
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR SESSION 
JANUARY 5, 1976 

 
 

 The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in Regular Session in the 
Community Building, Salisbury, NC at 9:00 a.m.  The following members were 
present:  Chairman Rufus Honeycutt, Eugene McCombs, Charlie Walters, Hall 
Steele and Bob Mauldin. 
  
 Chairman Honeycutt called the meeting to order and Mr. McCombs opened 
with prayer. 
 
 Mr. Steele moved to approve the minutes of December 1, 1975 and Mr. 
Mauldin seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 Mr. Steele told the Commissioners that the approximate amount of proposed 
reimbursement from the State for the space being used in the Farm and Health 
Center by the Social Services Department is $3,000.  He said the State is not 
pleased with the small amount of space and will take another look at it in the 
spring and will then determine if they will make reimbursements. 
 
 A letter was received from T.M. Stanback thanking the Commissioners for 
their resolution and plaque presented to him upon his retirement from the Parks 
and Recreation Commission. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Mauldin, seconded by Mr. McCombs, the following 
resolution received from the Salisbury-Rowan Community Service Council was 
approved: 
 
 We the Rowan County Board of Commissioners hereby authorize the 
Salisbury-Rowan Community Service Council, Inc. to apply for funds and to operate 
as a Public Housing Agency representing this Board of Commissioners pursuant to 
Section VIII existing Housing of section 213 (c) of the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974. 
 
 We further authorize the County Clerk to affix the Rowan County Seal 
certifying the above action taken in a Board meeting held on January 5, 1976. 
 
A request from the Parks and Recreation Commission to have Mr. Harold Moses, 
Chief of the State Recreation/Park Consultation Services prepare a salary study of 
park personnel at no cost to the County was approved upon a motion by Mr. 
Walters, seconded by Mr. Steele. 



  
 The following road petitions were approved upon a motion by Mr. Mauldin, 
seconded by Mr. Steele:  Attached. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. McCombs, seconded by Mr. Mauldin with unanimous 
approval, $10,000 was transferred from Revenue Sharing, Landfill, to account 6546 
repairs and equipment, landfill. 
 
 Tax Collector, Glenn Trexler, reported a total of $2,339,957.61 from all 
sources was collected in December. 
 
 Mr. McCombs reported the following interest collected as of December on 
money appropriated but not yet spent: 
 

School Fund $25,551.53 
School Building 1,945.76 
General Fund 45,910.02 
Revenue Sharing 13,690.61 
Debt Service 3,630.49 
Tech Bonds 62,231.05 

Total $152,959.46 
 
 Robert Gunn, Fire Marshal, presented the Commissioners with a request to 
extend the boundaries from three to four miles on the request of the following fire 
districts: 
 
 Mt. Ulla   East Gold Hill 
 Bear Poplar   Scotch Irish  
 Centenary   West Rowan  
 Ellis Cross Country Gold Hill Township 
 
 Mr. Gunn also presented a request for adjustments in the boundaries of the 
following: 
 
 South Salisbury  Rowan Franklin 
 Union    Liberty 
 Miller Ferry   Bostian Heights 
 Woodleaf 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Steele, seconded by Mr. Mauldin, these were approved.  
(attached). 
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 Upon a motion by Mr. Steele seconded by Mr. McCombs, it was approved that 
the boundaries of the South Salisbury Fire District coincide with the new City 
Limits of Salisbury. 
 
 Mr. McCombs reported on a meeting with Comfort Contractors, Harvey 
Construction Company, James Kluttz, architect and his engineer concerning the 
fiscal responsibility for the repair of a break in the oil line at the New Health 
Center.  No determination of responsibility could be determined so Mr. McCombs 
suggested that Comfort Contractors pay one half of the bill and Harvey 
Construction Company and the County split the other half.  The County portion 
would be $229.  All concerned agreed. 
 
 Dick Hardesty, Chairman of the board of Elections again appealed to the 
Commissioners to purchase voting machines.  He said it would take 60 to 90 days 
for delivery, so if ordered by July 1, they would be here for the general election.  He 
said it would take a minimum of ninety machines if some precincts were adjusted or 
a maximum of one hundred twenty-five if they remained the same.  He also said 
that he would like to have at least ten machines by May for demonstration 
purposes.  The Commissioners told him that they would have to wait and see what 
revenues will be available for 1976-77 before they could give him an answer. 
  
 Mr. and Mrs. Irving Lingle appeared before the Commissioners to request 
that their property be removed from the South Salisbury Fire Department District.  
They said that they believed that they were over the four mile limit of the District 
and that there was a fire hydrant from the Town of Faith on their property within 
300 feet of their house.  Clarence Kluttz explained to them the procedure they must 
follow according to GS 69-21.11 (2), the district.  Robert Gunn, Fire Marshall, will 
work with them to get this done. 
 
 Doug Tennant, Architect for the New County Office Building, presented 
completed drawings and specifications to the Commissioners.  He requested that 
the building site be included in the Central Business District in order to place the 
building five feet nearer the front property line.  This request was granted.  He 
discussed a request from Jean Ramsey, Register of Deeds, to put additional outside 
doors in her vaults or rearrange a vault and put in a corridor to an outside door for 
lawyers to have access to records at night and week-ends without having to go 
through her office.  This request was denied as Mrs. Ramsey could control access to 
the vaults on an individual basis.  Mr. Tennant discussed a change from his original 
drawings that would put the IBM Department on the second floor and delete the 
basement altogether.  This would result in a savings of from $100,000 to $150,000. 
He would bid the basement as an alternate.  This was approved.  Upon completion 
of his review of the plans, Mr. Mauldin moved that Mr. Tennant be allowed to 
advertise for bids to be received on January 29, 1976 and to be awarded on 
February 2, 1976.  Mr. McCombs seconded with unanimous approval. 
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 Wallace Peeler, Tax Supervisor, requested the following tax refunds: 
  
 Mary H. Jones - $5.70 
 Raymond E. Morgan - $1.51 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. McCombs, seconded by Mr. Steele, these refunds were 
granted. 
 
 Mr. Peeler requested that he be allowed to use the same farm use values as 
were used last year.  He stated that there had been little or no change.  This request 
was approved upon a motion by Mr. McCombs, seconded by Mr. Mauldin.  
(attached) 
 
 The following personnel were approved upon a motion by Mr. McCombs, 
seconded by Mr. Steele: 
 
 Eugenia B. Huneycutt-Cottage Parent $538/month 
 Wayne L. Lambert – Deputy $609/month 
 
 The following Board appointments were approved upon a motion and 
seconded by the Commissioners listed by each appointment: 
 

1. Historic Properties:  Mr. Steele and Mr. Mauldin 
Three year terms 
Mrs. Clayton Davis 
Mr. Claude Pickett 
 

2. Salisbury/Rowan Good Neighbor Council:  Mr. Mauldin & Mr. Steele 
Three year terms 
Mrs. Hayden Clement 
 

3. Airport Board:  Mr. Mauldin & Mr. Steele 
Three year terms 
Mr. John Frazier 
Mr. Ben Kistler 
Mr. Jimmy Miller 
 

4. Board of Health:  Mr. McCombs & Mr. Mauldin 
Three year terms 
Mrs. W.L. Fink 
Dr. Steve Thurston 
Mr. D.A. Thompson 
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5. Salisbury Planning Board:  Mr. Steele & Mr. Mauldin 
Three Year terms 
Mr. Greer Goodman 
 

6. Tri-County Mental Health:  Mr. Walters & Mr. Mauldin 
Mr. Clyde Fahnestock 
Mrs. Bonnie White 
 

The appointments to the Parks and Recreation Commission were postponed until 
February as they are re-writing their by-laws. 
 
 A letter from Dick Hardesty, Chairman of the Board of Elections, was 
received requesting that funds received by the County for conducting the municipal 
elections be disbursed in the following manner:  $1,902.72 be paid Mrs. Marjorie 
DeBerry, executive secretary; $479.97 be paid himself as Chairman of the Board; 
and $359.97 be paid each to Mrs. Elizabeth Wuamett and Mr. Herman Beaver as 
Board members.  After discussing the request, Mr. Walters moved that action be 
deferred until the February meeting.  Mr. Steele seconded with unanimous 
approval. 
 
 A refund in the amount of $7.00 for unused garbage tickets to Winn-Dixie 
Warehouse, Charlotte, NC was approved upon a motion by Mr. McCombs and 
seconded by Mr. Steele. 
 
 The County Manager informed the Commissioners that Mr. and Mrs. John 
Anderson of Morganton are interested in selling a piece of property at 124 W. Kerr 
Street.  This property, 32’ x 150’ borders on the site for the new county office 
building.  The Commissioners asked the Manager to contact the Andersons for a 
price quotation on the property. 
 
 A bill off $438.18 for the Special Deputy Christmas Part was approved to be 
paid from Account #4591 upon a motion of Mr. Steele and seconded by Mr. Walters. 
 
 At this time, the Chairman entertained a motion to go into Executive Session 
with Mr. Rowe McNeely, Agricultural Extension Chairman, Mr. Paul Dew, District 
Director, North Carolina Agricultural Extension Service, and Mr. Millard R. Rich, 
Jr. Deputy Attorney General, to discuss a personnel problem with the local office.  
Mr. McCombs made the motion seconded by Mr. Steele with unanimous approval. 
 
 Upon completion of the executive session, Mr. Walters moved that the Board 
reconvene in Regular Session.  This was seconded by Mr. Steele with unanimous 
approval.  The Chairman then reconvened the Regular Session and Mr. Steele 
moved that the Board concur in the recommendation of the Agricultural Extension 
Service that the employee in question be granted a public hearing before any action 
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be taken in the case.  Mr. McCombs seconded with unanimous approval.  The 
Agricultural Extension Service will make arrangements for the hearing and notify 
all people concerned. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Walters, seconded by Mr. Steele, joint resolutions with 
the County and the towns of Cleveland, Granite Quarry, Spencer, East Spencer, and 
Faith for County enforcement of the Sedimentation Control Ordinance were 
unanimously passed.  (attached) 
 
 As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
       Glenda Earnhardt, Clerk 


