
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR SESSION 
JULY 5, 1977 

 
 

 The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in Regular Session in the 
Community Building, Salisbury, North Carolina at 1:00 p.m.  The following 
members were present:  Chairman Rufus H. Honeycutt, Hall Steele, R. L. Mauldin, 
Paul S. Smith and Dr. John Wear. 
 
 Chairman Honeycutt called the meeting to order and opened with prayer. 
 
 Upon a motion by Dr. Wear and seconded by Mr. Steele, the minutes of June 
6, June 7, June 20 and June 27, 1977, were unanimously approved. 
 
 A letter from Thomas W. Bradshaw, Jr., Secretary of Transportation, said the 
Board of Transportation will hold a public meeting for the purpose of reviewing and 
updating the Highway Improvement Program on July 26, 1977, at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Holiday Inn in Lexington, North Carolina.  Mr. Mauldin and Mr. Smith said they 
were planning to attend. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Mauldin and seconded by Mr. Steele, the following 
roads were approved for paving under the Property Owners Participation Policy 
subject to availability of funds: 
 
 West Landis – SR’s 1200, 1201, 1202 and 1203 
 Sloop Street Extension – SR 1204 
 Persimmon Street – SR 1183 
 Bonita Drive – SR 1469 
 Doris Drive – SR 1199 
 Poplar Street – SR 1185 
 East 21st Street – SR 1255 
 Alexander Drive – SR 1213 and 1214 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Mauldin and seconded by Mr. Steele, a scratch work 
order was approved in the amount of $75,000 to cover roads selected for paving 
improvement for FY 1977-78 as follows: 
 
 These work orders will replace the work order submitted for Camp Road on 
the original program. 
 
 Glenn Trexler, County Tax Collector, reported collections for June, 1977, 
were $1,035,356.80. 



 
 The following members of the Needs Assessment Study Committee were 
present:  Jim Queen, Edith Alcorn, Donald Dunson, Dr. Ron Gardner and John 
DeMarcus.  As of July 1, 1978, children will no longer be committed to training 
schools and this committee was appointed to provide community based alternatives 
to state training schools.  They presented the Commissioners with their report and 
said that funds from the closing of training schools are to be diverted back into the 
Community based agency.  Their recommendations were discussed and Mr. Smith 
and Dr. Wear were appointed to work with this committee to determine the most 
prevalent needs and how to most effectively start this program. 
 
 Lt. Ed Haupt, Sheriff’s Department, presented an Emergency Civil 
Assistance Plan, “SCRAMBLE”, in cooperation with the Army Aviation Flight 
Activity, North Carolina Army National Guard, to coordinate an immediate 
emergency assistance program utilizing UH 1 aircraft.  SCRAMBLE is intended to 
serve as a quick reaction, life-saving response to local, isolated situation in which 
rapid transportation and effective medical assistance is essential to saving lives. 
 
 Dr. Wear pointed out that the County is getting several good programs that 
are interested in providing basically the same services.  He would like to see a 
coordinating committee formed in order to prevent an overlapping of services. 
 
 Chairman Honeycutt and Dr. Wear will meet with the Air Flight Facility, 
Sheriff’s Department, Leslie Lee, staff of Rowan Memorial Hospital, representative 
of C & M Ambulance Service and the Rescue Squad in order to discuss the 
possibility of getting these services working together. 
 
 Lt. Haupt said several months back the Commissioners approved a Federal 
Communications Grant which included UHF repeater and all required accessories.  
However, this grant did not include a building to house the equipment. 
 
 Upon a motion by Dr. Wear and seconded by Mr. Smith, approval was given 
for up to $200 to come from contingencies to cover the cost of some type of shelter 
for this equipment, a fuse box and wiring. 
 
 Representative Neal Smith was present and asked to meet with the 
Commissioners at a later date in order to inform them about the progress of the 
Spencer Project.  The Board felt this would also be a good time to meet with other 
local delegates to discuss new and pending bills. 
 
 Jim Sides, Data Processing Supervisor, talked about plans to up-date the 
IBM system.  He said he and the Tax Supervisor are working together to determine 
what is needed for a tax appraisal system.  He has been in touch with other county 



Data Processing Departments to see how their systems are set up and what is 
needed to include in a contract. 
 
 A proposal was received from Facilities and Systems, Inc. for $105,000 for a 
completely computerized property appraisal system which includes an on-line 
system inquiry and up-date to the tax master file and the tax due master file.  
However, Mr. Sides said he has not made any decisions as yet. 
 
 A letter from John W. Hurd, Computer Election Systems was read.  He is 
offering the precinct ballot counters to Rowan County at a reduced price of $1,500 if 
purchased within the month of July, 1977.  This will reduce the overall system cost 
of $160,720 to $151,520.  If the proposed payment plan using the 9% interest were 
executed, the interest would more than be offset by the savings in equipment cost. 
 
 Clarence Kluttz, County Attorney, will work with the Board of Elections and 
the County Manager to set up specifications for bids for electronic voting systems. 
 
 Herman Beaver, Chairman, and Ed Haden of the Election Board, were 
present to answer any questions. 
 
 Robert Gunn, Rowan County Fire Marshal, submitted names to be considered 
for Fire Commissioners for County Volunteer Fire Departments. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Steele, seconded by Mr. Mauldin, the following people 
were approved to serve as Fire Commissioners.  Mr. Charles Query, Enochville Fire 
Department, is approved tentative to approval from Cabarrus County. 
 
 Enochville 
 Wayne Anderson 
 Cecil Perry 
 Charles Query 
 
 Ellis Cross Country 
 James A. Ridenhour 
 Ray Swicegood 
 Charles Cruse 
 
 Union 
 Joe Kesler 
 John Drye 
 Lester Slate 
 
 Rockwell Rural 
 Max Sifford 



A. Ray (Jake) Wilhelm 
Ralph Lee Bost 

 
 Miller-Ferry 
 Herman Beaver 
 Jewel Alley 
 M. Robert Iddings 
 
 Pooletown 
 Ted Surratt 
 Jim Hodge 
 Bill Bostian 
 
 South Salisbury 
 Luther Paul Canup 
 Harold Goodman 
 Coy Wilhelm 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Steele, the following new 
personnel were approved: 
 
 Marshal Floyd Washam- Building Inspector $774/month effective 6/1/77 
 Margie Pace Shorter - $435/month effective 6/1/77 

John Douglas Obermiller-Agricultural Ext. Agent $408.33/month effective 
6/1/77 

 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Mauldin and seconded by Mr. Steele, the following 
transfer were approved: (Attached) 
 
 The Board discussed the need for a mobile home tie down ordinance.  The 
commissioners rules on March 15, 1972, that only mobile homes that are blocked 
over 30 inches in height from ground level shall require anchors and tie-downs.  
Before any action is taken, the Board will hear recommendations from the Fire 
Marshal and Building Inspector for a mobile home safety ordinance. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Steele and seconded by Mr. Mauldin, Raymond E. 
Johnson, Sr., was approved to serve on the Rowan Technical Institute of Directors. 
 
 Steve Farris, Spencer Planning, requested on behalf of the Town of Spencer, 
the re-appointment of the following people and their respective terms to the Board 
of Adjustment. 
 
 Ted J. Barnes   3/14/80 
 Clyde E. Young   3/14/78 



 James Brown   3/14/78 
 W. L. Noles    3/14/79 
 Albert S. Stout   3/14/79 
 Robert Reese (alternate)  3/14/80 
 
 Mr. Mauldin moved to appoint these people as requested.  Mr. Smith 
seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 Mr. Smith made a motion, seconded by Mr. Mauldin, to adopt an ordinance 
regulating parking on county owned property located in the 200 and 400 blocks of 
North Main Street and the 100 block of W. Liberty Street, Salisbury, North 
Carolina.  Commissioners Smith, Mauldin and Steele voted in favor of the motion.  
Dr. Wear voted no but then withdrew his negative vote and voted in favor of the 
motion. 
 
 Dr. Wear moved to approve Cecil Whitley to the Parks and Recreation Board 
to take the place of Bob Brunson, who is retiring.  Mr. Steele seconded with 
unanimous approval. 
 
 Upon a motion from Dr. Wear and seconded by Mr. Steele, the following 
refund was approved: 
 
 Ethel Poplin - $25.00 ABC Board will not grant her a permit to sell wine 
 
 On July 14, 1977 at 2:00 p.m. at the Chamber of Commerce, Ramsay Room, 
the Farmers Home Administration will discuss how Rowan County can apply for a 
grant for a water and sewer system. 
 
 As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned until Monday, 
July 18, 1977 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
      Glenda Earnhardt, Clerk 
      Board of Rowan County Commissioners 


