
 
 
 
 
 
               MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
                     ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
                          ADJOURNED MEETING 
                        BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 
                            JUNE 29, 1987 
 
     The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in Adjourned 
Session in the Community Building on June 29, 1987 at 7:00 P.M.  The 
following members were present:  Chairman Richard Messinger, Vice-
Chairman J. Newton Cohen, Sr., Commissioner Jamima DeMarcus, 
Commissioner George Knox and Commissioner Wilborn Swaim. 
 
     Chairman Messinger called the meeting to order and opened the 
Public Hearing to hear comments from the floor concerning the 1987-
88 budget. 
 
     Libby Gish told Commissioners that she wanted to know the 
status of the Live and Learn Program.  She was informed that this 
program will be getting $16,433 of the $25,349 that was requested. 
Chairman Messinger told her that it was the sentiment of the 
Commission that they were hesitant to get involved with new 
programs. 
 
     Frankie Owens told Commissioners that he had hoped that they 
could, "quit meeting like this";  but, he quoted, "taxes keep 
creeping up".  He said he was a bit disturbed about the Commission's 
continuous partnership with Salisbury, not only with the money, but 
the proposed $50,000 to conduct a merger study;  and to be given the 
"back of their hand" when the time came for financial assistance 
concerning 911.  Chairman Messinger commented that everyone was 
aware of 911, that the County had concluded an arrangement with the 
City for sharing 911 expense. 
 
     Mr. Herb Rhodes had been asked to be at the meeting to give 
Commissioners more information concerning "Horizons Unlimited"!  He 
had given each Commissioner a copy of the page of the last will and 
testament of Jack Knox pertaining to Horizons Unlimited.  Mr. Knox 
had requested that five years following his death, should be 
adequate time to arrange for construction of additional facilities 
of Horizons Unlimited.  He said if construction had not started by 
then, that he would direct that 80% of the residue of his estate be 
equally divided between and distributed to Davidson College and the 
Citadel Development Foundation.  (attachment 1) Mr. Rhodes commented 
that they had $450,000 of Mr. Knox's money and $40,000 in grant 



money which would probably be enough to build the walls and 
hopefully receive more in private funding. Mr. Rhodes said the money 
was not a matching gift as earlier reported.  However, it will cost 
$750,000 to $800,000 to build the new facility.  Commissioner Knox  
told Mr.  Rhodes that the Commission wanted to support this program, but right 
now, did not know how much they could give.  Mr. Rhodes said any amount would be 
helpful. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus asked that the discussion on schools be reopened that 
she had a few comments to make concerning supplement for teachers and the 
$50,000 for the merger study.  Chairman Messinger explained the action that 
Commissioners took at their last meeting which Commissioner DeMarcus was unable 
to attend concerning the $50,000 for merger study.  No action was taken on a 
supplement for teachers.  Commissioner DeMarcus said she objected to spending 
that much money on a study because she felt that they could have found someone 
to do it cheaper.  Much discussion followed concerning a supplement for county 
teachers.  Discussion evolved around wanting to supplement the county, but not 
the City or Kannapolis; but to increase the City's capital outlay.  Commissioner 
DeMarcus made a motion to take the $350,000 from escrow(merger) and place it 
into the county's current expense.  $278,530 going to the county, $50,855 to the 
City and $20,615 to Kannapolis.  Commissioner Knox seconded.  The motion passing 
with Commissioners Cohen and Messinger voting against. 
 
     There being no further discussion on the budget, Chairman Messinger 
declared the Public Hearing closed. 
 
     County Manager said, the Budget Ordinance for 1987-88 has a tax rate of 48 
cents or a 2 1/2 ¢ increase. 
 
     County Manager made corrections to the ordinance pertaining to schools.  
Commissioner Knox made a motion that the budget ordinance be adopted as amended.  
Commissioner DeMarcus seconded.  The motion passing with Commissioner Cohen 
voting against. (attachment #2) 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to approve the adoption of the 
resolution obligating the issuance of Library Bonds. Commissioner Knox seconded 
with unanimous approval.  (attachment#3) 
 
     Commissioner Swaim moved to approve the renaming of Salisbury Boulevard to 
Jake Alexander Boulevard.  Commissioner DeMarcus seconded.  Commissioner Cohen 
offering a substitute offer to name it Alexander Boulevard.  Since this request 
was made by the State, Commissioner Cohen withdrew his substitute motion.  The 
motion was voted unanimously.  (attachment #4) 
 
     Commissioner Knox made a motion that the Board of Rowan County 
Commissioners go on record opposing House Bill 1204, "Water Authority 
Condemnation" and Senate Joint Resolution 855, a joint resolution authorizing 
the Legislative research commission to study the interbasin transfer of water 
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and instream flows.  Commissioner Swaim seconded with unanimous approval.  
(attachment # 5 & 6) 
 
     County Manager said the bill to authorize Rowan County to levy a room 
occupancy and tourism development tax had passed both houses and Commissioners 
would have to call a public hearing to address it. Commissioner DeMarcus made a 
motion to place it on the Agenda for Commissioners regular meeting in July to be 
held on August 3.  (The bill states that Commissioners would have to give ten 
days public notice ) Commissioner Knox seconded with unanimous approval. 
(attachment # 7) 
 
     There being no further business, Chairman Messinger adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
                                        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                                        Brenda L. Honeycutt, Clerk 
                                        Board of County Commissioners 


