
 
               MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD 
                   OF ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
                  JULY 2, 1990 - REGULAR SESSION 
                   RED ROOM - COMMUNITY BUILDING 
 
 
 The Rowan County Board of Commissioners met in Regular Session on Monday, July 2, 
1990 at 9:00 a.m., in the Red Room of the Community Building. 
 
                 PRESENT: J. Newton Cohen, Chairman 
                   Wilborn S. Swaim, Vice-Chairman 
                       Henry H. Palmer, Member 
                       George C. Knox, Member 
                     Jamima P. DeMarcus, Member 
 
 The County Manager, Finance Director, County Attorney, and Clerk to the Board were also 
in attendance, as well as administrative staff, and concerned citizens. 
 
 Chairman Cohen opened the meeting, and the invocation was given. 
 
 
MINUTES: 
 
 The following Minutes were submitted for approval: 
 
 * June  4, 1990 (Regular) 
 * June 12, 1990 (Adjourned) 
 * June 20, 1990 (Pub. Hearing) 
 * June 28, 1990 (Adjourned) 
 
 Corrections: 
 
 * June 4: Commissioner Palmer noted that, on page 2, paragraph #3, "proposed contracts" 
should be "proposals". 
 
 * June 12: Vice-Chairman Swaim noted that, on page 2, paragraph #1, "...has rescinded its 
prior action..." should read "...needs to rescind its prior action...". 
 
 With no further corrections, Vice-Chairman Swaim made a motion to approve the Minutes 
as submitted.  Commissioner Palmer seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
 Rowan/Cabarrus Taxes: With reference to the Minutes of 6/4/90, Vice-Chairman Swaim 
questioned County Attorney John Holshouser's findings.  Mr. Holshouser stated that the complaint 
should be referred to the City of Kannapolis for resolution. 
 
 Humane Society:  Regarding the recent request from Ms. Bonnie Smith for a County-
appointed Animal Cruelty Officer, County Attorney John Holshouser recommended that, if 
appointed, the Officer be considered with the comparable liability of any County employee.  With 
this in mind, Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to appoint Ms. Smith to the position.  Vice-
Chairman Swaim seconded, with unanimous approval. 
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 Condemnation of Curtis Livengood Property:  County Attorney John Holshouser stated that 
a July 13th deadline is involved.  He has no other information. 
 
 
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: 
 
 * Commissioner DeMarcus reported that a Committee was appointed to study the interior 
design of the new Animal Shelter. 
 
 * County Manager Tim Russell discussed the Communications Package (data processing). 
 
 * Forestry Agreement: County Manager Russell recommended two (2) amendments to the 
agreement, which was submitted at the last meeting.  According to Mr. Russell, the Forestry 
Service has agreed to the amendments.  Commissioner Palmer made a motion to approve the 
contract with amendments.  Commissioner Knox seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 * County Manager Russell noted that County Assessor R. G. Rowland needs to be 
reappointed, if the Board desires, to continue his position, for either one (1) or four (4) years. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
 * Letter dated June 22, 1990, from Mr. Richard V. Lee, Personnel Director of the N.C. 
Office of State Personnel, as attached to these Minutes.  The letter serves as notification of 
approval, of the County's petition for a substantially equivalent exemption, for the Employee 
Relations portion of the County Personnel System. 
 
 
ROAD PETITIONS: 
 
 Commissioner Knox offered three (3) road petitions for approval, as attached to these 
Minutes: 
 
 (1) Abandonment of Hacket Road (SR 2124) from the State  
         Secondary Road System.  Commissioner Knox made a motion  
         to approve the request, if no public hearing is  
         necessary. Commissioner DeMarcus seconded, with unanimous  
         approval.  It was later reported by County Attorney John  
         Holshouser that no public hearing was needed. 
 
 (2) Addition of Givens Street in the Unity Township, to the          Secondary Road System.  
Commissioner Knox made a motion  
         to approve the request.  Vice-Chairman Swaim seconded,  
         with unanimous approval. 
 
 
 (3) Addition of Townview Drive Ext. in the Atwell Township,  
         to the Secondary Road System.  Commissioner Knox made a  
         motion to approve the request.  Vice-Chairman Swaim  
         seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 
BOARD APPOINTMENTS: 
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 Tax Assessor:  Vice-Chairman Swaim made a motion to appoint Mr. R. G. Rowland as 
Rowan County Tax Assessor for another four (4) years.  Commissioner DeMarcus seconded, with 
unanimous approval. 
 
 Social Services:  The terms of Mrs. Rosalyn Misenheimer and Dr. Ira L. Baker have 
expired.  By consensus, the Board deferred both appointments to the next meeting. 
 
 Region F Aging Advisory Committee:  The term of Ms. Beatrice E. Amendola has expired.  
By consensus, the Board deferred the appointment of a replacement to the next meeting. 
 
 Rowan County Planning Board:  Mr. Bill Russell resigned in March, leaving a vacancy on 
the Board.  By consensus, the Board deferred the appointment of a replacement to the next meeting. 
 
 Solid Waste Task Force:  Mr. Thomas L. Ayres submitted his resignation, as attached to 
these Minutes.  As the necessity of the committee no longer exists, no replacement was appointed. 
 
 City of Salisbury (Zoning Board of Adjustment): Virginia Petrea, City Clerk, requested 
approval of their recommendation to appoint Mr. Jack Richardson as an extraterritorial alternate.  
Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to approve the recommendation.  Commissioner Knox 
seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 Town of Spencer (Spencer Board of Adjustment):  Peggy C. Whitley, Town Clerk, 
requested approval of their recommendation to appoint Betty C. Miller as an extraterritorial 
alternate.  Commissioner Knox made a motion to approve the request.  Vice-Chairman Swaim 
seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT - WAYNE SIMPSON: 
 
 Tax Collector Wayne Simpson presented the Preliminary June 1990 report, as attached to 
these Minutes. 
 
 
PURCHASE OF FURNITURE HOUSE BUILDING: 
 
 At this time, Chairman Cohen announced the County's recent purchase of the Furniture 
House building. The intention was to execute an exchange for the Rufty building on the corner of 
N. Main/W. Liberty Streets, for the Jail/Courthouse Expansion plan. 
 
 
BICENTENNIAL ENDOWMENT GIFT FOR LIBRARY - PHIL BARTON: 
 
 Mr. Phil Barton, Library Director, previously submitted a letter regarding a U. S. 
Constitution Bicentennial Endowment gift, as attached to these Minutes.  Commissioner DeMarcus 
made a motion to accept the endowment gift, specifying that it be unrestricted, and used for its 
stated purpose.  Commissioner Knox seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 
PROPOSED EXPANSION OF CARSEAT PROGRAM FOR LOW-INCOME CLIENTS: 
 
 Mr. Herbert Hawley, Health Department Director, previously submitted a proposal to 
expand the program, as attached to these Minutes.  He was recently notified that the program was to 
receive newly-awarded funds from the State Injury Prevention Branch.  No "matching" funds are 
required for the expansion. 
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 After hearing the request, Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to approve the 
expansion.  Commissioner Palmer seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF ELDERLY/HANDICAPPED TRANSPORTATION FUNDS 
(R.T.S.) - CLYDE FAHNESTOCK: 
 
 Senior Services Director, Clyde Fahnestock, previously submitted information regarding the 
Elderly/Handicapped Transportation Assistance Program (EHTAP), as attached to these Minutes. 
 
 Mr. Fahnestock requested approval of an application for $34,328 for a second year of the 
program.  He also distributed a breakdown of the Performance Measures and System Costs/Trip, as 
attached to these Minutes.  He then continued to explain the goals of the program, noting that it 
required no matching funds.  At this point, Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to approve the 
application.  Commissioner Knox seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY: 
 
 Mr. Hugh Kaufman of the Environmental Protection Agency, and Ms. Lynn Moorer of 
Nebraska Concerned Citizens, spoke to the Board regarding the proposed siting of the 
Rowan/Iredell Hazardous Waste Incinerator.  Mr. Kaufman reported findings from his studies, 
regarding the dangers of hazardous waste incineration.  Ms. Moorer said that there is no data 
available to substantiate the safe operation of incineration, and that the EPA has no guidelines for a 
safe emission level. 
 
 Dr. Ed McKenzie also attended with Mr. Kaufman and Ms. Moorer. 
 
 
INCREASE IN BUILDING PERMIT FEES - DON CONNER: 
 
 Environmental Services Director, Mr. Don Conner, distributed information regarding 
comparisons of Rowan County permit fees, with those of surrounding counties, as attached to these 
Minutes.  Mr. Conner also explained the method by which the increases were calculated. 
 
 Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to approve the new schedule of fees, effective 
7/15/90.  Vice-Chairman Swaim seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 
REPORT ON RECYCLING PROGRAM - PATTI BURCHETTE: 
 
 Recycling Coordinator, Mrs. Patti Burchette, reported the monthly progress of the County's 
Recycling Program.  Due to this being the first working day of the month, Mrs. Burchette will 
distribute the written Recycling Report at a later date.  Commissioner DeMarcus commended Mrs. 
Burchette for her efforts. 
 
 
MANAGER'S REPORT - COUNTY MANAGER RUSSELL: 
 
 Interest:  Mr. Russell reported interest earned through June 1990, as attached to these 
Minutes. 
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REFUNDS: 
 
 Various refunds were submitted for approval, as attached to these Minutes.  Commissioner 
Knox made a motion to approve the refunds as submitted.  Commissioner Palmer seconded, with 
unanimous approval. 
 
 There being no further business, a motion was made to adjourn, and seconded with 
unanimous approval. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     Denise J. Barrow 
     Clerk to the Board 
 
 


