
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR SESSION 
FEBRUARY 7, 1977 

 
 

 The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in Regular Session in the 
Community Building, Salisbury, North Carolina at 1:00 p.m.  The following 
members were present:  Chairman Rufus Honeycutt, Hall Steele, Bob Mauldin, 
Paul Smith and Dr. John Wear. 
 
 Chairman Honeycutt called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.  He 
said he personally enjoyed the lunch at the Board of Elections today. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Steele and seconded by Mr. Mauldin, the minutes of 
January 4 and January 10, 1977 were unanimously approved. 
 
 Mr. Smith had suggested that print out sheets be made on the monthly 
reports showing present month, the previous month and year to date.  This was 
discussed and Chairman Honeycutt asked Mr. Murdoch and Mr. Smith to get with 
Jim Sides, Data Processing Supervisor, to see if the monthly reports can be worked 
out this way and what the cost would be. 
 
 A check in the amount of $2,485.65 representing the balance of money 
remaining from the Bicentennial funds was enclosed with a letter from James B. 
Lloyd, Chairman Bicentennial Commission, requesting that this money be used 
toward the restoration of Kerr Mill.  Upon a motion from Mr. Smith and seconded 
by Mr. Mauldin, approval was given for the $2,485.65 check received from the 
Bicentennial Commission to be put in Kerr Mill Restoration fund. 
 
 Mr. Lloyd also requested that Luther Sowers be commissioned to design and 
make a permanent plaque for Kerr Mill for the remaining Rowan County 
Bicentennial medallions. 
 
 A letter was read from J. Fred Corriher, Jr., Executive Vice President, Linn-
Corriher Corporation, requesting that the construction of a dressing room for the 
physical education program at Landis Junior High School be postponed for a few 
years until such time that a more comprehensive building might be built to include 
both dressing rooms and gymnasium  and other facilities.  Mr. Smith said he would 
be attending the School Board meeting tonight and would get their feelings on this. 
 
 A letter was received from Jim Sides, Data Processing Supervisor, requesting 
approval to place on order a medium configuration IBM System/3 model 12.  MR. 



Mauldin moved to approve the rental of the model 12 with a second from Mr. Steele.  
The vote was unanimous. 
 
 Glenn Trexler gave the following report on collections for the month of 
January 1977: 
 

Rowan County $1,002,773.86 
City of Salisbury 676,455.02 
East Spencer 10,229.64 
Kannapolis Sanitary District 13,433.46 
South Salisbury Fire District 4,558.43 
Franklin Fire District 5,626.16 
Poole Town Fire District  498.85 
Mt. Mitchell Fire District 534.29 

Total $1,714,179.71 
 
 Upon a motion from Mr. Steele and seconded by Mr. Mauldin, it was 
approved for the date of the tax lien sale to be set for the first Monday in June. 
  
 Mr. Trexler requested permission to destroy the following records in the Tax 
Collectors Office: 
 

1. Auditors copies of tax account paid prior to January 1, 1967. 
2. Unpaid receipts prior to January 1, 1967. 
3. Daily print-out reports prior to January 1, 1967 
4. Copies of Schedule “B” Beer and Wine licenses issued prior to July 1, 

1966. 
5. Relief order (abatement) records prior to January 1, 1967. 
6. Ledger cards for years 1956-65 including city. 

 
     Mr. Mauldin moved to approve the destruction of the above named records under 
authority granted in Section 121-5, 132-3 and 132-8 of the General Statues of North 
Carolina.  Mr. Steele seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 Mrs. Addie Rhem Morris, Chairman, Council on Aging, came before the 
Commissioners to discuss the needs of this agency and what direction to take in 
order to fulfill the needs of the elderly in Rowan County. 
 
 Mr. Smith moved to support Mrs. Morris’ proposal for funding under Title III 
for an outreach program for the aging and to appropriate $445 in cash for the local 
share matching and to furnish the office space for the local in-kind share.  Mr. 
Steele seconded with unanimous approval. 
 



 Stamey Carter, Sherrill & Smith, presented some amendment to the 1975-76 
audit report to eliminate over-expended balances.  Mr. Mauldin moved to approve 
these changes and Mr. Steele seconded.  The vote was unanimous.  (Attached) 
 
 Mr. Smith moved to approve an amendment to the Board of Education’s 
1975-76 budget to eliminate over-expended line items.  Mr. Steele seconded with 
unanimous approval.   
 
 Dr. Wear moved to approve the audit report for the year ended June 30, 1976.  
Mr. Steele seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 Mr. Carter submitted the following suggestions for information and 
consideration: 
 

1. The IBM program be worked out to establish a perpetual control on all 
fixed properties reflecting cost and location of individual items. 

2. An inventory was taken as of June 30, 1976, of merchandise for resale in 
the Nature Center, Concession Stands and the Campground store at the 
parks.  It will be necessary to take another inventory at June 30, 1977 and 
each year thereafter in order to determine the annual gross profit of these 
sales. 

3. There are three departments depositing funds collected by them each 
month in separate departmental bank accounts and then at the end of the 
month these funds are transferred by check to the General Fund.  It was 
suggested that these checks also require the signature of the County 
Finance Officer as well as the department head. 

4. The balance of $267.59 left in the R. Lee Wright Memorial Fund be spent. 
5. The Kerr Mill Restoration funds be deposited in a separate investment 

account at interest in order to accumulate whatever rate of return may be 
obtainable. 

6. Suggested that since the reappraisal reserve fund has accumulated 
$90,000 at June 30, 1976, that consideration be given to the possibility 
that the funds might be invested in Federal Securities that might produce 
a great rate of interest than presently obtainable otherwise. 

 
          Leslie Lee, Civil Preparedness Director, came before the Commissioners to 
give a summary on the energy crisis in Rowan county.  He said the Civil 
preparedness office has been providing oil distributors with Form 17 which is a 
request for a supplier or an increase in his product; has been working with oil 
companies to secure fuel oil and kerosene from the state set aside fuels; helping 
companies with forms to secure fuel oil and propane gas and taking spot checks 
from distributors on their supplies on hand. 
 



 Mr. Smith moved to approve Mr. Lee’s request that the Commissioners ask 
the public to cut back on night activities where buildings have to be heated, to 
request all householders to cut their thermostats back, and to request businesses to 
cut their hours of work week, that is, close early and open later for the next 30 days.  
Mr. Steele seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 Robert Gunn, Rowan County Fire Marshall, cam to present several fire 
district boundaries and a request for a special election to levy a fire tax. 
 
 Upon a motion of Commissioner Steele, seconded by Commissioner Mauldin, 
the following resolution was adopted: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of 
Rowan County that the following Fire District Boundaries were adopted: 
 
  Atwell    Millers Ferry 
  Bostian Heights   Rowan-Franklin 
  Centenary    Scotch Irish 
  East Gold Hill   South Salisbury 
  Ellis Cross Country  Union 
  Enochville    West Liberty 
  Gold Hill Township  West Rowan  
  Mt. Ulla-Bear Poplar  Woodleaf 
 
 Upon motion of Mr. Steele, seconded by Mr. Smith, resolutions calling for a 
special election for purpose of submitting the question of levying and collecting a 
special tax on all taxable property in said district for the purpose of providing fire 
protection to the following districts was approved: 
 
  Enochville 
  Gold Hill Township 
  Ellis Cross Country 
  Union Fire District 
  Miller Ferry 
 
 Upon a motion of Mr. Mauldin, seconded by Dr. Wear, the following road 
petition was approved: 
 
 SR2565- Dead End Road off Carter Loop 
 
 Due to the energy crisis and Governor Hunt’s suggestion of a short work 
week in order to reduce the amount of gas and/or oil consumed, Mr. Murdoch 
recommended that the County work a 4 ½ day work week from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 



p.m. with 45 minutes for lunch Monday through Thursday and from 8:00 a.m. to 
12:00 noon at Friday and cut the thermostat back to 55 degrees Friday at noon. 
 
 Dr. Wear moved to approve these work hours for the County until such time 
as the energy crisis is over.  Mr. Mauldin seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
A letter from Charlie Walters, Chairman, Parks and Recreation Commission, asked 
that favorable consideration be given the construction of a second building at the 
nature center in Dan Nicholas Park for fiscal year 1977-78. 
 
 Glenn E. Ketner, Jr., Attorney, wrote a letter on behalf of Tamarac Marina, 
Inc. requesting that the county ordinance which prohibits the sale of beer and wine 
in parts of the county on Sunday be revised to allow the sale of beer and wine on 
Sundays. 
 
 Upon a motion of R. L. Mauldin, seconded by Hall Steele, the board voted 
unanimously to repeal the ordinance enacted 9/15/71 prohibiting the sale of wine or 
beer on Sundays and voted to allow sales of malt beverages and wine commencing 
at 1:00 p.m. on Sundays in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 18A-33(a) of 
the General Statutes of North Carolina. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Mauldin, the following new 
personnel were approved: 
 
 James F. Kiker- Deputy Sheriff $638/month effective 1/3/77 
 Kevin D. McDanial – Deputy Sheriff $609/month effective 1/17/77 
 Dorothy P. Yount- Public Health Nurse $406/month effective 1/4/77 
 
 The following refunds were approved upon a motion of Mr. Steele and 
seconded by Mr. Mauldin: 
 
 D. L. Peterson, Jr. $15.48 
 James Robertson Jones - $5.50 
 Freddy Weaver - $5.00 
 Joseph Clifford Stevenson- $20.00 
  
 Upon a motion by Dr. Wear and seconded by Mr. Smith, unanimous approval 
was given for the amendment of the Council of Governments Charter as proposed in 
Item VI per Chairman Robert Randall’s memorandum of January 14, 1977. 
 
 Mr. Murdoch explained what the anti-recession funds were and 
recommended that the $12,659 received by Rowan County so far be applied to 
interest on general debt.  Mr. Smith moved to approve this recommendation and 
Mr. Mauldin seconded with unanimous approval. 



 
 Upon a motion by Dr. Wear, Matt Thompson was appointed to the Granite 
Quarry Advisory Board as requested by the Granite Quarry Town Board of 
Aldermen and Planning Board.  Mr. Mauldin seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 Dr. Wear recommended the re-appointment of Jake Fisher, Carl Sloop and 
Richard Brinkley to the parks and recreation commission.  Mr. Smith recommended 
Sara Singer and Mr. Mauldin recommended Roy Deyton to serve on this 
Commission.  A written ballot was taken and Carl Sloop and Richard Brinkly were 
reappointed with Roy Deyton approved as a new member to the Commission. 
 
 Mr. Murdoch gave the following interest report for January 31, 1977: 
  

General Fund $49,607.33 
Revenue Sharing 14,286.50 
Debt Service 575.54 

Total $64,469.37 
 
 Melvin Morgan called Friday and said the interagency council will have a 
conference in Boone, North Carolina on March 17 and 18 and they would like for 
Reverend Long to attend.  Mr. Steele moved to approve this request and underwrite 
the registration fee, hotel fee, travel and food for two days for Reverend Long.  Mr. 
Mauldin seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 Mr. Murdoch announced that the Commissioners are to meet with the Rowan 
Municipal and county Planning Board for a dinner meeting on February 28, 1977. 
 
 This is Clarence Kluttz’s 20th year as County Attorney.  Chairman Honeycutt 
said a letter of appreciation will be sent to him. 
 
 As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 
     Glenda Earnhardt, Clerk 
     Board of Commissioners 


