
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

SPECIAL MEETING 
MARCH 14, 1977 

 
 

 The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in a Special Meeting in the 
Community Building, Salisbury, North Carolina at 7:30 p.m.  The following 
members were present:  Chairman Rufus Honeycutt, Hall Steele, Bob Mauldin, 
Paul Smith and Dr. John Wear. 
 
 Present and representing the Board of Elections were the following:  
Elizabeth Wuamett, Chairman, Herman Beaver, Marjorie DeBerry and Patricia 
Nelson. 
 
 Mrs. Wuamett opened the meeting and introduced Russell M. Sloss and John 
W. Hurd from Computer Election Systems who demonstrated the CES voting 
machine. 
 
 Mr. Hurd demonstrated how the voting booth is set up and how a person 
votes by the punch card system.  The voting booth is lightweight, portable and 
small. 
 
 Mr. Sloss explained how to operate precinct ballot counter.  He stated that 
his company would train election workers on the use of this device. 
 
 The CES system is presently used countywide in Forsyth and for absentee 
ballots in Mecklenburg, Wake and Buncombe counties in North Carolina. 
 
 Mr. Ed O’Day was introduced to demonstrate the Gyrex voting machine.  
This type machine is a mark reader and the voting is done on paper ballots which 
will cost approximately $.03 each to print.  This system is used countywide in 
Brunswick County, North Carolina. 
 
 The Board of Elections had met previously with these two companies and 
discussed the systems and their recommendation was the CES voting machine. 
 
 However, the Commissioners would like public opinion and asked Mrs. 
Wuamett and Mrs. DeBerry, if possible, to have the two firms set up machines on 
May 3rd in one or more volunteer fire departments where elections will be held or to 
set up a mock election at one of the Malls.  This would provide ample test of the 
machines and get public reaction. 
 
 As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
      Glenda Earnhardt, Clerk 
      Board of Rowan County Commissioners 


