
 
               MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD 
                   OF ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
                REGULAR SESSION - FEBRUARY 3, 1992 
                   RED ROOM - COMMUNITY BUILDING 
 
 
 The Rowan County Board of Commissioners met in Regular 
Session, on Monday, February 3, 1992, in the Red Room of the 
Community Building. 
 
                 PRESENT: J. Newton Cohen, Chairman 
                   Henry H. Palmer, Vice-Chairman  
                     Jamima P. DeMarcus, Member 
                      Charles H. Welch, Member 
                       Thomas M. Webb, Member 
 
 The County Manager, Finance Director, County Attorney, and 
Clerk to the Board were also in attendance. 
 
 Chairman Cohen called the meeting to order, and Commissioner 
Webb gave the invocation. 
 
 
MINUTES: 
 
 The following Minutes were submitted for approval: 
 
 * January  6, 1992 (Regular) 
 
 * January 18, 1992 (Adjourned) 
 
 * January 22, 1992 (Adjourned) 
 
 Commissioner Welch noted a correction in the 1/22/92 Minutes, 
that the vote of 4/1 in favor of the Increase in RTS Funds should 
have been a 3/2 vote (in favor of). 
 
 There being no further corrections, Commissioner DeMarcus made 
a motion to approve the Minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Webb 
seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: 
 



 * Commissioner DeMarcus discussed the present conditions at 
the jail facility.  She proposed a renovation of the first floor of 
the Rufty Building, in order to relocate the Sheriff's Office, and 
allow more jail space at the office's present location.  She then 
made a motion to work with J. N. Pease Co. for a "price tag" on the 
project, then authorize the County Manager and Finance Director to 
look at any other alternatives, and proceed with a plan.  Vice-
Chairman Palmer seconded, with unanimous approval.  The issue was 
then deferred to Executive Session for further consideration. 
 
 * Vice-Chairman Palmer discussed the 1992-93 Budget Goal-
Setting Schedule, and also noted that the Rowan Partners meeting 
will conflict with the 2/17/92 Commission meeting. 
 
 * County Manager Russell discussed the Carolinas' Leadership 
Program.  Mr. Russell distributed information regarding the 
program, as attached to these Minutes.  He explained that no monies 
from the County would be requested, other than expenses incurred to 
host a meeting.  The Urban Institute is requesting endorsement of 
the program, and designation of a representative to attend the 
Advisory Board meeting.  The issue was deferred until the afternoon 
session, at which time the Board elected to endorse the program, 
and for Vice-Chairman Palmer to be the County delegate.  He will 
attend the meeting, and report back to the Board at the 2/17/92 
meeting. 
 
 * Finance Director, Brady Frick, introduced a Budget Ordinance 
and Resolution, regarding Special Revenue Funding for Fire 
Districts, as attached to these Minutes.  Commissioner Welch made a 
motion to approve the Ordinance and Resolution.  Vice-Chairman 
Palmer seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 * Sheriff Bob Martin updated the Board on the current 
(proposed) lawsuit against the Rowan County Jail Facility.  He 
stated that the suit is now in progress, according to Prison Legal 
Services, and he will provide an update later in the month. 
 
 * Commissioner DeMarcus addressed the current problem with 
animal control;  She stated that she had received numerous 
complaints from citizens who were unable to receive timely 
assistance with animal control problems.  County Attorney John 
Holshouser will check to see what procedures may be implemented, 
such as citations, etc.  County Manager Russell will see how 
Mecklenburg and Iredell Counties handle similar situations.  He 
will also check with Jack Blalock, Animal Control Supervisor, for 
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his recommendations, and report back at the next meeting. 
 
 * As the Board will be attending the NACo Conference in 
Washington, DC during their next scheduled meeting date, 
Commissioner Webb made a motion to change the March meeting to 
3/9/92 at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Welch seconded, with unanimous 
approval.  Vice-Chairman Palmer then made a motion to hold the 
second February meeting on 2/17/92, at Enochville Fire Department, 
and the second March meeting on 3/16/92, at Locke Fire Department, 
as suggested.  Commissioner Welch seconded, with unanimous 
approval. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
 There was no correspondence to be offered. 
 
 
ROAD PETITIONS: 
 
 Commissioner Webb introduced two (2) Road Petitions for 
approval, as attached to these Minutes: 
 
 (1) Spring Lake Lane in the Gold Hill Township.  Commissioner 
Webb made a motion to approve the addition.  Vice-Chairman Palmer 
seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 (2) Barber Grange/Lyerly Road in the Unity Township.  
Commissioner Webb made a motion to approve the addition.  
Commissioner DeMarcus seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT: 
 
 Tax Collector, Wayne Simpson, gave the Preliminary January 
1992 report, as attached to these Minutes.  Mr. Simpson also 
presented the newly-proposed, computerized garnishment forms to be 
used by the County. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING - RENAMING OF PUBLIC ROADS: 
 
 The Board previously received a copy of the (attached) notice 
to rename the following roads: 
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 (1) Montrose Road (off Stokes Ferry Rd., near Liberty Rd.) 
 
 (2) Cliff Eagle Road (off Pop Stirewalt Rd.) 
 
 (3) Briar Creek Dr. (off Trexler Rd., near Stokes Ferry Rd.) 
 
 (4) Greenfield Rd. (off NC-153, west of Landis) 
 
 (5) Eastville Dr. (off US-52, at Sides Rd.) 
 
 (6) Old Stagecoach Rd. (off Kimball Rd., near Landis) 
 
 Chairman Cohen declared the Public Hearing open, and asked for 
comments for/against from the audience.  There being no one to 
speak, he then declared the hearing closed. 
 
 Vice-Chairman Palmer then made a motion to approve the 
renaming of roads, as proposed.  Commissioner Webb seconded, with 
unanimous approval. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING - AIRPORT FINANCING: 
 
 Chairman Cohen declared the Public Hearing open, and asked if 
anyone would like to speak for/against from the audience.  With no 
one to speak, Chairman Cohen then declared the hearing closed.  
Finance Director, Brady Frick, distributed information regarding 
the proposals from Wachovia, First Union, and Southern National 
Banks, as well as a proposed Resolution of Approval, as attached to 
these Minutes.  According to Mr. Frick, the balance of remaining 
funds from the terminal project, along with an additional $300,000 
for future hangar construction (total $700,000) is proposed to be 
refinanced at a lower rate.  Mr. Frick recommends refinancing 
through First Union.  Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to 
approve the recommendation.  Vice-Chairman Palmer seconded, with 
unanimous approval. 
 
 Vice-Chairman Palmer requested that Mr. Frick find out the 
difference in interest that we would earn in the "escrow account" 
vs. the interest we would pay for the additional monies. 
 
 
SCHEDULE FOR BOARD OF EQUALIZATION/REVIEW - JERRY ROWLAND: 
 
 County Assessor, Jerry Rowland, proposed the schedule for the 
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Board of Equalization & Review as follows: 
 
 Wednesday, April 1, 1992: 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
 
 Friday, April 3, 1992:    9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
 Mr. Rowland stated that a maximum of 15 hours should suffice 
to complete the process.  Vice-Chairman Palmer made a motion to 
accept the schedule as submitted.  Commissioner Webb seconded, with 
unanimous approval. 
 
 Mr. Rowland also updated the Board on the current problems 
with software in his office.  He concluded by saying that he is 
still negotiating with a contractor for final updates. 
 
 
PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH BUOYS AND BRIDGE SIGNS ON HIGH ROCK LAKE - 
ROBBIE COLE/ALCOA: 
 
 Mr. Robbie Cole of Yadkin, Inc./Alcoa presented maps of High 
Rock Lake to members of the Board for their review.  Mr. Cole 
explained the necessity for the lighted buoys on the lake, and how 
they would assist the Rowan County Sheriff's Department with their 
calls.  Overall total cost would be $8,000 - 10,000, with Rowan's 
share being $2,500 from next fiscal year's budget.  He stated that 
Davidson County has already allocated $2,500 for their share.  The 
cost per buoy is $500 - $600 each.  Sheriff Martin also spoke in 
support of the project.  Commissioner DeMarcus then made a motion 
to approve the project.  Commissioner Welch seconded, with 
unanimous approval. 
 
 
HOME COMMUNITY BLOCK GRANT - SUE ARCHER/CENTRALINA: 
 
 Ms. Sue Archer, Centralina COG, addressed the Board and 
explained the purpose of the grant.  Information was previously 
distributed to the Board regarding the grant, as attached to these 
Minutes.  According to Ms. Archer, Senate Bill 165 instigated the 
enactment of the Home Community Block Grant for older adults.  
Commissioner DeMarcus then made a motion to approve the appointment 
of the proposed representatives for the Committee.  Vice-Chairman 
Palmer seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 
ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION & AGREEMENT FOR CENTRALINA JOB TRAINING 
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CONSORTIUM - DAVID HOLLARS/CENTRALINA: 
 
 Mr. David Hollars, Centralina COG, addressed the Board and 
explained the previously submitted information, as attached to 
these Minutes.  The agreement proposed by Mr. Hollars states that 
the County wishes to remain the the Consortium for the purpose of 
receiving/utilizing JTPA funds.  Commissioner Webb made a motion to 
enter the agreement as proposed.  Vice-Chairman Palmer seconded, 
with unanimous approval. 
 
 
ROWAN COUNTY ABC BOARD: 
 
 By request of Commissioner Welch, the issue was deferred to 
the March meeting. 
 
 
UPDATE ON COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT OCCUPANCY TAX PENALTIES - COUNTY 
ATTORNEY HOLSHOUSER: 
 
 County Attorney, John Holshouser, updated the Board on recent 
attempts to collect delinquent Occupancy Tax Penalties.  Mr. 
Holshouser stated that he had recently received a check for $1,000 
from Happy Traveler Inn, with an agreement to make installments of 
$500 every two (2) weeks until the balance is paid.  However, 
Center Motel in Kannapolis has informed Finance Director, Brady 
Frick, that they have no intention of complying with payment of 
delinquent dues/penalties.  Therefore, Mr. Holshouser has filed 
suit against the Center Motel. 
 
 
NORPLANT ISSUE - DR. PAUL GREEN, JR., M.D.: 
 
 Dr. Paul Green, Jr., M.D., Health Board member, addressed the 
Board to propose the acceptance of the anonymous $10,000 donation 
for the Norplant Birth Control Program.  Health Department 
Director, Herbert Hawley, and Commissioner DeMarcus sat with Dr. 
Green in support of the presentation.  Dr. Green stated that the 
Norplant implant is already used in 45 countries worldwide, and has 
been approved by the U. S. Food & Drug Administration.  The $10,000 
would provide implants for approximately 50 women at a cost of $400 
each (with the matching grant monies).  According to Dr. Green, 
taxpayers would realize a savings of approximately $3.5 million, as 
the main benefactors are those who are medically indigent. 
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 Commissioner DeMarcus then gave a formal statement in support 
of the project and also offered two (2) alternatives: 
 
 (1) For the County to provide a smaller match (approx. $4,000) 
through 6/30/92, to see if the project is successful for AFDC 
recipients, and allocate the remaining match in the next fiscal 
year. 
 
 (2) Re-contact the donor for approval of the use of State and 
Federal funds for the match instead of County funding. 
 
 Vice-Chairman Palmer stated his support of the program.  
Commissioner Webb said he could not ask taxpayers to fund a project 
that they could not afford for themselves. 
 
 Citizen Patricia Ribelin voiced her disapproval of the 
program.  Maxine Phillippi stated her support.  Mrs. Sonya Pope 
voiced her support, and Mr. Henry Rufty stated his disapproval. 
 
 Vice-Chairman Palmer then made a motion to authorize 
Commissioner DeMarcus to contact the donor for approval of either 
proposed alternative, and bring the results back to the Board at 
the February 17th meeting.  Commissioner DeMarcus seconded.  
Commissioner Welch then made a substitute motion to disapprove the 
Norplant proposal and the $10,000 donation.  Chairman Cohen 
seconded, and the vote was 3/2 to disapprove. 
 
 
REQUEST FROM TOWN OF CLEVELAND ON REOPENING CONVENIENCE CENTER FOR 
RECYCLING - DON CONNER: 
 
 The Board reviewed information from the Town of Cleveland 
regarding their request, as well as information from Mr. Conner, as 
attached to these Minutes.  Vice-Chairman Palmer made a motion to 
approve the request/proposal, to reopen the Amity Hill site for one 
(1) day per week.  Commissioner Welch seconded, with unanimous 
approval. 
 
 
BOARD APPOINTMENTS: 
 
 Health & Human Services Committee:  Vice-Chairman made a 
motion to approve the six nominations as submitted: 
 
 Mrs. Carole Brooke Mr. Dyke Messinger 
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 Mr. Melvin Morgan Mr. Earl Bullard 
 Mr. Colby Cochrane Ms. Hope Davis 
 
 His motion also included that the terms be set for 3 years 
(staggered).  Commissioner Webb seconded, with unanimous approval.  
The Clerk will work with Mr. Carl Repsher for finalizing the 
details. 
 
 Historic Properties Commission:Commissioner DeMarcus nominated 
Susan Norvell; Commissioner Welch seconded.  Commissioner Webb 
nominated Barbara Doby.  Chairman Cohen seconded.  After a vote by 
show-of-hands, Ms. Doby was elected 3/2. 
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 Nursing Home Advisory Committee:  Commissioner Webb nominated 
Evelyn Brown; Vice-Chairman Palmer nominated Bobbie Queen; Chairman 
Cohen nominated Linda Tyree and Naomi Green; Commissioner DeMarcus 
nominated Virginia Graves and Harold Marioneaux.  A vote by show-
of-hands resulted in the appointments of Ms. Brown, Ms. Tyree and 
Ms. Green. 
 
 Watershed Commission:  Commissioner DeMarcus nominated Mr. Ray 
Karriker for reappointment.  Commissioner Webb nominated Mr. Ted 
Luther.  Mr. Luther was elected by a 4/1 vote. 
 
 Industrial Facilities/Pollution Control: A replacement for the 
late Don Weinhold was to be selected.  Commissioner Webb nominated 
Mr. Ed Hunt.  The vote was 4/1 (Commissioner DeMarcus abstained). 
 
 Correction on Health Board: Recently, Dr. Joe Jackson was 
elected for the optometrist category.  As he is an opthalmologist, 
he is overqualified.  By consensus, the Board rescinded the 
appointment, and Commissioner Webb nominated Dr. David King as a 
replacement.  The vote was unanimous. 
 
 
MANAGER'S REPORT: 
 
 Interest:  Finance Director, Brady Frick, distributed the 
interest reported through December, 1991, as attached to these 
Minutes. 
 
 Refunds:  Various refunds were submitted for approval, as 
attached to these Minutes.  Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to 
approve the refunds as submitted.  Commissioner Webb seconded, with 
unanimous approval. 
 
 Budget Amendments:  Mr. Russell submitted a Budget Amendment 
supporting costs associated with Architectural Services for Bond 
Referendum, as attached to these Minutes.  Mr. Russell explained 
the amendment, afterwhich Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to 
approve.  Vice-Chairman Palmer seconded, with unanimous approval.  
Commissioner Welch also requested copies of invoices supporting the 
Architectural Fees, which Mr. Russell will provide. 
 
 Airport Dedication/Open House:  Mr. Russell distributed 
tentative information regarding the 3/27/92 Dedication Ceremonies 
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and 4/5/92 Open House for the new Airport facilities, as attached 
to these Minutes.  Commissioner DeMarcus suggested inviting those 
who supplied furnishings, etc. as well.  She then made a motion to 
confirm the proposed dates.  Commissioner Webb seconded, with 
unanimous approval. 
 
 Use of Facilitator for Planning Meeting:  Mr. Russell 
announced that either Richard Ducker or David Owens (both from the 
Institute of Government) would be able to act as Facilitator at the 
2/15/92 joint meeting of the Commission and Planning Board.  He 
will handle the details and arrange for one to be present. 
 
 Commissioner Welch then made a motion to go into Executive 
Session.  Vice-Chairman Palmer seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
 At the conclusion of Executive Session, the motion was made 
and seconded, with unanimous approval, to return to Regular 
Session. 
 
 Commissioner DeMarcus then made a motion to accept the 
proposal from Mr. Larry Elliott, to purchase property located at 
Parcel 76, Greenway Park, for $3,300 (through the upset bid 
process).  Commissioner Welch seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 Commissioner Webb made a motion to accept the proposed lease 
of County property by the City of Salisbury, located behind the Old 
Post Office Building, for the purpose of parking area.  
Commissioner Welch seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 Commissioner Webb made a motion to authorize the County to 
proceed with implementing a County Recycling Center, and have Don 
Conner to prepare a final proposal regarding location, costs, lease 
of property, etc.  Commissioner Welch seconded, with unanimous 
approval. 
 
 Commissioner DeMarcus made a motion to authorize the Health 
Department to fill the position of Family Nurse Practitioner.  
Vice-Chairman Palmer seconded, with unanimous approval. 
 
 There being no further business, Commissioner Welch made a 
motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded, with unanimous 
approval. 
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     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     Denise J. Barrow, CMC 
     Clerk to the Board 
 
 


