
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR SESSION 
APRIL 4, 1977 

 
 

 The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in Regular Session in the 
Community Building, Salisbury, North Carolina, at 1:00 p.m.  The following 
members were still present:  Chairman Rufus Honeycutt, Hall Steele, Bob Mauldin, 
Paul Smith and Dr. John Wear. 
 
 Chairman Honeycutt called the meeting to order and opened with prayer. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Steele and seconded by Mr. Mauldin, the minutes of 
March 7, 1977 and March 14, 1977 were approved as written. 
 
 Chairman Honeycutt read a notice of public hearing on an ordinance revising 
the Rowan County Planning Board. 
 
 Ray Hayworth, Director, Rowan Municipal and County Planning Board, 
discussed the difference between the way the Board was previously set up and as 
re-established in the new ordinance. 
 
 The revisions would cause the term of office to expire on December 31 rather 
than March 31 and would provide for planning board representation at large.  
Planning Board representation now requires membership from the North 
Kannapolis Street Planning Committee.  Representation from this area of Rowan 
County would no longer be limited to the North Kannapolis Street Planning 
Committee by this amendment. 
 
 Upon a motion by Dr. Wear and seconded by Mr. Smith, the ordinance 
revising the Rowan County Planning Board was unanimously approved.  (Attached) 
 
 Jim Sides, IBM Supervisor, came before the Commissioners upon request of 
Mr. Smith to discuss generating the monthly reports on the computer system.  Mr. 
Sides said he didn’t believe much could be done about the narrative reports from the 
Health Department and Department of Social Services.  He felt that maybe 
something could be worked out for the reports from the County Dog Warden, 
Building and Electrical Inspection Departments, Veterans Service Office and 
Sheriff’s Department.  He said the reports from the Sheriff’s Department and North 
Kannapolis Police Department need to be more standardized. 
 
 Mr. Smith said the Commissioners needed to continue working with Mr. 
Sides in order to appraise what they want to see on these reports. 



 
 Glenn Trexler, Tax Collector, reported collections for March, 1977, were 
$153,488.27. 
 
 Dr. Wear moved to authorize the Chairman to sign a letter authorizing the 
Tax Collector to issue Beer and Wine Licenses and collect these license taxes.  Mr. 
Steele seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
 
 Elizabeth Wuamette, Chairman Board of Elections, responded to the 
Commissioner’s suggestion of last month to test out the two types of voting 
machines being considered in the coming fire district elections or to have a mock 
election or display in one of the shopping centers.  She said her Board felt that this 
would not really tell anything and they would prefer to wait to set up 
demonstrations of the voting machines until the Commissioners are ready to 
purchase voting machines. 
 
 Mrs. Wuamette stated the Elections Board recommended the CES machines 
and gave the following reasons for this choice: 
 

1. Initial purchase price of CES equipment is competitive with Gyrex’s price, 
provided they were bought for all precincts.  

2. CES voting booths and counting machine are compact and lightweight. 
3. Storage requirements for CES would be considerably less. 
4. CES counting mechanism would be easier to maintain than Gyrex. 
5. Printing of ballots would be cheaper using the CES punch card ballots. 

 
     The Commissioners are in favor of voting machines but will have to wait and see 
if funds will be available. 
 
 As per previous correspondence concerning proper street markings in the 
North Kannapolis area, Mr. Roy C. Deyton wrote stating that Mr. Marty Sides, 
Manager of the Kannapolis Sanitary District, had contacted two people who would 
be pleased to serve on the Kannapolis Street Planning Committee.  Both men serve 
on the fire department and are vitally interested in identifying the streets in this 
area. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Mauldin, Mr. Sides 
recommendation of the following two men to serve on the Kannapolis Street 
Planning Committee were approved: 
 
 Dwight Hatley    Gary Moss 
 2108 Woodlawn    2203 Englewood 
 Kannapolis NC    Kannapolis NC 
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 Upon a motion by Mr. Steele and seconded by Mr. Smith, Chairman 
Honeycutt was authorized to sign a letter giving Dr. John Wear, County 
Commissioner representative to the Tri-County Mental Health Complex Area 
Board, the authority to sign pay plans for the Tri-County employees. 
 
 The Board gave Dr. Wear a vote of confidence and assured him of their 
support and appreciation for the fine job he is doing as their representative to the 
Mental Health Board. 
 
 Mr. Jack C. Pruitt, Supervisor, Field Services Employees’ Retirement and 
Health Benefits Division, wrote stating that Edith Hinshaw may receive credit for 7 
years, 9 months and 16 days of service if Rowan County will pay the appropriated 
cost.  If paid in a lump-sum on or before August 29, 1977, the cost will be $5,949.55; 
or the cost may be built into the employer rate of contribution until its debts for 
accrued liability is liquidated on December 31, 1986. 
 
 Mr. Steele moved to deny the request that the County pay the $5,949.55 but 
to give Mrs. Hinshaw the opportunity to pay this herself in order to receive credit 
for the time worked before coming to Rowan County.  Mr. Mauldin seconded and the 
vote passed.  Dr. Wear abstained. 
 
 Jim Dunn, Chairman, Historic Properties Commission gave an up to date 
report on Kerr Mill.  Gardner Gidley and Associates proposed to prepare a Master 
Plan for land acquisition, historic restoration and development for the Kerr Mill 
Project.  The master plan will be comprehensive guide to land acquisition and 
development of the Mill site and related land areas.  The master plan will consist of 
a site plan (or plans) and a narrative reports. 
 
 The fee for the work involved in composing the site plan and narrative report 
will $3,820.  This is a reimbursable expenditure from the grant the Historic 
Properties Commission received from the State. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Mauldin, seconded by Mr. Steele, the following road 
petitions were approved: 
 
 Trail Avenue – addition to State System 
 Kern Carlton Road-addition to State system 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Mauldin and seconded by Mr. Smith, the following 
road petitions applying for property owner’s participation policy paving was 
approved to forward on to the Department of Transportation: 
 

1. Fowler Avenue & Pine Street – SR 1319 
2. Bertie Avenue – SR1502 

 3 



3. Midway Drive-SR1501 
4. Spring Garden Avenue- SR1392 

 
Dr. Wear has had several people ask him if anything could be done to clean 

up the loose gavel and dirt on some of the county roads as it is a hazard, especially 
to motorcycle riders.  Chairman Honeycutt said he would write a letter to the 
Department of Transportation and bring this to their attention. 
 
 A letter from David L. Britt, Director and State Coordinator, Division of Civil 
Preparedness, informed the Commissioners that the Department of Agriculture, 
Farmers Home Administration, has authorized the receiving of emergency loan 
applications in Rowan County pursuant to Section 321 of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act, as amended by Public Law 94-68. 
 
 Dr. Jay L. Smith wrote to advise that due to his work schedule it has been 
impossible for him to attend the meetings of the Centralina Council of 
Governments.  Therefore, he submitted his resignation. 
 
 Dr. Wear recommended Jerry Davis to replace Dr. Smith on the EMS 
Council.  He will talk with Mr. Davis to see if he would be interested. 
 
 Larry M. Parrish, Area Director, Tri-County Mental Health Complex, wrote 
advising that Al Nikles is resigning as a member of the Tri-County Alcoholism 
Advisory Committee and is being replaced by Mr. Jim Blakeslee. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Steele, seconded by Mr. Mauldin, the following new 
personnel were approved: 
 
 Paul Noell-Social Worker II - $890/month effective 2/21/77 
 Fred Porter-Janitor - $378/month effective 3/1/77 
 Ronald Peeler-Deputy Sheriff $609/month effective 3/4/77 
 Carol Grubb-Key Punch Operator $457/month effective 3/7/77 
 
 A 1976-77 Budget amendment resolution pertaining to CETA Title II was 
approved upon a motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Mr. Mauldin (Attached). 
 
 Upon a motion from Mr. Mauldin and seconded by Mr. Steele, the following 
refunds were approved: 
 
 Sides construction Company - $15.65 
 Charles S. Waller, Jr. - $14.94 
 Calvin M. Thomas - $12.12 
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 House Bill 522, meetings of Governmental Bodies, has been rewritten 
subjecting public officials to a jail sentence for meetings at a social function and 
casually mentioning any subject connected with their responsibilities. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Smith and seconded by Dr. Wear, it was voted 
unanimously to contact the legislators and ask that they do anything they can to 
possibly defeat this bill.  The Board feels that the present law, Article 33B of 
Chapter 143 of the General Statutes is entirely adequate to deal with this subject. 
 
 A memo from Leslie M. Lee, Civil Preparedness Coordinator requested a 
meeting with the County Commissioners on Monday, April 18, 1977 at 7:30 p.m. 
regarding taking over of the warning system from the City of Salisbury. 
 
 Mr. Murdoch gave the following interest report as of March 31, 1977: 
 

General Fund  $68,368.80 
Revenue Sharing 14,751.84 
Debt Service 1,593.89 
Tech Bond 1,578.45 

Total $86,292.98 
 
 Mr. Murdoch gave the following budget schedule: 
 
 March 28-County Manager met with Department heads and gave them 
budget request forms. 
 April 15 – Department Heads return budget requests to County Manager 
 April 18-29- Mr. Murdoch to meet with Department Heads to discuss 
requests. 
 May 2-20- Budget to go to Sherill and Smith 
 May 16 – Revenue Sharing public hearing 
 May 23- Sherrill & Smith return Budget to Commissioners 
 May 23-25-Budget Meetings 
 May 27-Budget back to Sherrill & Smith 
 June 20 – Public Hearing an adoption of budget. 
 
 The North Rowan High School has requested County aid in building a 1,500 
permanent seat structure on the visitors side of Eagle stadium at North Rowan. 
 
 Upon a motion by Dr. Wear and seconded by Mr. Mauldin, it was 
unanimously approved for the County to advance the Board of Education $10,000 
for this project and reduce the School Board’s budget 33 1/3 percent of $10,000 for 
the next three years in this category.  The School Board will give the money to 
North Rowan and North Rowan in turn will pay back the money to the School 
Board at 33 1/3% of $10,000 for the next three years. 

 5 



 6 

 
 As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned until April 18, 
1977, at 7:30. 
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 
 
     Glenda Earnhardt, Clerk 
     Board of Rowan County Commissioners 


