
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR SESSION 
JULY 6, 1976 

 
 

 The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in a Regular Session in the 
Community Building, Salisbury, North Carolina at 9:00 a.m.  The following 
members were present:  Chairman Rufus Honeycutt, Eugene McCombs, Hall Steele 
and Charlie Walters.  Bob Mauldin was absent. 
 
 Chairman Honeycutt called the meeting to order and expressed his thanks 
that this Board had the opportunity to begin the third one hundred years of our 
Country’s independence.  At the conclusion of his prayer, he invited all present to 
join him in The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. McCombs, seconded by Mr. Steele, the minutes of June 
7, 21 and July 1 were approved. 
 
 A letter was read from the Mayor of China Grove, Gilbert Mesimer, 
requesting a meeting with the Commissioners, the officials of China Grove and 
Landis to discuss areas of mutual concern.  He asked that the meeting be either 
July 26 or 27 at 7:30 p.m. in the Community Building.  Monday night, July the 26th 
was chosen as the time for the meeting and the Mayor will be notified. 
 
 Rivers Lawther, Attorney, representing Bill Hannah, requested that Aggrey 
Avenue in the White Rock Community be permanently closed.  The reason being 
that the adjoining lots are not large for septic tank systems.  They will be combined 
into larger lots which will include the road.  Upon a motion by Mr. Walters, 
seconded by Mr. Steele, a resolution was unanimously passed stating the intent of 
the Commissioners to close Aggery Avenue and a public hearing will be held on 
August 2, 1976.  (attached) 
 
 A Mrs. Cook from the White Hill Community requested that the 
Commissioners take some action on a noise problem originating from Rainbow Lake 
which disturbed the whole neighborhood.  Clarence Kluttz explained the County’s 
position in that it has no ordinance controlling loud noises because such an 
ordinance would be too loose to stand up in court or so complicated that it would 
take trained personnel with instruments to administer it.  He suggested that the 
residents get a restraining order prohibiting the noise.  Mrs. Cook said that they 
could not afford the legal fees involved.  Chairman Honeycutt suggested that a 
letter be written from the Commissioners requesting that Mr. Furr, owner of 
Rainbow Lake keep the noise level down so as not to disturb the neighborhood.  If 
this did not work they would consider an ordinance at the August meeting. 



 
 Upon the motion of Mr. McCombs, seconded by Mr. Steele, a road petition to 
add Pecan Lane to the state system was unanimously approved. 
 
 Bill Hannah, Chairman of the Rowan County Housing Authority, requested 
that the Commissioners appoint Sonny Carpenter as an additional member of the 
Authority.  The Commissioners told him they would check by-laws setting up the 
Authority and if possible make the appointment on July 26. 
 
 Mr. McCombs reported the following interest collected as of June 30, 1976, on 
money appropriated but not yet spent: 
 

General Fund  $128,888.42 
School Fund 51,594.29 
School Building 1,945.76 
Debt Service 9,028.53 
Revenue Sharing 34,085.46 
Tech Bonds 71,619.21 

Total $297,161.67 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Steele, seconded by Mr. Walters, the 1976-77 Budget 
Ordinance was unanimously adopted.  (attached) 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. McCombs, seconded by Mr. Steele with unanimous 
approval, all taxes collected that are two years or older will go to the general fund 
as provided by G.S. 159-27. 
 
 A new audit contract with Sherill and Smith was approved upon a motion by 
Mr. Walters, seconded by Mr. Steele. 
 
 Glenn Trexler, Tax Collector, reported a total of $786,501.68 in taxes was 
collected in June.  The total collected for the year was $4,565,108.38 or 96.478% of 
the levy. 
 
 Mr. Frank Cranor of North Carolina Deferred Compensation Inc., briefed the 
Commissioners on a plan whereby employees can put aside a portion of their 
salaries to be invested and not pay Federal or State income tax on it until it is 
drawn out of their account.  Mr. McCombs suggested that a letter be written to the 
department heads to find out if enough employees would be interested to make the 
program feasible. 
 
 Mrs. Linda Anderson, Regional Coordinator for NC Council on the Status of 
Women, presented twenty-five names of people who said they would like to serve on 
the County Council.  Upon a motion by Mr. McCombs, seconded by Mr. Walters, all 
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twenty-five were appointed.  (List attached).  Mrs. Anderson said they would meet 
on July 19 to elect officers and set up their by-laws subject to approval by the 
Commissioners. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Steele, seconded by Mr. McCombs, the following new 
personnel were approved: 
 
 Margaret Hart – Maid $378/month 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Walters, seconded by Mr. Steele, the number of 
members on the Parks and Recreation Board was increased by three and the 
following people appointed: 
 
  Curtis Graham 3 yrs. 
  Fred Ponder 2 yrs. 
  Jake Walton 1 yr. 
 
 Due to the format used to make up the Library budget for this year, funds to 
support the branch libraries were omitted.  Upon the suggestion by the County 
Manager, Mr. McCombs moved that the Library use funds provided for other 
activities to support the branch libraries.  Mr. Steele seconded with unanimous 
approval. 
 
 The City of Salisbury has condemned the Old Brawley house next to the 
Library and it has to be removed by July 28.  Some interest has been expressed by 
the Historic Salisbury Foundation to move the house to another site.  If this does 
not occur, the house will have to be demolished.  Three bids have been received to 
demolish, remove and fill in basement area.  They are as follows: 
 
  Bodford Bros. Const. Co.  $3,300 
  Henry Davis Waker, Jr.  $3,700 
  W.A. Kepley Grading  $1,380 
 
 Mr. Steele moved that the low bid be accepted and the money would come 
from contingencies.  Mr. Walters seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 Chairman Honeycutt closed the meting in order to go into executive session 
to discuss action to be taken in the case of  E. C. Short with Mr. Paul Dew, District 
Director, North Carolina Agricultural Service, Mr. Millard Rich, Deputy Attorney 
General and Mr. Rowe McNeely, County Agent. 
 
 Chairman Honeycutt opened the meeting after the discussion.  Mr. Steele 
moved that the Commissioners concur with the findings of the N.C. Agricultural 
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Service to discharge Mr. Short from the Service as of the 13th day of August, 1976.  
Mr. Walters seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned until 7:30 p.m., 
July 26, 1976. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
      Glenda Earnhardt, Clerk 


