
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

CALL MEETING 
OCTOBER 11, 1977 

 
 

 The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in a Call Meeting in the 
Community Building, Salisbury, North Carolina at 7:00 p.m.  The following 
members were present:  Chairman Rufus Honeycutt, Hall Steele, R. L. Mauldin, 
Paul S. Smith and Dr. John Wear. 
 
 Vice-Chairman Steele called the meeting to order and presided until the 
Chairman arrived. 
 
 Leslie Lee, Coordinator of Rowan county civil preparedness, presented a 
written report on the derailment of the Southern Crescent in Spencer, NC on 
October 8, 1977 at 2:50 a.m.  The train was southbound from Washington, D. C. to 
Atlanta, Georgia, when it jumped the tracks injuring 16 people and causing an 
approximate $200,000 in damages.  The report praised the emergency crews’ 
performance but stated a need for a countywide emergency operations center in 
Rowan County. 
 
 Seth Murdoch, County Manager, advertised and received bids on 12 
automobiles for the Sheriff’s Department to be delivered at various times 
throughout the year.  The following bids were received; prices are per unit without 
trade-in: 
 
 City Motor Co.  $5.429.99  $5,484.133 
 Aaron Chevrolet    5,950.14 
 Wallace Motor Co.    5,906.80 
 
 Mr. Smith moved to accept the bid of $5,484.13 for the 400 cubic inch engine 
from City Motor Company.  Mr. Mauldin seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 Mr. Murdoch was given authority to sell the used cars from the Sheriff’s 
Department as they become available upon a motion by Mr. Mauldin and seconded 
by Mr. Steele. 
 
 A contract between Rowan County, the City of Salisbury and Reynolds Metal 
Development Corporation for a sewer connection policy has been drafted and a copy 
sent to Reynolds for their approval. 
 
 Mr. Smith moved to go along with this project to share the cost of an eight (8) 
inch sewer line with the City of Salisbury and Reynolds Metal Development 



Corporation on a 1/3 basis and to share the cost of larger lines on a 50/50 basis with 
the City.  This motion applies only to the sewer line extending from a point in the 
27 inch interceptor sewer line serving the NC State Prison Facility, a distance of 
approximately 8,000 feet, to the property of Reynolds Metal Development 
Corporation located near the intersection of Peeler Road and US Highway 29 and 
US Highway 601.  Mr. Mauldin seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
 
 Mr. Murdoch presented low bids received for the construction of building 
number 2 at the nature center at Dan Nicholas Park as follows: 
 

Kannapolis Construction Co. $81,585 
Cohen Plumbing & Heating Co. 8,480 
Comfort Contractors, Inc. 8,821 
Howard Electric of Concord 9,414 

 $108,300 
Robert F. Stone AIA 9,638.70 

Total $117,938.70 
 
 Upon a motion by Dr. Wear, seconded by Mr. Smith, the County Manager 
was authorized to sign the above five contracts for construction at Dan Nicholas 
Park. 
 
 A letter was received from John M. Fisher, secretary-treasurer, for the 
Rowan County Industrial Facilities and Pollution Control Financing Authority.  Mr. 
Fisher enclosed a statement of receipts and disbursements representing the 
Fieldcrest Mills, Inc. project- 1976, which was the only project taken on by the 
Authority of 1976. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Mauldin and seconded by Dr. Wear, the following work 
orders were approved, money to come from the Secondary Roads fund in Rowan 
County: 
 
 Trail Avenue-new addition, scratch work order in the amount of $1,500 to 
grade, drain, stabilize and correct drainage on Trail Avenue for addition to the 
Secondary Road System. 
 
 West Liberty Volunteer Fire Department – Scratch work order in the of 
$1,200 to grade, base and pave approximately 270 square yards of driveway at the 
new West Liberty Volunteer Fire Department off Bringle Ferry Road, east of 
Salisbury, NC. 
 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Steele and seconded by Mr. Mauldin, the following 
request for refund was approved: 
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 Emma Helms - $15.00 
 
 Mr. Smith moved that the Board go on record as being in favor of the 
Highway Bond Issue and Clean Water Bond coming up in the November 8, 1977, 
election.  Mr. Mauldin seconded and vote passed. 
 
 John E. Ramsay, Architect and Judge F. Montgomery came before the 
Commissioners to discuss the possibility of eliminating structural columns and 
structural walls in what was the Register of Deeds’ space in order that a new 
district courtroom may be created capable of seating approximately 150 people. 
  
 Mr. Ramsay brought alternate floor plans illustrating courtroom 
arrangements and maximum and minimum seating capacities assuming that the 
structural changes have been made. 
 
 To solve the structural problem would involve a check and verification by 
structural specialist to resolve the complexities of determining the value of 
unknown structural columns and structural beams which are probably reinforced 
concrete but may prove to be something different.  Mr. Ramsay said the logical 
solution appears to be the introduction of steel girders where structural walls and 
columns are removed.  Connecting steel girders to reinforced concrete is a 
specialized science in itself. 
 
 With the Board’s approval, Mr. Ramsay would like to retain the services of 
Boleslaw Szostak P.E. of Greensboro, NC who is one of the finest steel designers in 
this region. 
 
 In a letter to John Ramsay, Mr. Szostak itemized hours and services 
necessary to investigate the possibility of removal of certain columns and wall for a 
new courtroom on the first floor of the courthouse.  The cost of his services will be 
approximately $960 for investigation and report, $1,140 for design, drafting and 
specifications and $180 for each of two inspection trips for a total of $2,460. 
 
 Mr. Ramsay anticipates approximately 15 hours of his time working with Mr. 
Szostak during the investigation and analysis of structural conditions which would 
amount to $450. 
 
 Mr. Steele moved to give Mr. Ramsay the authority to hire Mr. Boleslaw 
Szostak of Szostak and Associates, consulting engineers, for a fee of $2,460 for 
services as listed above.  Mr. Mauldin seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 After viewing all the possible floor plans, Judge Montgomery suggested 
moving the Judges chambers back behind the bench and removing the wall and only 
one column. 
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 Mr. Ramsay will report back to the Board at a later date. 
 
 As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
      Glenda Earnhardt, Clerk 
      Board of County Commissioners 


