
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR SESSION 
AUGUST 1, 1977 

 
 

 The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in Regular Session in the 
Community Building, Salisbury, North Carolina, at 1:00 p.m.  The following 
members were present:  Chairman Rufus H. Honeycutt, Hall Steele, R. L. Mauldin, 
Paul S. Smith and Dr. John Wear. 
 
 Chairman Honeycutt called the meeting to order and opened with prayer. 
 
 Mr. Smith moved to approve the minutes of July 5 and July 18, 1977.  Mr. 
Steele seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 A letter from Sheriff John Stirewalt stated that Deputy Sheriff Robert J. 
Leonard has submitted his resignation effective August 5, 1977.  A replacement is 
scheduled to assume his duties on August 8, 1977, and the Sheriff requested to 
retain Bob Leonard for a period of two weeks to properly train his replacement.  Mr. 
Steele moved to deny this request with a second from Mr. Mauldin. 
 
 Mr. Steele withdrew his motion and Mr. Mauldin withdrew his second.  
Action was deferred until more information is received. 
 
 Jean K. Ramsey, Register of Deeds, wrote a letter advising that the land 
records vault in her office at the new County Office Building does not have adequate 
space for all records, machines and people.  Two new Kodak Retrieval Systems have 
been ordered and space must be made available for these.  She believes the best 
solution would be to microfilm all deeds of trust that are in 365 binders since all 
deeds of trust since book 365 are on this system.  Of this number, 321 are 
photostats and she will investigate some way to reverse these in the filming process. 
The approximate cost for microfilming the remaining 134 binders is $80.53 each for 
a total of $10,791.02 plus file cabinets for storing the film will be needed at an 
approximate cost of $400 to $500 each.  Total estimated cost for this project would 
be $12,000 or $13,000 and it would take approximately one year to complete. 
 
 Chairman Honeycutt recommended that each Board member visit the 
Register of Deeds Office and view the problem first hand and talk with Mrs. 
Ramsey. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Mauldin, seconded by Dr. Wear, Service Road for I-85, 
SR2180, was approved for paving under the Property Owners Participation Policy 
with $10,986.56 to be taken from the Secondary Road Funds in Rowan County. 



 
 Upon a motion from Mr. Mauldin and seconded by Mr. Steele, the following 
road petition was approved: 
 
 Arrow Wood Road (Greenway Park) – addition to State System. 
 
 Seth Murdoch, County Manager, reported that Rowan County has been 
declared a disaster area and the Farmers Home Administration has emergency 
loans available for farmers who have incurred substantial losses by this summers 
lack of rain. 
 
 Glenn Trexler, Tax Collector, reported collections for July, 1977, were 
$136,549.86. 
 
 Upon Mr. Trexler’s request, Mr. Steele moved to supply the Tax Collector’s 
Office with an additional $100 cash for the change account for another cashier.  Mr. 
Mauldin seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 Mr. Murdoch gave the following interest report for June 30, 1977: 
 

General Fund $112,290.59 
Debt Service 2,823.78 
Revenue Sharing 19,809.65 
Rowan Tech Bond 1,578.45 
Reappraisal 2,253.81 
Kerr Mill 237.98 

Total $138,994.26 
 
 Interest reported as of July 31, 1977 was $231.41 for the General Fund. 
 
 Bill Murdoch, Chairman, Board of Trustees and Ron Bostian, Business 
Manager for Rowan Technical Institute, informed the Board that a new President, 
Dr. Richard L. Brownell, has been nominated to replace Mr. Merrill Hamilton, who 
has retired.  A salary of $21,696 has been set by the State.  With the present County 
supplement of $2,000, his salary would be $23,696.  The Board of Trustees felt that 
the salary should be more due to his experience and the fact that Dr. Brownell was 
making more as Vice-President of a Technical Institute in South Carolina than he 
would be as President of Rowan Tech.  Mr. Murdoch asked for an additional $3,000 
supplement from the County to make a total salary of $26,696 a year.  Dr. Wear 
moved to approve this request and for the $3,000 to come from unemployment 
compensation-employers.  Mr. Smith seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
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 Mr. Bob Bridwell, AIP Rowan Municipal and County Planning Board, 
presented three alternatives to access and traffic circulation to the new prison site 
located on Camp Road (SR 1500). ATTACHED 
 
 The expressed priority of the Board of Commissioners in reviewing these 
alternatives was that nay improvements be directed toward providing the largest 
service area population with an improved road and traffic movement and, at the 
same time provide adequate access to the prison site.  A letter will be sent to the NC 
Department of Transportation informing them of the Boards feelings. 
 
 Lt. Ed Haupt, Sheriff’s Department, presented a federal sub-grant on jail 
security in the amount of $23,670.  Local cash matching amount is $1,315. 
 
 Dr. Wear moved to approve this grant and Mr. Mauldin seconded.   The vote 
was unanimous. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Dr. Wear, the following personnel 
were approved: 
  
 James K. Lamont- Janitor $457/month effective 7/19/77 
 Johnnie Edward Tucker – Janitor $436/month effective 7/21/77 
 Kyle M. Ribelin – Cartographer - $813/month effective 7/11/77 
 John G. Lawson, Sr. – Deputy Sheriff $638/month effective 7/14/77 
 Brian M. Gordon – Parks Maintenance V $457/month effective 7/11/77 
 Annette S. Floyd- Health Dept - $463/month effective 6/27/77 
 Wright Q. Stirewalt – Landfill Aid $2.68/hour effective 7/2/77 
 Barbara Ann Gallimore-Draftsman- $580/month effective 7/11/77 
 
 Upon a motion by Dr. Wear, seconded by Mr. Mauldin, the following refunds 
were approved: 
 
 R. S. Miller - $10.00 
 Rev. Horace King - $5.00 
 Terry Hess - $15.65 
 William Harry Cain - $5.00 
 
 Mr. Murdoch announced that bids for voting machines were received and 
opened this morning at 11:00.  Only one bid was received and that was from 
Computer Election Systems for $151,001, good through August 2, 1977. 
 
 Mr. Steele moved to accept this bid on voting machines and Mr. Mauldin 
seconded.  Commissioners Steele and Mauldin voted yes with Commissioners Wear 
and Smith voting no.  Chairman Honeycutt voted yes to break the tie. 
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 The following two options for payment of the machines were discussed: 
 
 Use the $50,000 now in the budget and make the balance of the payment 
next year; or, take the $101,001 from unappropriated surplus and apply it on the 
machines thus making a cash purchase. 
 
 Mr. Smith moved to pay for the voting machines out of unappropriated 
surplus to be replaced fiscal year 1978-79 from Revenue Sharing.  Mr. Steele 
seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 A letter from John Erwin Ramsey, FAIA Architect, along with a contract for 
remodeling work scheduled for the County Courthouse was presented to the Board.  
He also included a schedule graph showing the estimated costs for the work 
outlined and the appropriate fee for services involved.  The estimated cost id 
$95,000 for contractors plus a 9% basic architects fee plus 1% for remodeling.  An 
initial payment of $1,000 is to be made upon execution of the agreement and will be 
credited to the County’s account. 
  
 Mr. Smith moved to approve John Ramsey as architect for the remodeling of 
the courthouse and also approve the contract presented by him with a limit set for 
construction contracts at $115,000.  Mr. Mauldin seconded with unanimous 
approval. 
 
 Mr. Murdoch received prices for printing 15,000 copies of a five page 
questionnaire for the Rowan County Council on the Status of Women.  The 
following bids were received: 
 
  Quick Copy   $623.75 
  Graphic Impressions   699.75 
  Palmers Stationers    740.00 
 
 Mr. Smith moved to approve the low bid from Quick Copy to be paid from 
contingencies.  A second came from Dr. Wear with unanimous approval. 
 
 Upon a motion by Dr. Wear, an insurance policy for public official liability 
was approved with Forum Insurance Company written for limits for $1,000,000 
each loss, $1,000,000 maximum annual aggregate and $5,000 deductible.  Mr. 
Steele seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
 
 A letter serving as a written proposal to act as advisor and emergency 
physician to the ambulance service in Rowan County was received from Dr. Rodney 
K. Justin.  He advised he would serve as an advisor to and assist in training of 
EMTs.  He would be on call 24 hours a day for ambulance service in major accidents 
and to assist EMT’s whenever the patient could not be transported immediately to 
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the hospital.  Mr. Bill Mills of C & M Ambulance Service has agreed to furnish Dr. 
Justin an emergency vehicle suitable for this service and the hospital has offered to 
equip the vehicle with suitable materials. 
 
 In order to adequately utilize his skills as an emergency physician, he is 
asking for the following: 
 

1. Approval from the County Commissioners and Mr. Bill Mills 
2. A portable radio tied into the ambulance frequency. 
3. Clearance from the Highway Patrol, Sheriff & Salisbury City Police. 
4. Lifepak III portable defibrillator ($3,600) 
5. $5,000 for his services and to cover his equipment.  Patients would not be 

charged for his services. 
 
The Commissioners were in favor of this proposal and asked Wendy Vaughn, 
representative from Centralina Council of Governments, if there would be any 
funds the county could apply for from COG in order to get help in setting up this 
program.  She is to report back to Mr. Murdoch. 
 
 Mr. Smith discussed the proposed moving of the Pearson House and showed 
sketches of how the 200 block of North Main will look when the project is completed. 
 
 The decision of whether to retain court officer Robert Leonard for an 
additional two weeks in order to train a replacement as was requested earlier in the 
meeting was left up to the Sheriff’s Committee, Commissioners Steele and Mauldin.  
They have approval to retain Deputy Leonard for a period of one week. 
 
 As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 
 
     Glenda Earnhardt, Clerk 
     Board of Rowan County Commissioners 


