
 
 
 
 
               MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
                     ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
                           REGULAR MEETING 
                           AUGUST 3, 1987 
 
     The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in Regular Session 
in the Community Building on August 3, 1987 at 9:00 A.M.  The 
following members were present:  Chairman Richard Messinger, Vice-
Chairman J. Newton Cohen, Sr., Commissioner Jamima DeMarcus, 
Commissioner George Knox and Commissioner Wilborn Swaim. 
 
     Chairman Messinger called the meeting to order and opened with 
prayer. 
 
     Commissioner Swaim moved approval the minutes of July 7, both 
sets, and July 22.  Commissioner DeMarcus seconded with unanimous 
approval. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus reported that she had reports to make at 
the end of the meeting as additions to the agenda. 
 
     Correspondence:  (1) from Juanita Olsen, Executive Director of 
the Rowan County Vocational Workshop, Inc. a letter thanking the 
Commission for their budget allocation and for additional space in 
Shuford School for their program. 
 
     (2) a memo from State Treasurer, State Board of Education 
concerning understanding the fiscal impact of recently-enacted 
legislation upon the counties and schools as it relates to the need 
for new school facilities. 
 
     (3) Meet your congressman, Bill Hefner Monday August 31 at noon 
at the Salisbury Civic Center.  Mr. Russell also reported that Mr. 
Hefner will conduct a county-wide meeting at the court house on 
August 17 at 7:30 P.M. 
 
     Board Appointments:  Commissioner Swaim moved the appointment 
of Harry Welch to the ABC Board.  Commissioner Knox moved the 
reappointment of Jack Crowell.  Commissioner Cohen moved to close 
the nominations.  Commissioner Knox seconded.  Commissioners 
DeMarcus and Knox voting for Jack Crowell.  Commissioners Swaim, 
Cohen and Chairman Messinger voting for Harry Welch. 
 



     Commissioner DeMarcus moved the reappointment of Addie Morris, 
C.H. Watson, Sr. and Edith Hinshaw to the Aging Advisory Council. 
Commissioner Swaim seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus moved the appointment of Jean Huneycutt, 
Juanita Lagg, Albert Stout, Ned Norris and Roscoe Giles to the  
Domiciliary Homes Community Advisory Committee.  Commissioner Knox seconded with 
unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioners tabled the appointment to the P.D. River Basin Board of 
Directors in order to receive recommendations to this Board from the City of 
Salisbury. 
 
     Commissioner Swaim moved the appointment of Senator Paul Smith to the 
Hazardous Materials Advisory Council.  Commissioner DeMarcus seconded with 
unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner Knox moved the appointment of J. Newton Cohen, Sr. as the 
local representative to the Hazardous Materials Advisory Council by acclamation.  
Commissioner Swaim seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioners agreed to table for one month the replacement of Danny 
Williams on the Centralina Development Corporation Board. 
 
     Chairman Messinger declared the Public Hearing open to hear comments 
concerning levying a room occupancy and tourism development tax.  Chairman 
Messinger said the Board is considering a 1% tax of the gross receipts derived 
from the rental of any room, lodging or similar accommodation furnished by a 
hotel, motel, inn, or similar place within the county that is subject to sales 
tax imposed by the State under G.S. 105-164.4(3) effective October 1, 1987. 
 
     Ed Hayden, citizen, asked who will be serving on this committee.  It was 
established that it would be one County Commissioner, non-voting, one City 
member, non-voting, one-Historical member, one-Spencer Shops, three- at large.  
That the County Commissioners would review their budget.  Commissioner DeMarcus 
commented that the composition of this board should be changed since the City 
declined to help fund.  She felt that the Commissioners should be given a vote 
and not ex officio. Commissioner Swaim made a motion to request the Tourism 
Committee to consider re-alignment in the make-up of this committee making the 
County Commissioner a voting member.  Commissioner Knox seconded. Commissioner 
Cohen was in favor of postponing and asking the Committee to come back with the 
reconstruction of the board. Commissioner DeMarcus said she was in favor of the 
1% and wanted to proceed with it.  The motion was unanimous.  Commissioner 
DeMarcus moved to approve the resolution levying a room occupancy and tourism 
development tax of 1% effective October 1, 1987.  Commissioner Knox seconded 
with unanimous approval. (attached) 
 
     At this time, Chairman Messinger presented to Karen Haywood, outgoing news 
reporter, a Certificate of Appreciation. 
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     County Manager presented to Commissioners a proposal to amend the Codes 
Enforcement Ordinance.  Mr. Russell explained that it was a variance to allow 
contractors to have a charge account. Commissioner Swaim said it was a 
reasonable request.  The way the ordinance reads now is that general contractors 
are required to provide a $1,000 bond before they are allowed to establish 
credit. Commissioner Cohen said the bond covers repairing streets if the 
contractor doesn't do the repairs after construction is finished. Commissioner 
Cohen made a motion to issue credit but maintain the bond for protection for the 
city - amend to make it specify. Commissioner Swaim seconded with unanimous 
approval. (attached) 
 
     Wayne Simpson, Tax Collector reported total collections for July amounting 
to $119,823.27.  (attached) 
 
     Commissioner Knox made a motion to approve the Personnel Ordinance as 
amended.  Commissioner DeMarcus seconded with unanimous approval.  (in ordinance 
book) 
 
     Gene Myers, a citizen who lives beside the Powlas estate, one of six sites 
in Rowan County being considered for a hazardous waste facility, told 
Commissioners, "they don't want it there"!  They see problems with all kinds of 
trucks coming in. 
 
     Bill Burgin, Ramsay Associates told Commissioners that they were looking at 
a August 14 deadline on the Agriculture Building. He said it would take two days 
to finish painting. 
 
     Mr. Russell had received two proposals for the sale of the old P.O.  One 
from Southfield Properties, Inc. who offered $100,000.00 and the other from 
United Arts Council who asked the County to give it to them and on receipt of 
the building will invest approximately $2,500,000 to repair, restore, and adapt 
the building for their purposes.  (attached two proposals) 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus said she was not willing to sell the Post Office to 
private industry for $100,000.00.  Chairman Messinger said maybe by next meeting 
they could absorb what can be done. 
 
     After a short break, County Manager informed Commissioners of the Personnel 
Transactions during July. (attached) 
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     Interest was reported:  $27,145 in the General Fund for total funds.  
(attached) 
 
     Refunds:  To Garnett S. Hobbs, $30.00 she decided not to build. 
               From the Inspection Department 
 
               To David C. Morgan, III, $44.04 double taxed. 
               From the Tax Supervisor's Office 
 
               Ambulance refunds- $148.80. 
 
               To Chipper E. Thomas- $10.00- no wiring in building 
               from the Inspection Department 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus moved the approval of the refunds. 
Commissioner Knox seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner Swaim made a motion to write off $5,165.90 in 
outstanding Medicaid accounts.  Commissioner Cohen seconded with 
unanimous approval. (attached) 
 
     Commissioners concurred with the County Manager on his proposal 
for a study committee on Courthouse and Jail expansion.  He is 
proposing that the Commission establish a study committee comprised 
of an architect, Sheriff, Judges, Clerk of Court, District Attorney, 
Commissioner, Manager and any other affected agency.  This committee 
would review existing space and needs for the next five-ten year 
period, make recommendations to Commission early Spring of 1988 and 
these recommendations could be considered during 88-89 budget 
review.   (attached) 
 
     Mr. Russell had received a letter from Learn and Live , Jay 
Buxton, President thanking Commissioners for their appropriation of 
$16,433.00. 
 
     Commissioner Knox made a motion to approve the request from 
Locke Volunteer Fire Department to have their driveway to their new 
fire station paved by the Department of Transportation. Commissioner 
DeMarcus seconded with unanimous approval. (attached) 
 
     Commissioners tabled the Emergency Management Alarm Ordinance. 
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     A letter from the Hazardous Waste Treatment Commission 
identifying Hazardous Waste Sites Facilities in Rowan County and 
informing the Commissioners that the Commission will hold additional 
public meetings during the next six weeks in those counties in which 
potential sites remain. (attached) 
 
     Commissioners agreed to invite the eight companies that produce 
hazardous waste in this county to a meeting.  Chairman Messinger 
said this would not be a critical analysis, but will be to educate 
us. 
 
     Mr. Dave Graham, Jr. General Manager of the ABC Board gave 
Commissioners a copy of the comparative statement of operations and 
distributions for the years ended June 30, 1986 and 87.(attached) 
 
     County Manager announced that there would be a groundbreaking 
ceremony at the Rowan County Library that afternoon at 5:00 P.M. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus informed Commissioners that Edith Clark 
had made an inventory of things that had been in the Henderson Law 
Office and the Library and it is very interesting.  She said most of 
the furniture in the DAR Room came from the Library and what was 
left to the County.  She said that the two red-leather chairs in 
Tim's office was used when Dwight Isenhour spoke at Catawba in 1954 
and he liked them so well that he directed his secret service to 
find out where they were made in order to copy them for use at his 
Gettysburg Farm. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus reported that Parks and Recreation had 
initiated a survey on their security. 
 
     At the Library, Mr. Jim Hurley, Finance Committee, reported 
that their committee now has $360,000 of the $500,000 that they were 
raising for extra things;  and also that they have signed a lease 
with Southern Bell for the parking lot. 
 
     Mrs. DeMarcus had received a letter from Alice Sloan Hoyle 
informing her that she had been asked to write a progress report on 
Sloan Park. 
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     Mrs. DeMarcus said the Volunteer Recognition Committee had met 
and had selected three persons that they are nominating for the Nine 
Who Care Program. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus told the Board that she had met with the 
City and talked about Emergency and Dispatching.  Jim Dunn, 
Councilman, talked about various entitlement programs that the City 
was eligible for and she asked him if any of those grants were 
available for the County.  He wrote Mrs. DeMarcus and gave her 
information which stated that we were eligible for some and informed 
her that Jack Kizer, Centralina Council of Governments was excellent 
in preparing these applications for local governments.  Commissioner 
DeMarcus suggested that the County Manager get in touch with Mr. 
Kizer. 
 
     Commissioner Swaim said Mr. Koontz, Social Services Director in 
his report to Commissioners had commented that his building receives 
very little cleaning.  Asked County Manager to get in touch with Mr. 
Sloop and report this to him. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to go into Executive 
Session to discuss a matter concerning Landfill.  Commissioner Knox 
seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner Knox made a motion to come out of Executive 
Session and back into Regular Session.  Commissioner DeMarcus 
seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     No action was taken while in Executive Session. 
 
     There being no further business, Chairman Messinger adjourned 
the meeting until August 12 at 9:00 A.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                        Respectfully submitted, 
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                                        Brenda L. Honeycutt, Clerk 
                                        Board of County Commissioners 


