
 
 
               MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
                     ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
                           CALLED MEETING 
                          OCTOBER 22, 1987 
 
     The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in Called Session 
in the Community Building on October 22, 1987 at 9:45 A.M.  The 
following members were present:  Chairman Richard Messinger, Vice-
Chairman J. Newton Cohen, Sr., Commissioner Jamima DeMarcus and 
Commissioner George Knox.  Absent:  Commissioner Wilborn Swaim. 
 
     Chairman Messinger called the meeting to order and opened with 
prayer. 
 
     Chairman Messinger said the meeting had been called to address 
the subject of the Rowan Defense Fund.  He stated that when he was 
requested to call a meeting he asked the County Attorney to bring to 
the called meeting a recommendation of an attorney with 
environmental expertise to work with the County attorney and the 
Rowan Defense Fund in providing a location for a Hazardous Waste 
facility in Rowan County.  He was the one who asked the County 
attorney that this be done. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus commented that the Rowan Defense Fund had 
asked the Commissioners to consider hiring a lawyer with 
environmental expertise.  She further commented that she thought the 
Board should commit to a certain dollar figure for this service; to 
ask the State Hazardous Waste Commission to hold another public 
hearing in Rowan County and to make revisions to the County's 
Hazardous Waste Ordinance raising fees and stronger regulations. 
Mrs. DeMarcus said the County Attorney had been asked for his 
recommendations.  Attorney Mack Blankenship attending the meeting 
for Clarence Kluttz, County Attorney, handed Commissioners Mr. 
Kluttz's recommendations which were to seek assistance from the 
Rowan Defense Fund in selecting a lawyer with environmental 
expertise; but that the actual employment of the lawyer would be up 
to the County Commissioners after considering his qualifications and 
his proposed charges, etc. 
 
     Mr. Blankenship suggested two lawyers to the Commissioners: (1) 
Glenn Dunn, Associate Poyner and Spruill, Raleigh, $95 per hour, and 
(2) Charles Case, Partner Moore and Van Allen in Raleigh, $150 per 
hour.  Mr. Blankenship said he was equally impressed with both of 
these men; but that it was important to mobilize and act promptly 
and Mr. Dunn could begin work right away.  Commissioner DeMarcus 
made a motion to hire the firm of Glenn Dunn, Associate. 
Commissioner Knox seconded.  After much discussion from the Board, 
Commissioner Cohen amended the motion to commit $20,000. 



Commissioner Knox said he would accept but that he preferred 
committing $25,000 instead of $20,000.  Commissioner Cohen accepted. 
The motion was voted unanimously. 
 
     Mr. Ed Clement, a member of the Rowan Defense Fund said, "they would 
endorse this recommendation, and the $25,000 was a very good start". 
 
     Commissioners agreed that the State Hazardous Waste Commission should 
submit in writing confirming their next tentatively set meeting scheduled for 
October 27 at 10 A.M. for site visits. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to ask the State Hazardous Waste 
Commission to hold another public hearing in Rowan County concerning the U.S. 70 
site under consideration for the Hazardous Waste Facility.  Commissioner Knox 
seconded with unanimous approval. County Manager was asked to see what he could 
work out on a date for this public hearing. 
 
     Ed Clement, member of the Rowan Defense Fund commented that it would be to 
their advantage to delay the public hearing. Commissioner Cohen said they would 
need to proceed as fast as they could since Senate Bill 114-"water flow in 
Second Creek" was working in their favor, if they wait, this bill might get 
"axed". 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus suggested that this new attorney, Glenn 
Dunn, Associate could help revise the Hazardous Waste Ordinance. 
 
     Chairman Messinger at this time, 10:10 A.M. adjourned the 
meeting. 
 
 
                                       Respectfully submitted 
 
 
                                       Brenda L. Honeycutt, Clerk 
                                       Board of County Commissioners 


