
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ADJOURNED MEETING 
NOVEMBER 15, 1977 

 
 

 The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in Adjourned Session in the 
Community Building, Salisbury, North Carolina, at 7:30 p.m.  The following 
members were present:  Chairman Rufus H. Honeycutt, Hall Steele, R. L. Mauldin, 
Paul S. Smith and Dr. John Wear. 
 
 Chairman Honeycutt called the meeting to order. 
 
 Those present representing Duke Power were:  L. C. Dail, Don Blackmon, 
Henry Anderson, Carol McClintock, Larry Porter and Malcolm Butner. 
  
 A slide presentation on the need for additional generating capacity in this 
area and why the Yadkin River basin was chosen as the site for a nuclear power 
plant was shown. 
 
 Mr. Dail said five river basins were considered:  Upper Savannah, Broad 
River, Catawba, Dan River and Yadkin. 
 
 The Yadkin River basin was chosen because: 
 

1. There is less utilization on the Yadkin than the other river basins. 
2. Yadkin is lowest in comparison when the amount of water consumed is 

divided by the people in that basin. 
3. The amount of thermal capacity was divided by square miles and again 

Yadkin was the lowest. 
4. The kilowatt capacity provided by drainage area was compared.  Yadkin 

was the lowest. 
 
Mr. Dail said that even with the Perkins Plant in operation, the Yadkin River would 
still be more lightly loaded than any other major river basin in Duke’s area. 
 
 He showed a chart of consumptive water use for the Yadkin over a period of 
50 years, and then a predicted chart in comparison of the impact of the Perkins 
Plan on the lake for a 20 year period. 
 
 He made the following statements: 
 

1. Duke will make no net withdrawals from the Yadkin when the streamflow 
is less than 1,000 cubic feet per second. 



2. Duke will limit net withdrawals from the Yadkin to not more than 25% of 
the total streamflow or no more than that portion of the measured total 
streamflow of 1,000 CFS. 

3. Duke’s maximum daily consumptive use of water due to evaporation will 
not exceed 112 CFS. 

 
A rule curve has been designed to limit the draindown to five feet during the 
recreational period.  One year out of 20, the lake would be drained down 14 inches 
and that would occur when the lake was already too low for a recreational basis. 
 
 The Board accepted this as information. 
 
 A contract between the County of Rowan and the Miller Ferry Road Fire 
Department allowing Miller Ferry to make application through the Farmers Home 
Administration for a loan in the amount of $30,000 was approved upon a motion by 
Mr. Steele.  Mr. Smith seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 A committee composed of Paul Smith, Seth Murdoch, Roger Withers, Jim 
Whitten and Bob Bridwell have met previously to review proposals for a mass 
transit study in Rowan County.  After several meetings and careful consideration, 
Harland Bartholomew and Associates seemed to be the best qualified. 
 
 Mr. Smith recommended that the County accept the proposal from Harland 
Bartholomew and Associates for a Transit Development Plan and approve signing a 
contract with them for the study.  Mr. Steele seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 Mr. Mauldin moved to approve a change order to add lights and switches for 
the covered passage to the electrical contract for nature center building no. 2 at Dan 
Nicholas Park.  Mr. Mauldin moved to approve this change order with a second 
from Mr. Smith.  The vote was unanimous. 
 
 A letter was received from J. Stephen Gray, attorney at law, representing 
David Newsom, who has incorporated a business known as Resthaven Pet 
Cemetery, Inc.  The purpose of this corporation is to provide interment rights for 
pets animals.  The pet cemetery is located in the China Grove area. 
 
 Upon a motion from Dr. Wear, seconded by Mr. Steele, $200 will be donated 
to the Salisbury Jaycees to help with the Christmas decorations. 
 
 Lynn Howard, soil scientist for the Rowan County Health Department, wrote 
a letter advising that the North Carolina Legislature approved $200,000 to hire 
eleven state soil scientists.  At the present Davidson, Cabarrus and Stanly counties 
have soil conservation service soil scientists working on a progressive soils survey.  
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He said if Rowan County can get on the list for one of the state soil scientists, there 
is a good possibility of a four-county mapping program being initiated. 
 
 The Board is interested in this and will inquire as to further information. 
 
 As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Glenda Earnhardt, Clerk 
       Board of County Commissioners 


