
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
ROWAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

FEBRUARY 19, 2001 – 7:00 PM  
J. NEWTON COHEN SR. ROOM, ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

 
Present:  Steve Blount, Chairman 

Gus Andrews, Vice-Chairman 
Arnold Chamberlain, Member 

Frank Tadlock, Member 
Leda Belk, Member 

 
The County Manager, the Clerk to the Board, the County Attorney and the 
Finance Director were also present. 
 
Chairman Blount called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.   
 
Before beginning the meeting, Commissioner Tadlock delivered a tribute to 
Dale Earnhardt, a NASCAR driver, who was killed on Sunday, February 18, 
2001 at the Daytona 500 race in Florida.  Commissioner Tadlock expressed 
the tremendous loss felt by the citizens of our community, which was followed 
by a moment of silence in Mr. Earnhardt’s honor. 
 
Commissioner Chamberlain provided the Invocation and Commissioner 
Tadlock led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: 
 

• Chairman Blount asked to add a discussion about the greenways. 
• Chairman Blount informed the Board that Rita Foil, Clerk, would be 

addressing an issue of “RSVP’s” for Commissioners. 
• Commissioner Chamberlain expressed that he would like to address 

the “Noise Ordinance”. 
 
 
 

 1



CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Chairman Blount distributed the following correspondence and asked that 
the Commissioners review these for possible further discussion at a later 
time: 
 

• A report from the Kannapolis City School System on the assessment of 
facility needs. 

• A letter from the Planning Department to a citizen, concerning road 
conditions on Mayberry Lane. 

•  A letter from Elmer Lam, President, of the North Carolina 
Transportation Museum Foundation. 

• A letter from the NC Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources, Division of Air Quality, addressing the notice to be 
published in the Salisbury Post concerning the intent to issue an air 
quality permit to CP&L. 

• A letter and resolution from Alexander County regarding the 
redistricting of the entire county to be placed into one State House 
district. 

• A letter from Oak Grove-Freedman’s Cemetery Memorial is support for 
a memorial from Rowan County. 

• A survey, to be completed by the Board and the County Manager, from 
Kevin Weddington. 

• An invitation from Landis Elementary School to support a school 
building issue. 

 
COMMISSIONER LIAISON BOARD REPORT: 
 
Commissioner Chamberlain read excerpts from a letter to Wayne Ashworth, 
Director of EMS, from the NC Emergency Medical Services for children.   Ms. 
Susan M. Hohenhaus, a RN specialist, observed that Rowan County’s EMS 
department was well prepared in equipment, education and staff preparation 
for pediatric emergencies.  Ms. Hohenhaus stated that Mr. Ashworth should 
be very proud of the service EMS provides to our community. 
 
Commissioner Andrews reported that at the Health Board meeting, a report 
and strategic plan was given on communicable diseases.  Also, March will be 
“Social Worker Month” and the Board is looking forward to recognizing these 
hard workers.  
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Chairman Blount stated that Item #E presented a conflict of interest.  
Commissioner Chamberlain made a motion for Commissioner Tadlock to 
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abstain from voting for Item #E.  Commissioner Andrews seconded and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Chamberlain made a motion to approve Item  #E on the 
Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Belk seconded and the motion carried by a 
4/0 vote with Commissioner Tadlock abstaining. 
 
Commissioner Belk made a motion to approve Items # A, B, C, D and F.  
Commissioner Andrews seconded and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
The Consent Agenda consisted of the following: 

 
A. Approval of the minutes for the 02/05/2001 Commission Meeting. 
B. Approval of the NC DOT request to add Flat Rock Road Extension 

to the Secondary Road System for maintenance. 
C. Approval of a Proclamation for the Landis Centennial Celebration.   
D. Approval of a unanimous petition for the road name for Emanuel 

Street. 
E. Approval to set a public hearing for CUP-06-01, a request from 

Frank Tadlock. 
F. Approval of Budget Amendments. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR Z-03-01, A REQUEST FROM FRED WALLACE: 
 
Ed Muire, from the Planning Department, informed the Board that there had been an 
error in designating boundaries, on property owned by Fred Wallace, as Mobile Home 
Park (MHP) and as Rural Agriculture (RA).  Mr. Muire presented maps and amended 
maps to clarify the needed adjustments.  The Planning Board initiated the request to 
adjust these boundaries so the classification would reflect the land use.  Staff 
recommended approval for the adjustment. 
 
Mr. Fred Wallace informed the board that he wished to subdivide one lot from his 
property for his grandson. 
 
Chairman Blount opened the public hearing at 7:15 pm to entertain comments.  There 
being no one in attendance that wished to address the Board, Chairman Blount closed the 
public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Chamberlain made a motion to approve the rezoning to adjust the 
boundaries for Z-03-01.  Commissioner Andrews seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
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PUBLIC HEARING FOR CUP-03-01, A REQUEST FROM CAROLINA 
STALITE: 
 
Chairman Blount declared the public hearing for CUP-03-01 open, informing the Board 
that Carolina Stalite had submitted an application for an expansion of their facility 
located on Old Beatty Ford Road in Gold Hill.   
 
The Clerk administered the oath to those who came forward to provide testimony for this 
case. 
 
Ed Muire gave a background report on the Carolina Stalite Company making reference to 
a map (Exhibit A) of the facility.  Mr. Muire reviewed specific criteria for conditional use 
requests to protect the surrounding area, as provided in Article IV, Section 9 of the 
Rowan County Zoning Ordinance.  Mr. Muire also reviewed with the Board three 
categories that could impact the County as a result of this expansion.  The first being Air 
Quality, which Mr. Muire presented a spreadsheet (Exhibit B) that showed Air Quality 
Issues at the Carolina Stalite Facility.  The second category was in Transportation and the 
third category was in Economics, which references employees and wages. 
 
Staff recommended approval of the request, provided that specified criteria would be 
addressed at the public hearing to the satisfaction of the Board.  
 
Charles Newsome, General Manager for Carolina Stalite, introduced Jesse Penley, 
Production Manager and Tim Agner, the director of Engineering Services.  Mr. Newsome 
reviewed the 50 years of the “family-owned” business in this area and the support they 
have given to this community.  Adequate transportation exists to and from the site, as 
shipments are made throughout the world.  This is a “state of the art” facility, as far as air 
quality is concerned.  Much of the increase in production will be moved by rail, which 
would allow for a minimum impact on the highway. 
 
In response to questions from the Board, Mr. Newsome stated that this would not distract 
significantly from the character of the surrounding area and there would be no hazardous 
safety conditions resulting from this approval.  Mr. Newsome explained that this 
expansion would not produce any significant noise, odor, glare or dust and there would 
be no significant impact to adjoining properties or passersby. 
 
Chairman Blount closed the public hearing at 7:30 pm to enter into the deliberation 
period, stating that no further testimony would be presented. 
 
Commissioner Tadlock made a motion to grant the request for a conditional use permit.  
Commissioner Belk seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Finding of Fact:  The Finding of Fact was based on the acceptance of Staff’s 
presentation, and the testimony and lack of any negative testimony.  Also, the evidence 
that the following items had been met: 
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A. Adequate transportation to the site exists. 
B. The site will not significantly detract from the character of the surrounding 

area. 
C. Hazardous safety conditions will not result. 
D. The use will not generate significant noise, odor, glare or dust. 
E. Excessive traffic or parking problems will not result. 
F. The use will not create significant visual impacts for adjoining properties or 

passersby. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR CUP-04-01, A REQUEST FROM JAY LEWIS 
EDDINGS: 
 
Chairman Blount declared that the public hearing for CUP-04-01 open at 7:35 pm, 
explaining that Jay Eddings had submitted an application for consideration to subdivide 
his property in the Commercial, Business and Industrial district (CBI).  The property is 
located on Old Concord Road. 
 
The Clerk administered the oath to those who came forward to provide testimony for this 
case. 
 
Mr. Muire referred to a map (Exhibit A) that showed the proposed subdivision of 
property owned by Jay Eddings.  Mr. Eddings would like to divide his property to where 
each dwelling on his property would have a separate tract.   
 
Mr. Muire stated that staff recommended approval of the request based on the findings 
indicated in the evaluation of the criteria provided in Article IV, Section 9 of the Rowan 
County Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Mr. Eddings had no comments. 
 
Chairman Blount closed the public hearing at 7:40 pm to enter into the deliberation 
period, stating that no further testimony would be presented. 
 
Commissioner Andrews made a motion to accept the request as presented.  
Commissioner Belk seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Finding of Facts:  The Finding of Facts is that the criteria, as provided in Article IV, 
Section 9 of the Rowan County Zoning Ordinance were met.  The criteria is as follows: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 5



A.  Adequate Transportation access to the site exists. 
B. The site will not significantly detract from the character of the surrounding  

area.       
C. Hazardous safety conditions will not result. 
D. The use will not generate significant noise, odor, glare or dust. 
E. Excessive traffic or parking problems will not result. 
F. The use will not create significant visual impacts for adjoining properties or 

passersby. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARNG TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR THE INCENTIVE 
LOCATION PLAN FOR ENTERGY: 
 
Mr. Russell reviewed with the Board that a public hearing for the location assistance plan 
was approved at the last Commission Meeting.  The proposed resolution is structured in 
accordance with prior assistance programs and in accordance with proposed property 
taxes to be paid to Rowan County as a reimbursement. 
 
Chairman Blount stated that the County Commission does not give Rowan County 
taxpayer’s money to industries that move into our community.  All grants are based on 
the new taxes that the industry pays to Rowan County.  Therefore, we are giving some of 
the industry’s money back to them. 
 
Chairman Blount opened the public hearing at 7:40 pm to entertain comments from the 
public.  Those that came forward are as follows: 
 

1. Randy Harrell, Director of the Economic Development Commission, spoke in  
favor of the incentive grant proposal.  Mr. Harrell stated that the Economic 
Development Commission voted in favor of this grant and believes this plant 
will provide significant benefits to the County, while having little impact on 
existing infrastructure.  The plant will be environmentally sensitive, emitting 
no smoke or dust, and will use water for cooling purposes.   The proposed 
$380 million plant will be the biggest project in Rowan County’s history, 
therefore the County’s largest taxpayer.  The plant will also provide 10-15 
new jobs. 

 
2. Carol Saterwhite, a West Rowan resident, spoke in opposition to the  

resolution.  Ms. Saterwhite voiced concern about the noise and heat from the 
turbines.  Ms. Saterwhite also expressed health concerns, noting that electric 
magnetic fields are created from power plants, with studies showing an 
increase of leukemia and brain tumors.  Ms. Saterwhite asked the Board to 
consider that West Rowan Middle School is one-half mile from this area and 
the high voltage lines are less that one block from the school.  Ms. Saterwhite 
suggested having a community meeting to discuss these issues. 
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3. Linda Burns, a “front-yard” resident of CP&L, emotionally spoke in 
opposition of the resolution.  Ms. Burns voiced concern about the “view” and 
the changes that have been made to the community.  Ms. Burns continued to 
express grief that the community learned about the plant in the paper before 
they were notified individually.  Ms. Burns also expressed concern over the 
noise and pollution.  Ms. Burns stated that water and soil samples would be 
taken before the plant opens. 

 
4. Charlie Walker, a resident of Barringer Road, spoke in opposition to the  

incentive plan.  Mr. Walker stated that he was opposed to giving Entergy 
money because of the treatment received from CP&L and the grief caused 
from the decrease in property value and the intrusion of right-of-ways on their 
property.  Mr. Walker stated that they have done nothing to deserve the “lies 
and crap” caused by CP&L  

 
5. Joseph Dobbins, a neighbor of Charlie Walker, voiced his concerns about  

where the water would come from for this plant.  Mr. Walker referenced the 
recent water shortages in the Landis and China Grove area.  Mr. Dobbins 
stated that he was not opposed to Entergy “one way or another”. 

 
6. Tom Saterwhite also stated his concerns over the water source. Mr. Saterwhite 

questioned why a rebate would be given to Entergy, if this area is the “best 
place in the world” to have a power system.  Mr. Saterwhite also questioned 
what the decibel noise level would be, once the plant is in operation. 

 
7. Hal Kesler stated that he was not from the same part of the County as the 

previous speakers.  Mr. Kesler expressed that he felt that power was necessary 
and the county would benefit from the added jobs.  Mr. Kesler stressed to look 
at the balance of positives and negatives with the addition of this plant.  “Is 
the consumer cost going to be higher with this better and cleaner power?” 

 
8. Bill Godair, a pastor and resident of Faith Road, stated that he was asked by 

the people in his congregation to represent them at this public hearing.  Rev. 
Godair stated that his congregation is young and he emphasized that they do 
not wish to leave the area for employment opportunities.  Rev. Godair stated 
that he trusted the Board and Mr. Russell.  Rev. Godair stated that if the Board 
and Mr. Russell feel this is good for the County, “then vote for it”. 

 
There being no further comments, Chairman Blount closed the public hearing at 7:55 pm. 
 
Chairman Blount addressed some of the questions presented from the speakers during the 
public hearing.  Chairman Blount stated that the noise decibels that had been recorded 
would be no louder than the noise on Highway 70 and by the CP&L project.  The area 
was zoned for industrial use and heat is produced from any industrial project.  With the 
health concerns of electric magnetic fields, no studies have indicated that there is a major 
concern for this property.  Existing transmitting lines will be used.  Chairman Blount 

 7



emphasized that Highway 70 is an industrial corridor.   Part of maintaining the quality of 
life for Rowan County citizens includes generating enough tax base to control the tax 
rate.  Entergy is a simple-cycle plant and will require a low usage of water.  Chairman 
Blount informed the audience that the South Rowan water issue has been addressed.  The 
purpose for incentives is to bring plants to our community, which increases the tax base.  
Chairman Blount stated that communities that have electrical power available are in a 
better position to attract new industry. 
 
Commissioner Tadlock re-emphasized that the rebate of tax money to Entergy is actually 
their money and not the money of Rowan County taxpayers. 
 
Commissioner Andrews stated that it was his understanding that Entery and EDC were to 
contact the adjacent property owners on the same day that the Board was given this 
information.  Commissioner Andrews expressed that he would be very disappointed if 
this had not been done. 
 
Bob Adair, from Entergy, expressed that his company strives to be very involved in the 
community where their plants are located and if the incentive plan is approved, he will 
carry the message back to Entergy to remain in contact with the property owners.   
 
Commissioner Belk made a motion to approve the resolution.  Chairman Blount 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING TO APPROVE THE I-85 STUDY AREA: 
 
Marion Lytle, from the Planning Department, stated that the changes requested by the 
Board, in their packets, are highlighted in yellow.  Mr. Lytle reviewed these changes with 
the Board.   
 
Chairman Blount opened the public hearing at 8:10 pm to entertain comments.  There 
being no one in attendance that wished to address the Board, Chairman Blount closed the 
public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Chamberlain made a motion to approve the I-85 study document.  
Commissioner Andrews seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Belk complimented the Planning staff on their work.  Commissioner 
Andrews also complimented the Board and the previous Board and the Planning Board 
on their work with this plan. 
 
Chairman Blount called for a break at 8:15 pm. 
 
Chairman Blount reconvened the meeting at 8:20 pm. 
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UPDATE ON THE STATE PROPERTY LAW REGARDING COUNTY LIENS 
AGAINST PROPERTY OWNERS CONCERNING MOBILE HOMES: 
 
Jerry Rowland, Rowan County Tax Assessor, and Barbara Ames, from the Tax 
Assessor’s Office, reviewed with the Board the doublewide and singlewide mobile home 
tax status and the difficulty of collecting taxes for these units.  There was a discussion on 
the difference of “real property” and “personal property” and what is the “intent” of the 
property owner.  Problems were discussed concerning singlewide and doublewide mobile 
homes being placed on leased-land.  Mr. Rowland stressed that taxes follow the 
landowner. 
 
Mr. Rowland suggested that it be made mandatory to have a permit from the landowner, 
stating that if the taxes were not paid, there would be a lien placed against their property.  
Mr. Rowland felt that this would be one way of addressing these concerns. 
 
Various scenarios were discussed. 
 
The Board by consensus, requested staff, working with John Holshouser, Leslie 
Earnhardt and Ed Muire, to draft a policy and to establish the necessary forms and to 
bring back to the Board for consideration. 
  
APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED FINANCING OF VEHICLES: 
 
Ms. Earnhardt informed the Board that the Finance Department had received ten bids for 
the financing of 27 vehicles.   The amount to be financed is $613,644.00 for a term of 
three years.  Ms. Earnhardt recommended the low bid from Wachovia Bank of 
$659,046.83 and also asked for approval of the Resolution, the Declaration of Official 
Intent, the Budget Amendment and the authorization to open a new account with the 
North Carolina Capital Management Trust. 
 
The bids received are as follows: 
 
 Wachovia Bank   $659,046.83 
 BB&T Governmental Finance  660,527.88 
 LaSalle National Bank   662,307.60 
 Koch Financial Corporation   667,324.96 
 Central Carolina Bank    667,330.52 
 South Trust Bank    669,001.32 
 First Union National Bank   668,196.96 
 Centura Corporate Banking   670,567.62 
 Ford Motor Credit    672,920.31 
 Fidelity Bank     680,162.90 
  
Commissioner Chamberlain made a motion to approve the financing package as 
presented.  Commissioner Tadlock seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
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DISCUSSION OF THE SUSPENSION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
INVENTORY TAX REIMBURSEMENT: 
 
Mr. Russell informed the Board of Governor Easley’s decision to suspend approximately 
$95 million in reimbursements to local governments for the inventory tax.  Rowan 
County’s amount to be withheld from this year’s budget would be approximately 
$810,000, which most of these funds had already been spent.  This situation is similar to 
what occurred in 1991 during the recession.  Local governments are now faced with 
balancing their budgets, as a result of the State’s action to balance their budget.  Mr. 
Russell cautioned that this might not be the last effort from the State to balance their 
budget.  Mr. Russell also addressed the County’s shortfall in this year’s Medicaid 
program, which will be $183,000, due to the General Assembly’s expanded eligibility 
requirements.   This shortfall will be handled through the operating budget.  However, 
this amount will increase next year approximately $1.2 million in County funds. 
 
Mr. Russell explained the increase in the employees’ medical insurance.   Mr. Russell 
explained that Rowan County is self-insured and pays claims, as wells as paying for the 
administration of claims and stop losses.   The program for this year will increase from 
the budgeted amount of $2.5 million to $3.3 million, indicating an increase of $800,000. 
 
Based on these three issues, Mr. Russell reviewed with the Board his recommendations to 
cover these overages by reducing or delaying expenditures that included:  1- Freezing all 
unfilled positions effected February 16, 2001.  2- Reducing selected budgeted 
expenditures.  3- Returning a portion of unused funds from Public Schools.  4- Delaying 
budgeted projects and appropriations. 
 
In reference to the County’s fund balance, Commissioner Belk applauded Mr. Russell for 
his management of the County. 
 
Commissioner Chamberlain made a motion to endorse the recommendations by the 
Manager.  Commissioner Belk seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Blount will draft a letter from the Board to the legislative delegation 
concerning this issue. 
 
ADDITION:  NOISE ORDINANCE: 
 
Commissioner Chamberlain asked for an update on the Noise Ordinance.  Mr. Muire 
stated that he would be meeting with the Sheriff and his Chief Deputy.  Mr. Muire 
informed the Board that Ray Shuler, with the ABC Enforcement for Rowan County, has 
been interested in this ordinance.  Mr. Shuler would like to use the ordinance as an  
enforcement “tool” in nightclubs.   
 
Mr. Muire stated that he would address this issue at the first meeting in March and 
hopefully there would be a Public Hearing at the second meeting in March. 
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ADDITION: RSVP FOR COMMISSIONERS: 
 
Ms. Foil was given a consensus by the Board to begin giving the office address to anyone 
that calls for the Commissioner’s addresses.  This will hopefully help in better 
coordination of answering RSVP’s. 
 
ADDITION:  GRANTS CREEK GREENWAY: 
 
Chairman Blount reviewed with the Board that a Greenway System for Grants Creek was 
discussed at the Planning Retreat.  By consensus, the Board agreed to allow the 
Sustainable Community Development Commission (SCDC) to be the committee to start 
this process.   
 
GO CART MORATORIUM: 
 
Chairman Blount reminded the Board of the Go Cart Moratorium would end in April.  
Commissioner Chamberlain stated that he had spoken with Marion Lytle and they would 
be addressing this issue. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
 
Chairman Blount open the Public Comment Period.  Those who wished to address the 
Board were as follows: 
 
Commissioner Chamberlain asked that the change in the Public Comment Period be 
advertised again in the paper. 
 

1. Bill Owens addressed the Board stating that if there had been better 
communication, the people of North Carolina would have know that State had 
increased it’s budget over 100% in the last eight years.  We do not have a channel 
of communication to the people of the community.  Mr. Owens made reference to 
an article in the paper about public access that was discussed at the Planning 
Retreat and he took the comments very personally stating that he was made to feel 
that this topic was not taken seriously.  He stated he never asked for money, but 
rather to have a committee formed to research this issue.  Mr. Owens listed the 
various groups that would benefit from this access.  Mr. Owens stated that he 
would be returning to address this issue at future Public Comment Periods. 

 
Chairman Blount responded that the humor Mr. Owens read in the paper was the 
Commissioners laughing at themselves, after spending two, 12-hour days, discussing 
major issues.  The cable franchise with TimeWarner will be up for renewal in December 
2003.  Chairman Blount also suggested that Mr. Owens form a committee and the Board 
would listen to any information that this committee would present.  Chairman Blount 
informed Mr. Owens that the Board discussed, at the retreat, that they would not be 
willing to put any tax dollars into this project at this time. 
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Commissioner Chamberlain informed Mr. Owens that he would be willing to meet with 
him to discuss the issue in more depth.  
 
There being no further business, Chairman Blount adjourned the meeting at 9:45 p.m.  
 
      Respectively Submitted, 
 
 
 
      Rita K. Foil, 
      Clerk to the Board 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


