, 1974 

 
 

 The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in a Regular Session in the 
Community Building, Salisbury, North Carolina, at 9 a.m.  The following members 
were present:  Chairman Eugene McCombs, Rufus Honeycutt, Dick Messinger, 
Lewis Sowers, and Charlie Walters. 
 
 Chairman McCombs called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.  
Upon a motion by Mr. Walters, seconded by Mr. Honeycutt, the Minutes of the 
meetings of March 4 and 18, 1974, were unanimously approved. 
 
 A letter was received from Mr. Larry Parrish, Mental Health Administrator, 
stating that one of the stipulations of receiving the DDSA grant is a letter from the 
Commissioners approving the Rowan Special Enrichment Center coming under the 
Tri-County Mental Health Center.  The County Manager reported that this letter 
has already been written as the deadline was April 1.  All that is needed is the 
approval of the Board.  Upon a motion by Mr. Walters, seconded by Mr. Messinger, 
approval was given for the Mental Health Center to assume administration of the 
Enrichment Center. 
 
 A letter was received from Clerk of Court, Francis Glover, concerning Mr. lee 
Casper, who operates the concession in the Courthouse.  Mr. Casper has been 
informed by a representative of the North Carolina State Commission for the blind 
that he must retire in June, 1974.  However, he has only completed four years of 
service as an employee of the State and needs one additional year of service to be 
eligible for retirement.  Mr. Glover has written the Commissioner requesting that 
Mr. Casper be granted an extension of employment in order to accumulate five 
years of service and be eligible for retirement benefits.  Mr. Glover asked that the 
Commissioners help in any way possible to keep Mr. Casper on for another year. 
 
 A letter was received from Mr. R. Curtis Ratcliff, Chairman of the Buncombe 
County Commissioners, introducing legislation to provide a homeowner, or 
homestead type of exemption from property taxes up to 50 percent. Upon a motion 
by Mr. Sowers, seconded by Mr. Messinger, it was unanimously decided to oppose 
this proposed bill to exempt property owners up to 50 percent if they own their 
home. 
  
 A letter was received from the Council of Governments recommending the 
establishment of a Regional Council on Aging.  It was suggested that someone be 
selected to represent the Commissioners at an organizational meeting.  Chairman 



McCombs suggested that Mrs. Addie R. Morris be asked to represent the 
Commissioners, or that she select someone else from the Rowan County Council on 
Aging to attend this meeting. 
 
 The following road petitions were unanimously approved upon a motion by 
Mr. Honeycutt, seconded by Mr. Sowers: 
 
 Faggart Circle – addition to the system 
 Linker Road – paving 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Messinger, seconded by Mr. Honeycutt the following 
transfers were unanimously approved:  Attached. 
 
 Glenn Trexler, Tax Collector, reported that the total collections for the month 
of March, 1974, were $112,115.77.  Upon a motion by Mr. Messinger, seconded by 
Mr. Walters, the Tax Collector was authorized to issue Beer & Wine Licenses for 
the periods of May 1, 1974 to April 30, 1975, and to collect the license taxes. 
  
 Chairman McCombs reported the interest received through March 31, 1974 
was as follows: 
 

General Fund $120,872.01 
School Fund 60,910.70 
School Building 48,605.97 
Debt Service 8,809.55 
Revenue Sharing 50,435.07 

Total $289,633.30 
 
Edwin Koontz, Director of the Department of Social Services, briefed the 
Commissioners on some of the problems that are coming up in the organization of 
the food stamp program, which is to go into effect July 1, 1974.  He does not feel 
that there is adequate space at the Department of Social Services to administer the 
program.  There will be a need for three full-time personnel to handle the work.  Mr. 
Koontz said the decision as to who should sell the stamps has not yet been made.  
Training sessions are to begin May 1.  Mr. Koontz has been visiting various counties 
in the State to see how they are operating their food stamp program.  Plans have 
not been completed; however, Mr. Koontz wanted to keep the Commissioners 
informed on the progress being made. 
 
 David Devine, Director of the Rowan Public Library, presented information 
concerning legislation that will enable the Library to become a department of 
Rowan County.  The Commissioners have the alternative of leaving the operation of 
the Library as it is presently administered with a board of trustees, or make it a 
regular County department with or without trustees, as defined in G.S. 153-14. 
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 The advantage of a County department would be making administration 
easier.  The Director would be working directly with the County Manager rather 
than with a board of six trustees.  There would be a disadvantage in that the 
Library could not maintain a distance from political factors. 
 
 To leave it as it is would continue the problem of inconvenience in convening 
the board.  However, it was felt that this was not as important as the political 
factors that could ensue if the Library were made a department of County 
government. 
 
 No decision was made at this time.  The matter is to be continued later in the 
meeting. 
 
 Mr. Messinger requested that the Commissioners go on record as being in 
favor of the water and sewer bonds.  He urged everyone to go out and vote 
tomorrow, April 2.  This election was set up especially for this purpose, and the 
Commissioners knew it would cost around $6,800.  However, they felt the issue was 
important and did not want it confused with other issues. 
 
 Mr. Messinger made a motion that all registered voters go out and vote 
tomorrow.  Mr. Walters seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. 
 
 Chairman McCombs apologized that none of the Commissioners were able to 
attend the water and sewer meeting held in Enochville on March 30.  They were 
notified of the meeting on March 29.  Having made other plans weeks in advance, 
they were unable to attend. 
 
 The following persons made up a delegation from Morgan School concerning 
the proposal to close the school: 
 
 Representative Ken Owen  Mrs. Clifford Russell, Ch. 
 Ed Cook     Mrs. Donald Morgan 
 W. W. Misenheimer   Mrs. Clye Arey 
 G.A. Lowman    Mrs. G.W. Honbarger 
 Mott Price     Mrs. Charles Latham 
 
 Mr. Lowman, President of the PTA, was spokesman for the group. 
 
 The Board of Education plans to close this school in the near future and send 
the students to Rockwell and Granite Quarry.  Students would have to travel 16 
miles from High Rock to Rockwell and about the same distance from St. Mattews to 
Granite Quarry.  This would mean a trip of 1 ½ hours each way, and the parents 
feel this is unnecessary. 
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 Mr. Lowman took the reasons given him by the School Board and presented 
arguments for each. 
 
 The Commissioners sympathize with the group.  Chairman McCombs stated, 
however, that they do not make the decision to close the schools.  He suggested that 
they continue their efforts to keep the school open and wished them success. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Walters, seconded by Mr. Messinger, the following 
refunds were unanimously approved: 
 
 Goshen Land, Inc. - $57.90 
 James W. McCurdy - $7.90 
 
 Wallace Peeler, Tax Supervisor, suggested a computer program whereby 
revaluation could be put on a computer and updated every year if desired.  This 
program was designed for Mecklenburg County by the Hauser Corporation.  This 
Corporation has offered this program to the Centralina Council of Governments for 
a price of $25,000.  Each county has been asked to pay a part of this cost.  Rowan 
County’s part would be an estimated $4,008.  Mr. Messinger made a motion that 
these softwares be purchased with the funds coming from Contingencies.  Mr. 
Honeycutt seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. 
 
 A request was received from Sheriff Stirewalt that travel expenses be paid to 
Deputy Sara Potts.  As there is no permanent Jail Matron at present, Deputy Potts 
is called during the night to come to the jail and search female prisoners.  Since 
January 15, Deputy Potts has traveled 407 miles in performance of these duties.  
Sheriff Stirewalt requested that she be paid $44.77 reimbursement for this travel. 
 
 Upon a motion from Mr. Messinger, seconded by Mr. Honeycutt, this request 
was unanimously approved.  The funds for this travel will come from Account 5456, 
travel and conveying prisoners. 
 
 The following new personnel were unanimously approved upon a motion by 
Mr. Honeycutt, seconded by Mr. Messinger: 
 
 Marjorie DeBerry, Secretary $436/month 
 Zelma L. Alston  - Eligibility Specialist $548/month 
 Jane K. Peeler – Clerk County Manager - $378/month 
 Emily K. Seamon – Social Worker $687/month 
 Betty C. Kluttz – Tax Clerk  $328/month 
 John A. Lowery – Social Work Supervisor $905/month 
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 The County Attorney reported that a $1,500 bid has been received on the 
property of Marvin Upright on which the County has a welfare lien.  Mr. Sowers 
moved that this property be sold at public auction with the bidding to start at 
$1,500.  Mr. Honeycutt seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. 
 
 As the 1974-75 budget must be adopted prior to July 1, 1974, this year, the 
County Manager has suggested May 13-16 for budget hearings.  The public hearing 
would be held on June 3.  The Commissioners accepted this suggestion. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Honeycutt, seconded by Mr. Walters, a resolution to 
annex property of the Rowan County Leased Housing Corporation into the 
Kannapolis Sanitary District was unanimously approved. (attached) 
  
 Mr. W.A. Hannah, Jr., Rowan County Housing Authority has invited the 
Commissioners to a luncheon meeting at the Quality Court Restaurant on April 2. 
 
 The administration of the Rowan Public Library was further discussed in 
consideration of Mr. Devine’s remarks earlier in the meeting.  Mr. Walters made a 
motion to continue the administration of the Library as it is at the present.  Mr. 
Sowers seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. 
 
 The following bids were received for one automobile for the Juvenile 
Department 
 
 City Motor Co.  2,759.50 
 Aaron Chevrolet  3,009.82 
 Foil Motor Co.  3,176.59 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Honeycutt, seconded by Mr. Messinger the bid was 
awarded to City Motor Company for $2,759.50. 
 
 The following persons were appointed to the Rowan County Planning Board 
upon a motion by Mr. Messinger, seconded by Mr. Honeycutt: 
 
 Newton Cohen (re-appointed) 
 Bill Cowart (re-appointed) 
 Gene Eagle (replaces Lamar Weant) 
 
 The date of April 21, 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. has been tentatively set for open house 
at the North Kannapolis Jail. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Sowers, seconded by Mr. Honeycutt, the lease to Mr. 
William Murdoch on the barns at the County home was renewed for $175. 
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 Mr. Murdoch reported that the Brawley property was purchased on Friday, 
March 29.  A bill of $390 has been received from Mr. Clarence Kluttz for legal 
services.  This is to be paid from Revenue Sharing funds allocated to the Library. 
 
 Mr. Sowers reported that the preparations are being made to purchase the 
property on Liberty Street from Mr. Leo Wallace for $55,000.  The County Attorney 
is preparing the deed for a fee of $337.  Mr. Sowers made a motion that the funds 
for this purpose be taken from unappropriated surplus, revenue sharing funds.  Mr. 
Messinger seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Messinger, seconded by Mr. Walters, Chairman 
McCombs was authorized to release the welfare lien on the property of Edna 
Harrison upon receipt of the proceeds of the sale from the City of Salisbury. 
 
 Mr. Sowers received permission to continue negotiations on property near the 
Courthouse for parking space. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Pamela M. Ribelin, Clerk 


