
                 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
                       ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
                            REGULAR MEETING 
                            OCTOBER 3, 1988 
 
 
     The Board of Rowan County Commissioners met in Regular 
Session in the Community Building on October 3, 1988 at 9:00 A.M. 
 
           PRESENT: J. Newton Cohen, Vice-Chairman 
                    Wilborn Swaim, Member 
                    George C. Knox, Member 
                    Jamima DeMarcus, Member 
 
           ABSENT:  Richard Messinger, Chairman 
 
     Vice-Chairman Cohen called the meeting to order and 
Commissioner Knox gave the invocation. 
 
     Commissioner Knox made a motion to approve the minutes for 
the September 12 and 13, 1988 meetings.  Commissioner Swaim 
seconded the motion.  Commissioner DeMarcus asked to verify the 
spelling of "Pyecki" on page 8, paragraph 2 of the September 12 
meeting.  With no further discussion the minutes were unanimously 
approved. 
 
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: 
 
     As an addition to the Agenda, Commissioner DeMarcus asked 
that the Commission act on the request from the Office on Aging 
Advisory Committee which has been delayed several months. 
Commissioner DeMarcus also requested discussion with the Economic 
Development Commission on Globe Mfg. which was to locate in 
Spencer, N. C. 
 
     Commissioner Knox requested that he be allowed to give his 
recommendation for appointment to the Tri-County Mental Health 
Board. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
     Copy of memo from Herbert Hawley on "Sickle Cell Anemia: 
Bridging the Gap".  A satellite teleconference will be held on 
October 5 at Rowan-Cabarrus Community College. 
 
     Copy of letter from N. C. Low-Level Radioactive Waste 
Management Authority giving notice of public presentations to be 
presented as part of the process of selecting a facility in North 
Carolina. 
 
     Copy of the Annual Audit Report from the Rowan County Board 
of Education for the Year Ended June 30, 1988. 
 



     Copy of the N. C. Hazardous Waste 1987 Annual Report. 
 
BOARD APPOINTMENTS: 
 
     Tim Russell, County Manager stated there was still one 
vacancy to be filled on the Domiciliary Home Community Advisory 
Committee and one vacancy for Fire Commissioner for Union Fire 
Department which was deferred from last month. 
 
     Mr. Russell stated that Bill Brady, President of the Union 
Fire Department has been in contact with Mr. Messinger, Chairman, 
and stated that the names submitted were in priority order. 
Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to appoint Neil Pierce to 
this vacancy which expires on June 30, 1989.  Commissioner Swaim 
seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Commissioner Knox stated he had contacted Rosella Caldwell 
about serving on this board and she is to inform him at a later 
date if she can accept the position.  Commissioner Swaim made a 
motion to approve this recommendation and if she cannot serve 
someone else will be appointed.  Commissioner Knox seconded with 
unanimous approval. 
 
     Tim Russell, County Manager, presented a letter from Susan 
Sherrill who has resigned from the Tri-County Mental Health Board 
leaving a vacancy to be filled.  Also, the Tri-County Health 
Board plans to increase its board members by one from each 
county.  Commissioners asked questions and discussion followed. 
 
     Commissioner Knox recommended Dr. Bryant Norman to replace 
Susan Sherrill.  Commissioner DeMarcus seconded with unanimous 
approval. 
 
UPDATE ON HIGHWAY 152 PROPERTY: 
 
     Tim Russell, County Manager, presented an update on the 
Highway 152 property which has been purchased for a Compactor 
Recycling Center.  He stated the Commissioners needed to decide 
whether to approve the exchange of property and have a Public 
Hearing.  Commissioners asked questions and discussion followed. 
Commissioner Knox made a motion to have the Public Hearing at the 
November 7, 1988 meeting at 9:45 A.M.  Commissioner DeMarcus 
seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
REQUEST TO CLOSE ROAD: 
 
     Michael Webb spoke for Dr. John Barr on the Resolution to 
close "Old Highway #70" from State Road #1744 to New Highway #70. 
 
     Commissioner Cohen asked if he would consider having the 
road relocated instead of closed.  He stated he would consider 
this and it would not effect the present development.  Comments 
and discussion followed on this matter. 
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     Commissioner Swaim made a motion to hold a Public Hearing on 
November 7, 1988 at 9:30 A.M.  Commissioner Knox seconded with 
unanimous approval. 
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PROCLAMATION: 
 
     Brenda Smith, President of the Rowan County PTA Council, 
requested that the Commissioners proclaim the month of October as 
Parent Teacher Association Month.  Commissioner Knox made a 
motion to grant this request.  Commissioner DeMarcus seconded 
with unanimous approval. 
 
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT: 
 
     Wayne Simpson, Tax Collector reported collection for all 
funds and units during the month of September to be 
$l,045,386.48.  Commissioners asked questions and made comments 
regarding the report. 
 
     Commissioner Cohen asked about a toll free telephone number 
for North Kannapolis residents.  Tim Russell, County Manager 
stated that because of the present telephone system in the county 
a line would have to be installed for each telephone number and 
would not be feasible with this present system. 
 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT REQUEST: 
 
     Herbert Hawley, Director of Health Department, requested 
that $12,500 of State awarded funds be allocated to make a Public 
Health Nurse I part-time position full time.  This would free up 
other monies to also make the Health Educator position a full-
time position. 
 
     Mr. Hawley also informed the Commissioners that State Funds 
for Environmental Health in the amount of $3,000 has been 
allocated to Rowan County.  He requested that this money be used 
for items listed on the attached sheet. 
 
     Commissioners asked questions and discussion followed. 
Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to approve the two requests 
submitted.  Commissioner Knox seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Mr. Hawley also presented an update on the Prenatal Clinic. 
He stated an increase for physicians was needed and information 
would be submitted to Commissioners at a later date. 
 
RECYCLING: 
 
     Paul Canup presented an update on the County Recycling 
Program.  He stated he had received a memo regarding motors and 
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fluorescent lights on appliances.  He said the county had two 
options.  One would be to take off the motors and fluorescent 
lights or either leave them on and have it deducted from the 
price.  Questions and discussion followed and Commissioner 
DeMarcus recommended delaying action on this until the next 
meeting. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus stated that the month of October has 
been declared Recycling Month in North Carolina.  She also 
reported on recycling items which have been brought to the sites 
in Rowan County and a meeting she had attended. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus proposed a project whereby the school 
children would bring in telephone books or magazines for 
recycling when the new telephone books are distributed. 
 
AMBULANCE SITE: 
 
     Terry Barber presented an update on the Ambulance Site in 
the West Rowan area.  He stated that the City had agreed to lease 
property on Highway #70 to the County for one year for $1.00.  It 
is to be renewed each year. 
 
     Mr. Barber stated that a septic tank would have to be 
installed and a fence would have to be moved.  The expense for 
this work is estimated to be $1,000 for each. 
 
     He also reported that no bids were received on a mobile home 
unit by the deadline and he would be making contacts and another 
deadline would be set to receive bids. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to approve the lease. 
Commissioner Swaim seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
SOCIAL SERVICES: 
 
     Edwin Koontz, Director of Social Services, requested 
permission to hire two or three full or part-time or temporary 
Income Maintenance Caseworkers to handle the new class of people 
who will be eligible for assistance under the Medicare 
Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988 when it becomes effective on 
January 1, 1989.  This means that low income Medicare recipients 
could have their co-payments, deductibles, and premiums paid by 
Medicaid.  According to a census this would mean 833 people in 
Rowan County would be eligible for this assistance. 
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     Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to hire two temporary 
Income Maintenance Caseworkers.  Commissioner Knox seconded with 
unanimous approval. 
 
UPDATE DSS AND POST OFFICE: 
 
     Doug Tennant presented an update on the Social Services 
renovations.  He stated the final inspection was made.  A few 
minor details must be completed before moving in the new 
quarters. 
 
     Doug Tennant also gave an update on the Post Office.  He 
stated they have three bids on the renovation for the Post Office 
Branch on West Innes Street.  Bids are being advertised at this 
time and will be opened next week. 
 
     Clarence Kluttz, County Attorney advised the Commissioners 
to get written approval on the contract in moving the Post Office 
before renovation begins. 
 
DISABILITY EXEMPTION: 
 
     Tim Russell, County Manager, stated he had been contacted by 
a disabled veteran who was requesting Disability Exemption for a 
State Privilege License.  Mr. Russell stated that under Statute 
G. S. 105-53 (effective July 1, 1988 Peddlers, Itinerant 
Merchants, Flea Market Vendors and Flea Market Operators) the 
Board of Commissioners could exempt disabled veterans from the 
annual license fee when all criteria has been met by giving them 
a certificate of exemption.  Mr. Russell requests that this be 
granted to all disabled veterans who meet the criteria. 
 
     Commissioner Knox made a motion to grant this request. 
Commissioner DeMarcus seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
 LIBRARY: 
 
     Bill Burgin presented an update on the Library.  He stated 
completion would be soon. 
 
     Phil Barton reported that the Library would be closed the 
whole month of November in order to move everything into the new 
building.  He stated the Branch Libraries and Bookmobile will 
operate. 
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     Commissioner DeMarcus requested that she be allowed to ask 
Phil Barton to give a report on a request that was made to the 
Library Board last week by the Rowan Literacy Council.  The 
request was granted. 
 
     Phil Barton stated that the Rowan Literacy Council was 
asking that the Library apply for a Literacy Grant.  This program 
is funded through the Department of Education.  The Literacy 
Council cannot apply on its own but must apply through the 
Library.  It is funded on a one year basis and the maximum grant 
is $25,000.  He stated that details will be outlined in a letter 
which will be distributed at a later date. 
 
     Commissioner Cohen asked Phil Barton about two Budget 
Amendments which he had presented for approval. 
 
     Phil Barton stated that the Miscellaneous Revenue of $5,157 
be put into library materials for audiovisual materials.  The 
State Aid increase of $2,268 be allocated for library materials. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to approve these 
Amendments.  Commissioner Swaim seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION: 
 
     Dan Williams, Chairman of Economic Development Commission, 
was requesting three Amendments to the Resolution Establishing 
the Salisbury/Rowan County Economic Development Commission. 
Commissioners asked questions and made comments.  After much 
discussion, Commissioner DeMarcus asked that action on this 
request be deferred until the next meeting. 
 
     Patricia Link, a citizen in the audience, requested and 
received permission to address questions to Harry Whalen, 
Director of EDC. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus asked for information as to why the 
Commissioners had not been informed of the fines and problems 
that Globe Mfg. was having instead of finding it out in the 
newspaper. 
 
     Dan Williams presented an update on Globe Mfg. which has 
tentative plans to locate in Spencer, N. C.  He stated that Harry 
Whalen had followed standard procedure on any firm wishing to 
locate in Rowan County.  He also reported they had made a visit 
to the Globe Mfg. plant in Gastonia, N. C. in February, 1988 and 
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it met all state standards.  It was also reported that the State 
of North Carolina had stated that this firm had no problems in 
North Carolina and that its plant in Gastonia had been in 
operation for 18 years.  Mr. Williams stated they were told that 
the plant in Spencer would be an exact duplicate of the Gastonia 
plant.  In June of 1988, Mr. Whalen in conversation with the 
Assistant Vice-President of Globe Mfg. indicated that they were 
having some problems with the State of Massachusetts.  It was not 
stated what kind of problems they were having; therefore, no 
action on the part of EDC was necessary at that time.  Since that 
time with the help of a private citizen, Mr. Williams stated they 
had found out things they did not know.  He said that attracting 
industry to the County takes a joint effort.  Mr. Williams also 
stated that this firm has failed to meet deadlines with the Town 
of Spencer. 
 
     Dan Williams reported that Federal EPA Guidelines which came 
out about three weeks ago, includes Salisbury/Rowan County as a 
part of the Charlotte SMSA Marketplace and its designated non-
attainment area. 
 
     He stated that because of numerous problems, it did not 
appear this company will locate in Rowan County.  It was also 
noted that Globe Mfg. had been sited for air pollution problems 
in the state of Massachusetts. 
 
     Mr. Williams stated they were very concerned about the 
matter and glad they had found out about these problems but they 
would continue to use the resources they have used in the past to 
obtain information about firms wishing to locate in this area. 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus asked if there was any difference in 
the standards of North Carolina and Massachusetts. 
 
     Mr. Williams stated he could not answer that question. 
 
     Harry Whalen stated that all industries in the United States 
have to meet the United States Environmental Protection 
Standards, so they would have to meet the EPA standards in 
Massachusetts or North Carolina or wherever.  He stated that the 
State of Massachusetts could have a different set of State 
criteria which could be more stringent but we cannot be concerned 
about the requirements in the State of Massachusetts nor at their 
other locations.  He stated that what they have to be concerned 
with is the operating standards in North Carolina. 
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     Commissioner Cohen stated that he was concerned that we are 
included in Charlotte's SMSA because it reduces the standards by 
which a firm can operate because it will impair our ability to 
recruit new industry in the future. 
 
MANAGER REPORTS: 
 
     County Manager reported an activity report from the Office 
of Personnel informing them of the personnel transactions which 
occurred during the month of September and other activities of 
the Personnel Director. 
 
     County Manager reported interest earned through September 
30, 1988 amounting to $33,850. 
 
     County Manager reported refunds: 
 
         TO: Moss & Moore Htg. & A/C the amount of $22.50 
             from Codes Enforcement Office 
             Reason - In Cabarrus County 
 
         TO: Lois Willoughby the amount of $60.00 
             from Health Department 
             Reason: Cancelled site evaluation & water analysis 
 
         TO: Sandra Hearne the amount of $14.50 
             from Health Department 
             Reason - Refund of Toddler Seat 
 
         TO: Crystal McLauren the amount of $15.00 
             from Health Department 
             Reason - Refund of Toddler Seat 
 
         TO: Mae Reliford the amount of $14.00 
             from Health Department 
             Reason - Refund of Toddler Seat 
 
         TO: Linda Foster the amount of $20.00 
             from Health Department 
             Reason - Cancelled water analysis 
 
         TO: Gregg Evans the amount of $ 75.00 
             from Health Department 
             Reason - Cancelled three evaluations 
 
         TO: Delia Lovett the amount of $25.00 
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             from Health Department 
             Reason - Cancelled one site evaluation 
 
         TO: Toney, Everson & Glover the amount of $25.00 
             from Health Department 
             Reason - Cancelled water analysis 
 
         TO: J. T. Franks the amount of $25.00 
             from Health Department 
             Reason - His system is regulated by Environmental Mgt. 
 
         TO: Doris Sheneman the amount of $75.00 
             from Health Department 
             Reason - Cancelled 3 perk tests 
 
         TO: Charles C. Greene, Jr. the amount of $25.00 
             from Health Department 
             Reason - Cancelled one evaluation 
 
         TO: Chris Doyle the amount of $25.00 
             from Health Department 
             Reason - Cancelled evaluation/perk test 
 
         TO: Irving Goodman the amount of $25.00 
             from Health Department 
             Reason - Cancelled evaluation 
 
         TO: Phil Harbinson the amount of $25.00 
             from Health Department 
             Reason - Cancelled site evaluation 
 
         Ambulance Refund - $260.32 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to approve all the 
refunds.  Commissioner Knox seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     County Manager asked permission to advertise and sell our 
System 38 Computer System.  Our new Computer System should be 
arriving shortly.  Commissioner Swaim made a motion to approve 
this request.  Commissioner Knox seconded with unanimous 
approval. 
 
     Tim Russell, County Manager, requested permission to 
advertise, seek proposals and have the Board approve a consulting 
firm to help us apply for Community Development Block Grants and 
to assist us when projects are identified and to determine what 
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water and sewer services would be available.  There would be no 
cost to the County.  All costs are covered in the Grant when it 
is approved.  Proposals received through advertisement will be 
presented at the November Meeting. 
 
     Commissioners asked questions and made comments. 
Commissioner Swaim made a motion to approve this request. 
Commissioner Knox seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
     Commissioner DeMarcus presented Amendments for approval from 
the Office on Aging Advisory Council.  Commissioner DeMarcus made 
a motion that these Amendments be approved.  Commissioner Swaim 
seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
     Tim Russell, County Manager, clarified a progress letter he 
had received from James Coffey, Environmental Engineer with the 
Solid Waste Management Section, on the landfill. 
 
     With no further business, Commissioner DeMarcus made a 
motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Swaim seconded with unanimous 
approval.  Vice-Chairman Cohen adjourned the meeting at 12:30 
P.M. to go into Executive Session on the landfill. 
 
     Upon completion of the Executive Session, Commissioner Knox 
made a motion to come out of Executive Session.  Commissioner 
DeMarcus seconded with unanimous approval. 
 
                               Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                               Shirley Bridges 
                               Interim Clerk to the Board 


