
MINUl'ES OF THE l1EETING OF THE BOARD OF 

ROWAN COUNTY CXll1tlISSIOOERS 

REGULAR :MEEITI,G 

JUNE 4, 1984 

The Board of Rowan County Cormri.ssioners met in 
Regular Session in the CQnrnunity Building on June 4, 1984 
at 9: 00 a.m. The following menbers were present: Chairman 
Hall Steele, Jamima DeMarcus, HalX'J Sifford, Jim Cohen and 
Jim Sides. 

The meeting was called to order by Chainnan 
Steele and Commissioner Sides opened ~vith prayer. 

Cormri.ssioner De11arcus made a motion to approve 
the minutes of Hay 7, 17, 21, 22, 23, 2~ 29 and 31 as 
received. Conmissioner Sifford s.econded with unanimous 
approval. 

As additions to the Agenda, Comnissioners will 
add the Elf) project and Resolution establish:ing the Salisb~/ 
Rowan County Economic Developrrent Corrmi.ssion. 

Conmissioners had no conments concerning 
monthly reports. 

Hr. lfurdoch gave total tax collections in the 
absence of Mr. Glenn Trexler who is a patient at Rowan 
Memorial Hospital in the intensive care unit. Total 
Collections for the month of 11a:y--- $224,282.73. 

Corrmissioner Cohen made a motion to approve 
four road petitions. Robert Harris Road(SR 1589), Ibgwood 
Drive in IbglVOod Estates Subdivision, Halton Place Drive in 
Walton Place Subdivision, and Barger Drive. Com:nissioner 
DeMarcus seconded with unan:iJ:wus approval. 

Mr. lfurdoch asked that personnel replacerrents 
be approved: Gail Shup:ing at $938 replac:ing Kim Shaver at 
$938.monthly, Parks Msi.stant, Kyle l1cKinnon at $1,200 
monthly replacing Robbie Julian at 1,230 l?arks Naturalist II, 
Susan Datka, Nutrition Site l1anager, l~.42 hr. replacing 
Harie Gilbert at 4.42 hr. Susan Lyerly, Tax Collectors office 
at $621 monthly replacing 11argie AllI!ian at $683 monthly. 
Conmissioner Sifford made a motion to approve the personnel 
replacements. Conmissioner Sides seconded with unanimous 
approval. 

Com:nissioner Sifford moved that the Board officially 
employ Arlan Upton as the El:nergency Hedical Services Director 
at $18,374.00. Conxnissioner Cohen seconded with unanimous 
approval. 

Chainnan Steele stated that the board functioned 
very well through the interviewing process. They interviewed 
six applicants and he said it vlas very difficult to come up 
with just one. 

Com:nissioner DeMarcus made a motion to begin County 
operation of the ambulance service on July 2, 1984 at 8: A.M. 
She said that HI:". Hills has agreed to this. Com:nissioner Sifford 
seconded wit.h unanimous approval. 



Com:nissioner DeMarcus moved that the Board send Mr. 
Bill Mills a letter of thanks for his services over the years. 
Conmissioner Sifford seconded with unaninDus approval. 

Hr. Hurdoch gave the :interest report: 

General Fund 
Revenue Sharing 
~furtis Nicholas 
Debt Service 
Dra:inage 
Re-Appraisa1 

Mr. ~doch reported refunds: 

$233,826.75 
41,208.30 
1,208.15 
2,261.28 

723.58 
5,020.16 

$284,248.22 

From the Building Inspection Dept. 

1- To Vivian Spears, $10.00 the 
electrician did not do the job. 

2- To- Charles Basinger- $5-
did not do the job. 

3- To- Charles Basinger- aga:in
$5- did not do the job. 

4- Conrad Bost- $23.46-Job did 
not work out. 

5- Fred Shafer- $26.25- Did not 
do the job. 

6- Richard Barger- $5- did not 
do the job. 

On these refunds, Commissioner Sifford, for 
clarification, was told that these persons applied for 
a pennit, but changed their mind and the building inspector 
did not make the visits. 

Commissioner DeHarcus made a rrotion to approve the 
refunds, Commissioner Cohen seconded with unaninDus approval. 

Hr. ~furdoch presented avo refunds where time had 
expired on their pennits: 

1- Lesley Construction Cornpany
purchased their pennit on 3-26-81 for $16.35. 
Hork had been discont:inued wtil now. 

2- Cormie Srnith- purchased pennit 
on Urrch 15, 1983- and did not use it. Permit 
anDwt- $42.60. 

Commissioner Sides made a lIXJtion that we grant 
the refunds and request that Craige Trexler ask his customers 
to sign a fonn infonning them that there is a time limit for 
future elimination of the refunds. Commissioner DeMarcus 
seconded with Commissioner Cohen voting against. 

Commissioner Cohen made a lIXJtion that we not allow 
the refund to Ronald Hilliam Stout who is employed by the V.A. 
~1'edica1 Hospital and who also lives on the grounds of the 
hospital.,. that he not be excluded fram our tax records. 
Com:nissioner Sides seconded. Com:nissioners Sifford, DeHarcus 
and Olainnan Steele vot:ing against. 

Com:nissioner DeHarcus agreed to the refund for 
Hr. Stout, but her lIXJtion :included bringing it to the attention 
of the Association of Cowties arranging to get the law changed. 
Com:nissioner Sifford seconded. Com:nissianers Sides and Cohen 
voting against. Chairman Steele voting 1. 
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Capt. Ed Haupt along with the river Deputy, l1r". Lookabill 
requested that the Corrmissioners furnish the Sheriff's Department 
with a boat. Capt. Haupt explained their need for a boat, emphasizing 
the fact that if they had a boat they could get :into nore areas for 
searching. Ed stated that a new boat would cost $8,200- a used one
$5,000. 

Comnissioner Sides made a notion that we allow the 
Sheriff's Department to purc.1mse a new boat out of their 
salary acc01mt and if they run short to transfer out of 
contingency. Comnissioner Cohen seconded with unaninous 
approval. 

Corrmissioner Sides made a notion that the Sheriff's 
Department be allowed to purchase twelve bullet proof vests 
at $3,000 on the same basis as the boat. This would be :imnediately. 
Corrmissioner DeMarcus seconded with unaninous approval. Comnissioner 
Sides said after looking at the budget they would allow the purchase 
for twelve llDre s:ince 11r". Haupt stated they would need twenvJ-four 
total. 

Chairman Steele at this time adjourned Commissioners 
Regular neeting to convene the Board of Equilization and Review. 
Comnissioners heard a report from Hallace Peeler, Tax Supervisor. 

Chairman Steele adjourned the Board of Equilization 
and Review and re-convened regular session of the Board of 
Comnissioners. 

Comnissioner DeMarcus Iffide a notion to approve all 
of the board appo:intments except nurriber seven- members of the 
Dorniciliary Home Comnunity Advisory Comnittee. Corrmissioner 
Sifford seconded. Comnissioners agreed to defer this matter. 

Comnissioner Sifford made a notion to approve the 
budget amendment to amend the Title III-C Nutrition Budget. 
To transfer $330.00 from 4591 Contingencies to 7823 Caterers 
Expense for local Iffitch. Comnissioner DeMarcus seconded with 
unaninous approval. (attached) 

Comnissioner Sifford made a llDtion to approve 
renewal of l1r". Jim Queen's request to cont:inue the program 
for non-secure detention. Corrmissioner DeMarcus seconded 
with unaninous approval. 11r". M..trdoch told Comnissioners 
that these would be all state funds- no local funds :involved. 

Comnissioner Sides Iffide a llDtion to set the pre-
payment tax rate at the current tax rate at 37.5. Corrmissioner 
Cohen seconded. Comnissioners Sifford and Chairman Steele voting 
against. The notion passing with Comnissioner DeHarcus voting for. 

Comnissioner DeMarcus made a notion to authorize the 
collection of privilege license tax for 1984-85. Comnissioner 
Sifford seconded. Cormrl.ssioners Sides and Cohen voting against. 
Chairman Steele voting I. 

Chairman Steele at this time started Comnissioners 
review of the budget. 

Commissioner Sifford noved approval of the amended 
single audit l:ine item from $10,000 to $6,000. Comnissioner 
DeMarcus seconded with unaninous approval. 

Comnissioner Cohen made a llDtion to pay all but 
$2,500 to the Chamber. His llDtion died from the lack of a 
second. 

Comnissioner DeHarcus Iffide a notion to authorize 
reducing the Chamber to $2,000. Comnissioner Sifford seconded. 
Comnissioners Cohen and Sides voting against. Chairman Steele 
vot:ing I. 
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Comnissioner Dcl1ilxcus stressed the fact that there ,ms 
inequity of per diem of the bOard. Ccmn:i.ssioner Sides made a 
I1Dtion that all boards not allow any per.m.em. Comnissioner Cohen 
seconded. Comnissioners DeM;:Jrcus, Sifford and Chairman Steele 
voting against. 

Comnissioner Sides made a I1Dtion to go wi.th the t:v1O-· 
year contract at $32,503 a year for the purchase of a new telephone 
system. Ccmn:i.ssioner Cohen seconded with unanim:JUs approval. 

Comnissioner Cohen made a I1Dtion to approve $10,000 
to the Arts Cotmcil. Ccmn:i.ssioner Sides seconded. Comnissioners 
DeM;:Jrcus, Sifford and Chairman Steele voting against. 

Comnissioner DeM;:Jrcus made a I1Dtion that we allow them 
(Arts Council) $14,000. Ccmn:i.ssioner Sifford seconded. Comnissioners 
Sides and Cohen voting against. Chairman Steele voting 1. 

Comnissioner Sides made a IIDtion to leave the ftmding 
as is $5,067 for the Anny A.v. Flight Facility. Comnissioner Cohen 
seconded with unaninDus approval. 

Commissioners agreed to defer the ftmding and the 
resolution for the Salisbury/Rowan Coun1:'JEconamic Development 
Comnission. AttomeJ Clarence Kluttz will be asked to review the 
resolution. 

Comnissioner Cohen made a IIDtion to approve the ftmding 
for the National Guard. Ccmnissioner Dcl1arcus seconded ,nth unanim:JUs 
approval. 

Comnissioner Dcl1arcus made a IIDtion to reduce the 
lnamring Board W $1,000. Corrmissioner Sifford seconded with 
unan:imJus approval. 

Comnissioners agreed to hear another presentation 
from the Salisbury Economic Development before approving any ftmding. 

Conmissioner Sides made a IIDtion to reduce the Rowan 
MlseUJll to $2,000. Ccmn:i.ssioner Cohen seconded. Comnissioners Sifford, 
DeM;:Jrcus and Chairman Steele voting against. 

Comnissioner Sifford I1Dved approval to ftmd the Rowan 
MlseUJll at $3,500. Comnissioner DeMarcus seconded. Comnissioners 
Sides and Cohen voting against. Chairman Steele voting 1. 

Comnissioner Dcl1arcus llDVed to accept 27,.% pay increase 
and longevity for the employees of the Sheltered Workshop as well 
as all county employees. Conrnissioner Sifford seconded with unan:imJus 
approval. 

Conrnissioner Sifford made a I1Dtion that we approve the 
Forestry Service Line Item as is. Conrnissioner Dcl1arcus seconded 
for discussion. After much discussion, a vote was taken with 
Conrnissioners DeM;:Jrcus, Sides and Cohen voting against. Chairman 
voting 1. 

Conrnissioner Sides made a IIDtion that we approve the 
Forestry Service line item based on 2}z% and longevity the same 
as the Sheltered Workshop to bring them up to the SaIre level as 
the county employees. Corrmissioner Cohen seconded. Cormri.ssioner 
DeMarcus voting for the notion. Ccmn:issioners Sifford and Chairman 
Steele voting against. 

Conrnissioner Sifford made a I1Dtion to ftmd the Watershed 
Maintenance as is. Comnissioner DeMarcus seconded with unanim:JUs 
approval. 

Ccmnissioner Sifford made a IIDtion to approve the County 
Manager's budget as is except for the aIrendnEnts of the reduction of 
the telephone line item from 2,100 to 1,700 and dues and subscriptions
increase from 51 to 69 dollars. Comrni.ssioner DeMa,rcus seconded wi.th 



unan:i.m:Jus approval. 

Comnissioner DeMarcus made a I!l)tion to approve 
the Tax Supervisor's budget with the amendnEnt to postage meter 
to change !;i425 to $460. Comnissioner Sides seconding adding 
that one position be allowed to be split between his office 
and Building Inspection. Reducing one l?osition ; and in
creasing travel accOlIDt by $1,000 from !;i5,000 to $6,000. 
This IIDtion was voted on unaniIIXlusly. 

Conrnissioner Sifford made a IIDtion to approve 
Tax Collector's budget. Conrnissioner Sides seconded with 
unan:i.m:Jus approval. l1r. M..Jrdoch said t:re ~a:l3±sbaty;i'~ had 
been contacted about a discount on advertising for the County; 
and that he was working on a package deal. 

Camnissioner Cohen made a IIDtion to approve 
the budget for the Court Facilities except to delete the 
Law Library. Conrnissioner Sides seconded. Conrnissioners 
DeMarcus, Sifford and Chainnan Steele voting against. 

Conrnissioner Sides made a IIDtion to allow the 
Law Library $10,000. Conrnissioner DeMarcus seconded; adding 
that a study be done. The IIDtion passing with Camnissioner 
Cohen voting against. 

Conrnissioner Sides made a I!l)tion to approve 
the Board of Elections Budget. Conrnissioner Sifford seconded 
with unaniIIXlus approval. 

Conrnissioner Sides made a I!l)tion to leave Jean 
Ramsey's suPply account at $18,000. Conrnissioner Cohen 
seconded. Conrnissioners Sifford, DeM<l.rcus and Chairman 
Steele voting against. 

Conrnissioner Sides made a IIDtion to allocate 
$19,000 to Mrs o Ramsey's supply account. Corrmissioner Cohen 
seconded. Comnissioners Sifford, DeMarcus and Chainnan Steele 
voting against. 

Conrnissioner DeHarcus made a I!l)tion to allocate 
$20,000 to Mrs. Ramsey's supply account. Commissioner Sifford 
seconded .. with unan:i.m:Jus approval. 

Commissioner Sides made a IIDtion to allocate 
$1,500 in Mrs. Ramsey's travel account. Conrnissioner Cohen 
seconded with unaniIIXlus approval. 

Conrnissioner Sides made a I!l)tion to reduce 
Mrs. Ramsey's capital outlay by $12,175.00 the cost of 
one printer. Comnissioner Cohen seconded with unan:i.m:Jus 
approval 0 

Conrnissioner Sides made a I!l)tion not to approve 
11rs. Rarusey's request for a new employee. Conrnissioner Cohen 
seconded. The IIDtion passing with Cornnissioner De11arcus voting 
against. 

Camnissioner Cohen made a I!l)tion to allocate 
$1,000 to Mrs. Ramsey's repair to equipment line item. Cornnissioner 
Sides seconded. Cornnissioners Sifford, DeMarcus and Chainnan Steele 
voting against. 

Cornnissioner DeMarcus made a I!l)tion that we approve 
$1,500 as is recarnmendedoto Mrs. Ramsey's repairs to equipment. 
Cornnissioner Sifford seconded. Cornnissioners Sides and Cohen 
voting against. Chainnan Steele voting I. 

Cornnissioner Sides made a IIDtion that the remainder 
of Mrs o Ramsey's budget be accepted. Ccmnissioner DeMarcus 
seconded with unaniIIXlus approvaL 



Comnissioner 
data processing budget 
una:n:iIrous approval. 

Sifford made a IIDtion to go with the 
Comnissioner DeHarcus seconded with 

Camnissioner Sides made a notion to approve the 
public buildings budget. Comnissioner DeMarcus seconded with 
unarri.rrous approval. 

Comnissioners requested the Sheriff to take a 
look at the deputies 1eathergood needs. Mr. Murdoch was 
requested to contact someone with knowledge of generators. 

Comnissioner Sides made a IIDtion to approve 
the Sheriff's budget as presented with the amendments. Comnissioner 
DeMarcus seconded with unarri.rrous approval. 

Comnissioner Cohen made a notion to reduce the food 
line item in the Salisbury Jail to $26,000. Comnissioner DeMarcus 
seconded with unarri.rrous approval. 

Comnissioner Sifford made a notion to approve the 
Salisbury Jail Budget as amended. Comnissioner DeMarcus seconded 
with unarri.rrous approval. 

Comnissioner Sides made a notion that the Karmapolis 
Jail Budget be approved. Comnissioner DeMarcus seconded with 
unarri.rrous approval. 

Comnissioner Sides made a notion that we fund as 
presented the Emergency l1anagement Budget with deletion of the 
additional position requested and to buy used equipment if possible. 
Comnissioner Sifford seconded with unarri.rrous approval. 

Comnissioner DeMarcus made a notion to approve the 
Public SafeDJ- Fire Budget. Commissioner Sifford seconded 
with unarri.rrous approval. 

Comnissioner Sides made a notion to delete one full 
tiIre position in the Codes Enforcement Budget. Comnissioner 
Cohen seconded for discussion. Discussion followed. Comnissioners 
Sifford and Chainnan Steele voting against. Comnissioner De
Marcus voting 1. 

Commissioner Cohen made a notion to leave the Codes 
Enforcement travel at $12,000. Comnissioner DeMarcus seconded. 
Comnissioners Sifford and Cha.innan Steele voting against. Comnissioner 
Sides voting 1. 

Comnissioner DeHarcus made a notion to approve the 
Public Safety- l1edica1 Examiner's budget. Comnissioner Sides 
seconded with una:n:iIrous approval. 

Comnissioners deferred the Ambulance- Rescue Budget. 
They agreed to infonn the Ambulance Director to check it out. 

Comnissioner Sifford made a IIDtion to approve the 
budget for Animal Control. Comnissioner DeMarcus seconded with 
unarri.rrous approval. 

Comnissioner DeMarcus made a notion to approve the 
Airport Budget. Comnissioner Sifford seconded with unarri.rrous 
approval. 

Commissioner DeHarcus made a notion to approve the 
Sanitation Budget. Comnissioner Sifford seconded with una:n:iIrous 
approval. 

Comnissioner Sides made a notion to authorize the 
ColIDty Hanager to advertise for 8 yd. containers and equipment 
for the Sheriff's Autorrobiles. Comnissioner Sifford seconded 
with tmaninous approval. 



Comnissioner Cohen made a llDtion to authorize the 
County ~1anager to sign the contract for the new telephone system. 
Comnissioner Sides seconded with unan:inous approval. 

Comnissioner Cohen made a llDtion to approve the 
Landfill Budget. Comnissioner Del!1"arcus seconded with unan:im:Jus 
approval. 

Comnissioner M1"arcus ~vithdrew her llDtion to approve 
the Drainage and Watershed Budget to defer it and bring it up 
in Executive Session at a later date. 

Corrmissioner Sides withdrew his llDtion to maintain 
the 4-H Position in the Agricultural Extension Budget allowing 
the same aIll)unt of increase to any person who's salary comes 
from the county-llDving approval of this budget except for salaries. 
Comnissioner Del!1"arcus said she could go with the $7,500 for this 
position. Comnissioner Sifford seconded to get it on the floor. 
After much discussion, a vote was taken the llDtion passing with 
Comnissioners Cohen and Chairman Steele voting against and Ccmn
issioner Sides voting I. 

Corrmissioner Sifford's llDtion to bring the salaries 
up to the 50-50 level died from the lack. of a second. 

Comnissioner Cohen 1m.de a llDtion that we accept 
$2,600 instead of $2,800 in Agricultural travel line item. 
Comnissioner Sides seconded with unan:im:Jus approval. 

Comnissioner Cohen 1m.de a lIDtion to leave Mr. Caudill's 
telephone line item at 4,500. Comnissioner Sides seconded. 
The motion passing with Comnissioner Sifford voting against. 

Comnissioner Sides made a llDtion to accept the rerminder 
of Mr. Caudill's Budget. Comnissioner M1"arcus seconded. The 
llDtion passing with Chairman Steele voting against. 

Comnissioner Sifford made a motion to approve the 
Health Department Budget in its entirety. Comnissioner M1"arcus 
seconded. Comnissioner Sides said he would prefer taking it line 
item by line item, which was agreed by the board, Comnissioner 
DeMarcus withdrew her second. 

Comnissioner Sides made a motion to reduce Hedical and 
Phannacy from 1,500 to 750 and reduce TB supplies to $750. Ccmn
issioner Cohen seconded both. Comnissioners M1"arcus, Sifford and 
Chairman Steele voting against. 

Comnissioner Sifford llDved approval the rest of Health 
General. Corrmissioner M1"arcus seconded with unan:im:Jus approval. 

Corrmissioner Sifford llDVed approval the Headstart-Kinder
garten budget. Comnissioner M1"arcus seconded with unan:inous 
approval. 

Comnissioner Sifford IIDved approval as amended the 
Tuberculosis Budget. Comnissioner M1"arcus seconded with unan:inous 
approval. 

Comnissioner Sifford llDVed approval the Hypertension 
budget. Comnissioner M1"arcus seconded with unan:inous approval. 

Comnissioner Sifford llDVed approval the Arthritis budget. 
Corrmissioner Del!l'arcus seconded with unan:inDus approvaL 

Ccmnissioner Sifford lIDved approval the Maternal and 
Child Health Budget. Comnissioner DeMarcus seconded with unan:im:Jus 
approval. 

Comnissioner Sifford llDved approval the Family Planning 
budget. Comnissioner Del!l'arcus seconded. Comnissioners Sides and 
Cohen voting against. Chairman Steele voting 1. 
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Comnissioner Sifford 1IIOved approval the WIC Budget. 
Conrnissioner DeMarcus seconded. Corrrnissioners Sides and Cohen 
voting against. Chairman Steele voting 1. 

Com:!rl.ssioner Cohen's 1IIOtion to approve the WIC 
travel the same as last years died from the lack of a second. 

Corrroissioner DeMarcus 1IIOved approval the Neurology 
Budget. Corrrnissioner Sifford seconded with unaniIrous approval. 

Corrmissioner Sifford 1IIOved approval the Orthopedic 
budget. Corrmissioner DeHarcus seconded with unanilrous approval. 

Corrrnissioner DeHarcus 1IIOved approval the Insect 
Budget. Comnissioner Sifford seconded with unanilrous approval. 

Corrmissioner Cohen made a 1IIOtion to go on record 
with our legislation objecting to the ftmding of abortions 
in Rowan County. Corrmissioner Sides seconded. Comnissioner 
DeMarcus deferring. Corrrnissioners Sifford and Chairman Steele 
voting against. 

Corrroissioner Sides made a 1IIOtion to ftmd the Mental 
Health at the same level as last year. Corrroissioner Cohen 
seconded. Corrmissioners DeHarcus, Sifford and Chairman Steele 
voting against. 

Corrroissioner Sifford made a 1IIOtion to approve the 
ABC five cents bottle tax. Corrroissioner DeMarcus seconded. 
The 1IIOtion passing with ('.rnnrissioner Sides voting against. 

Corrrnissioner Sifford's 1IIOtion to approve the requested 
$136,121 from the Mental Health died from the lack of a second. 

Corrrnissioner Cohen made a 1IIOtion to allocate $98,453.00 
to Mental Health. Comnissioner Sides seconded. The 1IIOtion 
passing with Corrrnissioner Sifford voting against. 

Corrroissioner DeHarcus IIIOved approval the travel 
account for Social Services. Corrroissioner Sifford seconded. 
The 1IIOtion passing with Corrroissioner Cohen voting against. 

At this tllre, Chairrnan Steele adjourned this session 
of Budget Revi~ until Thursday, June 14, 1984 at 7:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~k.~--
Brenda L. Honeycutt, Clerk 
Board of County Corrrnissioners 


