
               MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
                     ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
                           REGULAR MEETING 
                          FEBRUARY 4, 1985 
 
     The Board of  Rowan  County  Commissioners  met  in  Regular 
Session in the Community  Building  on  February  4, 1985 at 9:00 
A.M.  The  following  members  were present:  Commissioner Jamima 
DeMarcus, Commissioner  Richard Messinger, Commissioner J. Newton 
Cohen and Chairman  Hall  Steele.  Absent  was Commissioner Harry 
Sifford. 
 
     Chairman  Hall  Steele  called  the  meeting  to  order  and 
Commissioner DeMarcus opened with prayer. 
 
     Commissioner  Messinger  moved  to  approve  the  minutes of 
January  7,  1985  with  the  exception  of two corrections.  One 
correction  to  page  9,  lst.  paragraph-  to  read Commissioner 
Sifford  made  a  motion  and  not Commissioner DeMarcus.  Second 
correction  to  page  11- last paragraph- to read legislators and 
not  legislatives; and also to approve the minutes of January 21, 
1985.  Commissioner DeMarcus seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     As  additions to the Agenda, Commissioner DeMarcus requested 
to speak concerning the interested persons on the Senior Citizens 
Center   and   N.   Kannapolis   Landuse   and  Alcohol  Control. 
Commissioner  Messinger  asked to make a report on the Expense of 
the Merger Study Distribution. 
 
     Monthly  reports-  Commissioner  DeMarcus  said  the Baker's 
Creek  grading  project  was 95% complete,  informed the Board of 
Karen Gordon's, Park Naturalist, resignation- the purchase of the 
Park truck, and reported that the Edith Clark History Room at the 
Library  was attracting people from everywhere, including Hiwaii. 
Commissioner  Cohen  reported  that the Airport Board voted to go 
ahead and put a gate on the south end of Airport Road and to pave 
the  ramp  for  the  fire  truck  to  go up and add an additional 
taxiway.  Commissioner Cohen said Lindsay Hess, FBO had asked him 
to stop by to see him and upon doing so, Lindsay suggested to him 
rather  than  a  gate  which  Lindsay said he sees as a security 
problem he suggested extending  the waterline to the end of the 
taxiway and placing a hydrant there.  Commissioner Cohen said 
these  recommendations  would  be taken back to the Airport Board 
for their reaction. 
 
     Social   Services  Report-Mr.  Edwin  Koontz,  Director,  in 
response  to  a letter from Jessie Helms concerning Workfare, Mr. 
Koontz  explained  the  difference  between  the  Community  Work 
Experience Program (CEWEP) and Workfare.  He said that CWEP was a 
more  adequate  way  to consider a Workfare problem.  That under 
CEWEP, 14% of the people were senior citizens - 45% under 18 - 8% 
disabled  and  7%  working already at least 30 hours a week.  Ms. 
Kay  Edwards,  a  former  CEWEP  receipient gave testimony of its 



factual functions.  She has become independent- working full-time 
with the Rowan County Health Department with one promotion. 
 
     Mr. Murdoch had no correspondence to report. 
 
     Commissioner  Cohen   reported   three  road  petitions  for approval.  He 
made a  motion  to  approve  (1) Portion of Windsor Drive in Jacobs Terrace  
Subdivision  located  off West Innes St. Extension in Franklin Township,  (2)  
Cedar  Drive in Cedar Hills Subdivision Section One (Locke  Twp.), (3) Twin Oaks 
Road located off  Legion  Club   Road   between   Granite  Quarry  and  Faith. 
Commissioner Messinger seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner Cohen reported  that  he  had  checked with the Department of 
Transportation  concerning  the  renaming  of Doris Street.  This had  been 
deferred from Commissioners last meeting. Commissioner Cohen reported that the 
DOT has a conflict with this matter also.  Commissioner  Cohen also checked the 
tax recordsand said it looked like there  were  3  and one-half for not changing 
the name of the road  and  two  and one-half for changing it; and that a Raymond 
H.  Smith  had  signed both.  Commissioners agreed that  this  needed  more   
study  and  to  defer  it  until  more information is available. 
 
     Wayne  Simpson,   Tax   Collector,   gave   Commissioners  a Preliminary 
Report for January,  1985.  Along  with the report he attached a letter 
concerning  the  tax  notice  for  1985.  Total collections for all unit  
amounted to $5,706,974.72 for the month of January, 1985.  He told  the  Board  
that  a  final report for January is being prepared and will be sent promptly. 
(attached) 
 
     Mr. Franklin Owens  submitted  to  Commissioners  a tax bill which he said 
belonged to  a  member of his family, that had been prepayed and later had  
received  a  bill  for  the tax increase. Commissioners discussed this at  
length  with him and then agreed with County Attorney, Clarence Kluttz, to check 
this out with the General Statutes and report back to the Board. 
 
     Harry Whalen, Director  of  the  Rowan  Economic Development Commission,  
and  Dan   Williams,   Chairman   of   the  Economic Development Commission, 
told  Commissioners  they  had  tried  to bring industries in with the  tools  
they  have and they just are not adequate and  asked  that  Commissioners 
approve a resolution establishing    policies    pertaining   to   
Municipality/County Participation in the  Extension  of  Water  and Sewerage 
Systems. The proposal asked the County  to  put up 100% of the capital for 
extending water and sewer  lines  if  it  can  recoup  the  money through taxes 
within  five  years.  Commissioner  Cohen  said the City was charging double 
water  rates  in  the County, he said if lines  extended to  industries  
eventually  are  used  by  county residents, the county  should  have  some  
guarantee  that  those residents will not  be  charged  exorbitantly.  Mayor  
Boger from Rockwell  and Mayor Simpson  from  China  Grove,  both  spoke  to 
Commissioners concerning the water and sewer lines- and said they could not 
afford to  participate unless they received tax revenue from the industry.  
Mayor Lash  said the city has no intention of raising water rates  again  soon.  
Commissioner Messinger voicing his support for the water-sewer lines said, "We 
hired this man to go out and get business", "We  have to make it as easy for him 
as we can".  Mr. Rufus Honeycutt, former County Commissioner and Mr. Tommy 
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Kerns, local business  men  both  spoke supportively of the Commission's  
proposal.  Mr.  Kerns  asked  Commissioners  not to "drag their feet".  
Commissioners took no action but will con-sider it later. 
 
     Fire  Marshall,  Robert  Gunn,  pointed  out  on  a  map  to Commissioners 
areas in the  County  known  as  no-man's  land  or non-protected  areas-  that  
were     previously beyond the four-              mile limit from a fire 
station- that would be eliminated with the extensions to  a  five-mile radius of 
stations.  Mr. Gunn pointed out that  Anchor  Downs,  west  of  Enochville and 
an area in the Poole Town  area  will  remain  in  the  four mile radius.  Being 
within the state-approved distance of a fire station is important to property  
owners  because  of the reduced fire insurance rates that are  available.  Mr.  
Clyde Richards, China Grove Fire Chief said that  his  department  should have 
some kind of compensation for   serving   areas   outside  the  town  limits.  
Commissioner Messinger made  a  motion  to  authorize  Mr.  Gunn  to get state 
approval for  the  new  fire  districts  pointed  out-  areas not involved in  
the  tax district so Mr. Gunn could proceed with the maps.  Commissioner  Cohen 
seconded with unanimous approval.  Mr. Gunn was  directed  to  meet again with 
Mr. Clyde Richards, China Grove Fire  District,  Locke  and  Bostian Heights to 
discuss the problems they  are  having  with new fire service areas that have 
been   proposed.  Commissioners  will  get  a  legal  opinion  on possible  tax  
district  extensions from County Attorney Clarence Kluttz.  Chairman  Steele  
said  we  would get together agreeably before entering into any agreement or 
making any decisions. 
 
     Ellen  Pulaski,  Staff   Engineer  for  the  North  Carolina Department of 
Commerce's  energy division talked to Commissioners about the proposal which 
they  had  been  offered  by  a Michigan Incinerator Firm.  The county  would  
supply  its  trash  for the incinerator, and the plant would  use  the steam 
generated by the burning trash.  The county would  pay $7.50 a ton for the 
garbage it dumped into the incinerator for at least 15 years according to the 
contract.  Ms. Pulaski  said  the  proposal  would extend the life of the county 
landfill  a minimum of 10 years.  The proposal is for $4.5 million dollar  
incinerator  to  be  built at a local industrial  plant.  One of  the  problems  
she  pointed  out  was down-time.   Her  research   has   shown   that   the   
country's incinerators average having problems  and breaking down 20 to 25% of 
the time.  Commissioner Cohen  said  it  was difficult for the county to know 
how much volume in tonnage the landfill was seeing per day.  The incinerator  
proposal  is  capable  of handling 200 tons a day.  The county  landfill  does  
not have scales to weigh the trash coming in.  Ms.  Pulaski  recommended  a 
portable scale and  also  some studies  on  the  trash's  average  BTU  content. 
Commissioner Messinger said we should  take a hard look at it and to proceed 
with caution that  it is a reasonable proposal- all we do is supply the trash- 
"a  nice way to dispose of it".  Chairman Steele told Ms. Pulaski the  Board  
would keep in mind the points she  had  made and that  we  might  write  for  
more  information concerning incineration. 
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     Commissioners saw a film  on  the  Library  stressing  their overcrowded   
problems and then heard from Elinor Swaim, Chairman of the Library Board of  
Trustees  as  she  informed  them of the shortage of space the main  Library  is 
experiencing.  She gave a report prepared a year ago  by  Aaron  Cohen  
Associates who gave three alternatives.  (1) To  utilize  the  existing  library 
as a branch, and to build a  new  facility of approximately 27,169 sq. ft. near 
the Fair Grounds,  Health  Center  or some other central site.  (2) To build a 
new Main Library of about 36,169 sq. ft. in the South Salisbury location- or 
some other similiar location and abandon the existing Main Library  building.  
(3)  To put a major addition to satisfy the ten  or  twenty  year  projections 
on the existing building.  A new library will cost $3 million- expanding the 
Main Library adequately  would  cost $2.3 million.  Ms. Swain asked for a study 
task  force  of 25-30 to study construction and funding  alternatives  and  
approval  of  $7,600  for  a  library building program.  Commissioners then 
heard from Lib Etheridge as she gave them a report  from  the  town of Rockwell.  
She reportd that  the town of Rockwell  has  offered  land  and  $30,000  for 
construction of a branch  library.  She  said  federal  money was available 
through the  Library  Services  and  Construction  Act. Half  of the $300,000 
needed  for  a  Rockwell  Branch  could  be obtained from the federal  
government  if  the locality can match the $150,000.  Mayor Boger still present 
said Rockwell could help with the operation budget.  Commissioner  DeMarcus  
made a motion that we authorize Mr. Phil  Barton,  Director  of  the Library to 
proceed in a positive nature to  get  ready to do a letter and to try to find 
some  funds  for  the  Rockwell Branch.  Commissioner Messinger  seconded   with   
unanimous   approval.   Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to  authorize  the  
appointing  of  a task force that will study construction and funding 
alternatives of 25 persons.   Commissioner   Messinger   seconded   with   
unanimous approval.  Commissioner Messinger made  a  motion  to approve the 
appropriation of $7,600 for  a  library  building  program- (2nd. phase of Aaron 
Cohen's  Study)-  money  to  come from appropriate expenditure  either   
unappropriate   Surplus   or   Contingency. Commissioner  DeMarcus   seconded  .  
Commissioner  Cohen  voting against - Chairman Steele voting I. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus made a  motion to appoint James Hurley III to fill 
the expired  term  of  Charles  Harris on the Library Board.  Commissioner 
Messinger seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioners agreed to  postpone  appointments to the Rowan County 
Historics Properties Commission and selecting a task force for the Senior 
Citizens  Center.  Clerk  agreed  to  furnish  the Board a list of interested  
persons in the Senior Citizens Center who  attended  the  briefing   by  Karen  
Buckle,  Aging  Program Administrator on January 30, 1985. 
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     Commissioner Messinger  recommended appointing a Chairman to the  Senior  
Citizens  Center  to  direct  what needs to be done. Commissioners agreed to 
appoint seven to this task force. 
 
     Commissioners  agreed to  invite  members  of  the  Historic Properties 
Commission to attend  Monday's meeting- February 11 to see if they would be 
interested in promoting tourism. 
 
     Commissioners agreed to  defer  appointments  to the Airport Board for a 
while. 
 
     Commissioner  Cohen  made a  motion  to  approve  the  REMAS Refunds in the  
amount  of  $1,252.66.  Commissioner Messinger seconded with unanimous approval. 
(attached) 
 
     Commissioner Messinger moved to  approve  the refund for Roy Hodges in the 
amount of $10.00  since  he  decided  not  to get a mobile  home.   Commissioner  
DeMarcus  seconded  with  unanimous approval. 
 
     Mr.  Murdoch  reported   personnel   for   approval  by  the Commissioners. 
 
             Susan L. Thomas, Public Health Nurse I 
             hired 1-21-85-Salary-$1,323.00 monthly 
                New position 
 
             Margaret H. Malloy, Practical Nurse I 
             Hired 1-21-85- Salary- $771.00 
             replacing:Tammy Alexander at $700.00 Monthly 
 
             Timothy Blane Rowland, Dispatcher/Jailer 
             Hired- 1-14-85- Salary- $401.92 
             replacing: Jeffrey Miller at $401.92 
 
     Commissioner Cohen made a  motion  to approve the personnel. 
Commissioner DeMarcus seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner Messinger made a  motion  to  approve  the  new 
Programmer/Analyst position for Daryl Shelby, Data Processing but 
to table the other  salary adjustments until March.  Commissioner 
Cohen seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Mr. Murdoch reported Interest: 
 
                      General Fund------$203,000.10 
                      Murtis Nicholas---     761.09 
                      Revenue Sharing---  19,831.41 
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                      Drainage----------     677.58 
                      Revaluation-------  12,033.41 
                                        $236,303.59 
 
     Mr. Murdoch reported that he  had received three bids on the 
Courthouse roof.  They are: 
 
                           Statesville Roofing - $80,200.00 
 
                           McRae Roofing       - $47,000.00 
 
                           Graham Roofing      - $44,800.00 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus made a  motion  to  accept the low bid 
from  Graham  Roofing   at   $44,800.00.  Commissioner  Messinger 
seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioners  agreed  to  defer  the  County School Board's 
request for approval of Capital Outlay Projects Adjustments until 
Monday's Meeting February 11. 
 
     Commissioner  Messinger  made  a  motion  to  authorize  Tim 
Russell,  Finance  Officer  to  use the County School's copier to 
print 75  copies of The County School Merger.  Commissioner Cohen 
seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner  DeMarcus  made  a  motion  to  approve  budget 
amendments  for:  the  Social  Services Department under account-
Crisis  Intervention  an  increase  of  $10,000  because  of  the 
unusally cold weather, the Department of Human Resources has made 
available  an  additional  $10,000  for Crisis Intervention.  The 
second  amendment  is  for  the  Rowan  County Library- They have 
received  additional  state funds $7,500 and federal funds $3,543 
this fiscal year.  The Board of Trustees recommends the following 
funds   allocated   as  follows:  Periodicals-  $500.00,  Vehicle 
Maintenance-    $2,000.00,    Contract    Services-    $2,000.00, 
Miscellaneous-  $500.00  and  Capital  Outlay  Office- $6,043.00. 
Commissioner Cohen seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner  Cohen made a motion to approve paying the bill 
to  the Division of Youth Services for housing four juveniles for 
16   days   at   $240.00.  Commissioner  DeMarcus  seconded  with 
unanimous approval. 
 
     Tim  Russell, Finance Officer submitted to Commissioners the 
Affirmative  Action Plan for approval which is required every two 
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years  for  reviewing  personnel and setting goals.  Commissioner 
Messinger  made a motion to approve the Affirmative Action Plan . 
Commissioner DeMarcus seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner  Cohen  said  he had gone out and looked at the 
boundaries  of  the  territory  petitioned  to  be annexed by the 
Kannapolis  Sanitary  District  property of Henry Fisher and wife 
and  James  Russell  and  wife  which  had  been deferred at last 
month's  Commissioner's Meeting.  He reported that everything was 
in  order and moved its adoption.  Commissioner DeMarcus seconded 
with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioners  set  February  11 at 1:30 p.m. as the meeting 
date  to hear the requirements for Architectural Services for the 
Agricultural  Building and also to follow this on the Agenda with 
the Historic Properties Commission. 
 
     Commissioner  DeMarcus  reported that around 40 persons were 
present  at  the  briefing by Karen Buckle on the Senior Citizens 
Center   on  January  30  at  2:15  in  the  Community  Building. 
Commissioner DeMarcus moved that we add a task force of 7 to plan 
for  a  Senior  Citizen's Center and if we need to establish sub-               
committees  this would be the first step.  Commissioner Messinger 
seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     In   order   to  help  the  problems  in  North  Kannapolis, 
Commissioner  DeMarcus  reported that she had gone down and urged 
the  Kannapolis  City  officials  to go ahead with the zoning and 
asked  our  planning  board  to help them.  She said the Planning 
Board  was agreeable and that the Cabarrus Planning Board offered 
their  assistance  also.  She  said  the  Kannapolis group held a 
meeting  on  January 28 and adopted lot sizes for trailers.  That 
two   business  concerns  had  been  denied  alcoholic  licenses. 
Commissioner  DeMarcus  said  the Kannapolis people filled up the 
room  and  that  three  County  Commissioners were there offering 
their support. 
 
     Commissioner  Cohen  made  a  motion  to  go  into Executive 
Session to discuss a matter of personnel.  Commissioner Messinger 
seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to come out of Executive 
Session  and  back  into Regular Session.  Commissioner Messinger 
seconded with unanimous approval. 
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     Commissioners  agreed  to  authorize  Craige  Trexler, Codes 
Enforcement Officer to hire an additional inspector. 
 
     There  being  no further business, Chairman Steele adjourned 
the meeting until 1:30 p.m. February 11, 1985. 
 
 
 
                                    Respectfully submitted, 
 
                                    Brenda L. Honeycutt, Clerk 
                                    Board of County Commissioners 


