
 
 
 
 
               MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
                     ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
                           REGULAR MEETING 
                          SEPTEMBER 8, 1987 
 
     The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in Regular Session 
in the Community Building on September 8, 1987 at 9:00 A.M.  The 
following members were present:  Chairman Richard Messinger, Vice-
Chairman J. Newton Cohen, Sr., Commissioner Jamima DeMarcus, 
Commissioner George Knox and Commissioner Wilborn Swaim. 
 
     Chairman Messinger called the meeting to order and Commissioner 
Swaim opened with prayer. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to approve the minutes of 
August 24 with corrections to: (1) Page 2, top paragraph, line 10, 
to change except to accept. (2) Page 2- last paragraph- to add to 
send copies of Hazardous Waste Resolutions to the State Commission. 
(3) - page 4- first paragraph- to read Commissioner DeMarcus said 
she would be willing for our attorneys to talk with Mr. McClamrock's 
attorneys to make suggestions what we might can offer through 
restoration of the farm.  (4) Page 5- 3rd. paragraph- to change the 
spelling of plummer- to plumber.  (5)- page 4- 2nd. paragraph- last 
line- both Commissioners Cohen and Knox agreed that Mr. Stratton 
should increase his buying price for the Old Post Office to let the 
records show that.  With these corrections, Commissioner Knox 
seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Correspondence: 
 
     (1) Announcement from the Economic Development Commission that 
on Wednesday, September 9, they will hold their regular meeting. (2) 
Announcement from the Association of Counties on winning $180 
million revenue sharing lawsuit.  County Manager reported that Rowan 
County will receive approximately $24,441.  (3) A letter from the 
Department of State Treasurer Retirement Systems Division informing 
us of an increase in employer's contribution rates, (4) Information 
from Harry Whalen, EDC Director, on two hazardous waste incinerators 
located in South Carolina,   (5) Letters from producers of Hazardous 
Waste regarding types of waste and how they dispose of it for future 
reference. 
 
     Chairman Messinger commented that the producers of hazardous 
waste appear to be on top-of-it; County Manager said most of them 
are members of our Hazardous Materials Advisory Council; Chairman 



Messinger commented that,"if the County is stuck with a facility 
site, we do have a lot of in-house talent". 
 
     Commissioner Swaim made a motion to declare the week of  
September 12- through 19th. as Constitution Bicentennial Week in Rowan County.  
Commissioner Knox seconded with unanimous approval.(attachment #6) 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to declare the week of September 17th.- 
through 23rd.  as Constitution Week in Rowan County.  Commissioner Knox seconded 
with unanimous approval. (#7) 
 
     Commissioner Knox made a motion to approve the request of the Department of 
Transportation to acquire a 45 ft. right of way, twenty-two and one-half(22.5) 
ft. from the existing center line on each side of the above subject road 
(Cemetery St.) Providence Township.  Commissioner Swaim seconded with unanimous 
approval.(#8) 
 
     BOARD APPOINTMENTS: 
 
     Commissioner Swaim made a motion to approve the re-appointment of Mrs. 
Betty Miller to the Rowan County Housing Authority. Commissioner Cohen seconded 
with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner Knox moved the re-appointment of Rev. Harry Rau to the Aging 
Advisory Council.  Commissioner DeMarcus seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner Swaim moved the appointment of Faye Porter to replace the 
unexpired term of Rev. Jay Whitley on the Aging Advisory Council.  Commissioner 
DeMarcus seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioners deferred appointment to the Centralina Development 
Corporation. 
 
     Chairman Messinger asked Commissioner Knox to work with the Domiciliary 
Home Community Advisory Committee Chairperson in getting a recommendation for 
appointment to replace Rev. Bullock who does not wish to be reappointed. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus moved the reappointment of Billy C. Rufty to the 
Domiciliary Home Community Advisory Committee for a three-year term.  
Commissioner Knox seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus moved the City's recommendation of Bill Murdoch to 
the P.D. River Basin Board of Director.  Commissioner Swaim seconded with 
unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioners deferred appointment to the Salisbury Rowan Human Relations 
Council. 
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     Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to approve the appointment of John K. 
Corriher to the China Grove Planning Board from the extraterritorial area.  
Commissioner Knox seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner Knox moved the appointment of Gene Stirewalt as a new fire 
commissioner to the Locke Township Fire Department and approved appointments of 
Edith Sloop and Elbert Culp who are now serving.  Commissioner Cohen seconded 
with unanimous approval. 
 
     Chairman Messinger informed the Board that he had talked with Sara Cook 
concerning recommending appointments to the Challenge 87 Committee for fighting 
Adolescent Drug Problems and that she would get a list for him later during the 
meeting. 
 
     Chairman Messinger commented that he had talked with Carl Eagle, a member 
of the County Board of Education Merger group, and that he would arrange a date 
for the next merger meeting. 
 
     At 9:30 A.M. Chairman Messinger called the Public Hearing to order to 
change the name of Mt. Pleasant Church Road to Organ Church Road and announced 
that he would hear from persons in favor of the road name change.  Rev. David 
Swygert pastor of Organ Lutheran Church said there has been talk for the past 
six years in getting the road renamed and with the 911 emergency telephone 
number in the county, addresses will be changed to numbered road names and now 
would be a good time to do it.  County Manager stated that almost 100% of the 
people living along Mount Pleasant Church Road in this part of Rowan County 
signed petitions asking for the change. 
 
     Marjorie Almond of Granite Quarry was the only person to speak against it.  
She said that the road runs directly to Mt. Pleasant in Cabarrus County; and 
there was a church off the road to the right near Mt. Pleasant.  Mr. Brown 
(citizen) stated that church sits at least a block off the road; and that Mt. 
Pleasant Church Road extends approximately seven miles in Cabarrus County before 
it reaches the town.  Commissioner Cohen commented that the road would be 
keeping its Mt. Pleasant name in Cabarrus County. 
 
     Chairman Messinger then read the resolution to change the name of Mt. 
Pleasant Church Road to Organ Church Road.  Commissioner Cohen moving to approve 
the road name change subject to approval of the N.C. Department of 
Transportation.  Commissioner Knox seconded with unanimous approval. (#9) 
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     Chairman Messinger then closed the public hearing and opened regular 
session. 
 
     Jim Hicks, Chairman of the Tourist and Convention Committee had been asked 
by Chairman Messinger to attend the meeting to talk to Commissioners concerning 
appointments to the authority.  Chairman Messinger commented that he had some 
discussion with Mr. Hicks and had discussed it with Commissioner DeMarcus who is 
our representative on the Tourism Committee, and they would like to suggest to 
other Commissioners and Mr. Hicks to make up a group. 
 
     Commissioners had been sent a memorandum from Chairman Messinger outlining 
what he and Commissioner DeMarcus supported as the makeup of the Authority.  
County Commissioner- 1- appointed by the County, City Counsel Member- 1- 
appointed by the City, Hotel People- 2- appointed by the County - Other Tourist 
People- 2-appointed by the County- Historic Salisbury Foundation- 1- appointed 
by the County- Spencer Shops- 1- appointed by the County- Chamber of Commerce- 
1- appointed by the County. (10) 
 
     An earlier letter by Chairman Messinger had suggested a seven member board 
which did not include Historic Salisbury Foundation or the Spencer Shops.  
Chairman Messinger stated that the Historic Salisbury Foundation was a strong 
force in tourism in this community.  Mr. Hicks agreed that the Foundation and 
Spencer Shops bring in the bulk of tourists to this County and recommended that 
the Commissioners approve the make up of the board and that he would come to 
Commissioner's October meeting with recommendations for appointments and he also 
reminded the Commission that collection of the occupancy tax was supposed to 
begin in October.  Chairman Messinger told Mr. Hicks that it was unanimous with 
the Board that he serve as Chairman on this Committee. 
 
     Wayne Simpson, Tax Collector, reported collections for all units and all 
purposes amounted to $104,051.84 during August.(11) 
 
     Wayne Ashworth, Emergency Management Director, asked Commissioners to 
approve an alarm ordinance based on the one already in effect in the City of 
Salisbury.  He told Commissioners he thought the fee structure was too low and 
asked recommendations from the Commission.  After much discussion, Commissioner 
DeMarcus made a motion to accept the alarm ordinance as presented and ask Mr. 
Ashworth to talk to the City concerning fee structure.  Commissioner Swaim 
seconded with unanimous approval. (12) 
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     Doug Tennent, Architect , told Commissioners that Southern Bell was slowing 
down construction to the renovations of the Department of Social Services 
offices.  He asked Commissioners help in getting action from Southern Bell in 
moving the existing telephone lines to make way for a new elevator at the 
building.  Chairman Messinger asked Doug to try and contact Basil Williams who 
works with Southern Bell in this region and requested that the County Manager 
contact Phil Poindexter, Winston Salem Building Industry Consultant Services.    
(13) 
 
     County Manager asked Commissioners to exclude from the agenda, the 
selection of a contractor for the County's Revaluation Project. He explained 
that Wallace Peeler, Rowan County Tax Assessor and Daryl Shelby, Data Processing 
Supervisor will be looking at projects and will come back next month with a 
recommendation. 
 
     County Manager reported a monthly activity report from Personnel outlining 
those who have joined the County and those who have left.(#14) 
 
     Interest reported at $94,785 earned through August 31, 1987. (15) 
 
 
     Refunds:  Ambulance- $226.60- five all total. (16) 
 
     From Codes Enforcement Office: 
 
                        To:  KCB Construction Company 
                             the amount of $17.50 
                             Reason- Overpayment on Permit numbers 
 
                             Terry Gene Cox 
                             The amount of $35.00 
                             Reason: Decided not to move Mobile Home 
 
                             Napoleon Krider 
                             the amount of $47.75- 
                             Overcharge 
 
     From Health Department: 
                        To:  Netanna Kinney 
                             the amount of $25.00 
                             Double payment 
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                             William Rambo 
                             the amount of $195.00 
                             decided to have preliminary evaluation 
                             instead of site evaluations. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to approve the refunds. 
Commissioner Knox seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Chairman Messinger announced that he had received the list of 
recommendations for appointment to the Challenge 87 Committee for 
Fighting Adolescent Drug Problems and noted that Commissioners had 
received a copy of it.  Commissioner DeMarcus recommended that the 
whole list be approved, listing Larry and Lawana Ford, Sara Cook, 
Beverly Mitchell, Jackie Mackey, Steve Beaver with the Rowan County 
Sheriff's Office, Karen Barbee with the Salisbury Police Department, 
Mike Connell with the Rowan Helping Ministries, Colby Cockran with 
the Rowan County Schools, Pat McQuire with the Salisbury City 
Schools, Bobbi Queen with the Rowan County Department of Social 
Services and Karen Wenker with the Tri-County Mental Health Complex. 
Commissioner Swaim moved approval.  Commissioner Cohen seconded with 
unanimous approval.    (17) 
 
     Bill Burgin, Architect with Ramsey Associates told 
Commissioners that he was anticipating settling-down problems in the 
new Agriculture/EOC Building; and that he had a meeting scheduled 
for the next day to go over this list. 
 
     Flagpole: 
 
     Mr. Burgin showed Commissioners some sketches of flagpoles.  He 
said the cost for a 50ft. flagpole would be $3,361.00.  Commissioner 
DeMarcus said the town of China Grove had one that was much cheaper 
than this. 
 
     After much discussion concerning flagpoles, Commissioner Knox 
made a motion authorizing Architect to go ahead with the purchase of 
flagpole.  Chairman Messinger added not to exceed $3,500.00 and 
directed the Architect to contact Steve Luther, Town Clerk in China 
Grove about their flagpole.  Commissioner DeMarcus seconded with 
unanimous approval. 
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     Chairman Messinger directed County Manager to compile a study 
for them on a County flag.  Commissioner DeMarcus asked Tim to write 
to Mr. Hefner in securing a U.S. Flag and to our Raleigh delegates 
in reference to a State flag. 
 
     Sheriff Bob Martin told Commissioners that he would prefer 
keeping his dispatchers in his office, reason being, mainly, the DCI 
system.  This is an interstate police information system accessed 
through the sheriff's office dispatch terminals, he said the move 
would complicate investigations. 
 
     Sheriff Martin reported that the Rowan County Sheriff's Office 
Wellness program was well under way and that progress was being 
made. (attachment #18) 
 
     Commissioner Cohen made a motion to go into Executive Session 
to discuss landfill.  Commissioner Swaim seconded with unanimous 
approval. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to come out of Executive 
Session.  Commissioner Knox seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     No action was taken while in Executive Session. 
 
     There being no further business, Chairman Messinger adjourned 
the meeting. 
 
 
 
                                        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                                        Brenda L. Honeycutt, Clerk 
                                        Board of County Commissioners 


