
               MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD 
                  OF ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
                         EMERGENCY MEETING 
                         NOVEMBER 14, 1989 
                   RED ROOM - COMMUNITY BUILDING 
 
 
 The Rowan County Board of Commissioners met for an Emergency 
Meeting on Tuesday, November 14, 1989 at 3:00 p.m. in the Red Room 
of the Community Building. 
 
 
                PRESENT:  J. Newton Cohen, Chairman 
                          Wilborn S. Swaim, Vice-Chairman 
                          George C. Knox, Member 
                          Henry H. Palmer, Member 
                          Jamima P. DeMarcus, Member 
 
 
 The County Manager, Finance Director, County Attorney, and 
Clerk to the Board were also present, as well as various concerned 
citizens. 
 
 Chairman Cohen called the meeting to order, and gave the 
invocation. 
 
 County Manager Tim Russell explained to the audience the chain 
of events which occurred when he was approached by Chem Nuclear 
representatives as well as Epley Associates, with the news that 
Rowan County had been selected as one (1) of four (4) counties 
proposed for the site of a nuclear waste facility. 
 
 Chairman Cohen explained that County Attorney John Holshouser 
contacted the Low-Level Radioactive Waste Authority regarding the 
matter, and found that the Authority had no imput on the selection 
of the four (4) sites.  The sites were chosen by Chem Nuclear and 
another consulting firm, which are making the recommendation to the 
Authority. 
 
 Chairman Cohen expressed his appreciation for the attendance 
of the concerned citizens, and mentioned that tax maps show 
approximately 100 homeowners (total) involved with the site. 
 
 Mr. Holshouser explained that a "position paper" is being 
prepared for homeowners in the area of the proposed site.  The 
paper will explain the rights of the homeowners, with regards to 
persons requesting access to their land, permission to obtain soil 
samplings, etc.  He continued that he had made contact with members 
of other local bar associations and, together, will serve in 
preparing this "position paper".  These members will be meeting 
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within the next day or so, and will try to have the document 
completed by Friday morning (11/17/89).  The "Position Paper" will 
be available for pickup at the County Manager's office, or it may 
be mailed to those who prefer it.  At the suggestion of 
Commissioner DeMarcus, a "sign-up" sheet was distributed among the 
audience, as attached to these minutes, so that the "position 
paper" may be mailed to them. 
 
 Mr. Russell noted to the audience, that packages of 
information were readily available for all interested parties, 
regarding Chem Nuclear, and the proposed operations.  Mr. Russell 
continued to say that certain criteria will disqualify the area for 
consideration.  Factors such as Indian burial mounds, rock 
fractures, cemeteries, groundwater (must be no closer than 6' below 
the surface of the ground), etc. are very important, and citizens 
are encouraged to share any available information. 
 
 Mr. J. H. Fraley stated that he owned land involved in the 
project, and has 6-8 springs on the property. 
 
 Mr. Will Basinger mentioned that he has information regarding 
a rock fault when extends extensively across the property.  Mr. 
Basinger voiced his concern that, with the continuous blasting in 
the area, the storage container for the nuclear waste would 
eventually crack. 
 
 At this time, Chairman Cohen reminded the Commission of the 
Amendment to the Hazardous Waste Ordinance, which was enacted on 
February 6, 1989, as attached to these minutes.  The amendment 
states that: 
 
 (1) a fee of $10 million, non-refundable application fee must  
         be submitted by Low-Level Radioactive Waste or Hazardous  
         Waste facility operators; and 
 
 (2) the discharge could not be within fifteen (15) miles of a  
         municipal water intake. 
 
 Chairman Cohen suggested, and Commissioner Palmer made a 
motion, that Chem Nuclear be contacted by the County Manager and 
made aware of this amended Ordinance.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Knox, and unanimously approved. 
 
 At this time, Commissioner DeMarcus stated that Rowan County 
was "the only County in this state, that has been targeted twice by 
the state, for two dumps (hazardous waste and low-level radioactive 
waste)."  She continued that "I'm tired of fighting the State of 
North Carolina, spending taxpayers' money and using all of our 
energy and resources to fight things that should never happen.  In 
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addition, when we were trying to find a place to site and do a 
landfill, the State was not very helpful in its advice... I think, 
now that we intend to fight back in every way we can."  Lastly, 
Commissioner DeMarcus made three (3) suggestions to the audience in 
the defense against the proposed site: 
 
 (1) She urged the property owners not to allow State  
         representatives to come on their property without a  
         permit. 
 
 (2) Fight to uphold our Amended Hazardous Waste Ordinance, in  
         spite of the fact that State Board members are to meet  
         this month, to develop a new set of State rules,  
         outlining how they should proceed on a contested  
         Ordinance. 
 
 (3) Do extensive research, as quickly as possible, on the  
         intrastructure (roads leading to the site).  She  
         recalled the recent incident of an overturned truck on  
         Interstate 85 in Rowan County, carrying hazardous  
         materials. 
 
 Finally, she stated that "those companies that generate waste 
and have received big profits from it, should have to take care of 
their own waste." 
 
 Mr. Ed Clement and Mr. McKenzie both stated that they believed 
our efforts to prevent Rowan as the proposed site were "on the 
right track". 
 
 Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion that all available 
information be compiled regarding the proposed site, and ask County 
Manager Russell to coordinate the material.  The motion was lost 
for lack of a second.  Chairman Cohen suggested instead, that Chem 
Nuclear be contacted for information regarding the amount of trucks 
running daily, which would provide an indication of the amount of 
waste to be expected. 
 
 Chairman Cohen suggested that funds for the defense should 
come from tax funds, and not be solicited by local agencies.  He 
also mentioned that any donations would be appreciated.  He 
continued that he hoped that the citizens would cooperate with the 
County staff (hydrologists, geologists, etc.) in any testing and 
sampling that may be required. 
 
 Mr. Jack Carter supports the County's efforts to pay for the 
defense, noting that many citizens in the area may be elderly, and 
unable to privately produce the funding. 
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 Mr. Will Basinger asked the Commission to distinguish between 
hazardous waste and nuclear waste.  Chairman Cohen replied that 
hazardous waste is not nuclear- or radioactive- generated material, 
but comes primarily from industry waste; however, low-level nuclear 
waste is 86% generated from nuclear power plants (x-rays, garments, 
tools, etc.). 
 
 Commissioner Knox made a motion for Rowan County Government to 
take the leadership in providing the defense against the proposal 
by Chem Nuclear, without eliminating the present defense fund 
committee.  Commissioner Swaim seconded, with unanimous approval.  
Commissioner Swaim added that "we have no time to lose". 
 
 Commissioner DeMarcus asked the County Attorney to prepare a 
defense of the Amended Hazardous Waste Ordinance. 
 
 Mrs. Margaret Casper stated that a creek runs through her 
property (on the site).  She added that others will voice their 
concerns along with her at tonight's RASA/REAP meeting at the 
Agricultural Center. 
 
 Stanly County Manager David Thompson offered the assistance of 
funds to finance the County's defense, on behalf of the Stanly 
County Board of Commissioners. 
 
 When Commissioner DeMarcus questioned how far the site would 
be from Pfeiffer College, it was noted that the distance was 
approximately 3,000 feet. 
 
 County Manager Russell suggested that steps be taken very 
quickly to engage firms to accumulate data (transportation 
information, legal assistance, geological assistance, specialty 
engineering firms, archaeological resources, etc.).  He also 
suggested contacting Westinghouse Environmental Engineers to begin 
investigative work immediately.  Commissioner DeMarcus made a 
motion that Mr. Holshouser and Mr. Russell be authorized to begin 
the steps of defense proceedings.  Commissioner Swaim seconded, 
with unanimous approval.  Mr. Russell stated that the report could 
possibly be completed by the Christmas holidays. 
 
 Commissioner Swaim made a motion to authorize the County 
Manager to write a letter of appreciation to the Stanly County 
Manager and Board of Commissioners for their offer of financial 
assistance in the defense, and advise them of the decisions made to 
proceed with the defense.  Commissioner Knox seconded, with 
unanimous approval. 
 
 Mr. Edwin Hammill offered his assistance by means of showing 
and giving access to the backroads of the area, to aid in the 
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County's defense. 
 
 Mr. Ed Clement reminded the Board and the audience of the 
RASA/REAP meeting tonight at the Agricultural Center at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 Mayor Walter Boger of Rockwell also expressed his concerns, 
and supports the current plans made by the Commission. 
 
 At this time, Commissioner Swaim made a motion to adjourn to 
Executive Session, regarding the Economic Development Commission.  
Commissioner Knox seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 Following Executive Session, there being no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Denise J. Barrow 
       Clerk to the Board 
 
 


