
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
ROWAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

September 15, 2008 – 7:00 PM 
J. NEWTON COHEN, SR. ROOM  

J. NEWTON COHEN, SR. ROWAN COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
 

Present:  Arnold S. Chamberlain, Chairman 
Chad Mitchell, Vice-Chairman 

Jon Barber, Member 
Tina Hall, Member 
Jim Sides, Member  

 
County Manager Gary Page, Clerk to the Board Carolyn Athey, County Attorney 
Jay Dees and Finance Director Leslie Heidrick were present. 

 
Chairman Chamberlain convened the meeting at 7:00 pm. 
 
Chairman Chamberlain provided the Invocation and also led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Commissioner Barber moved, Commissioner Mitchell seconded and the vote to 
approve the minutes of the September 2, 2008 Commission Meeting passed 
unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 
There were no additions to the agenda. 
 
CONSIDER DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA 
There were no deletions from the agenda. 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Commissioner Mitchell moved approval of the agenda.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Barber and carried unanimously. 
 
1.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
Commissioner Barber moved approval of the Consent Agenda.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Mitchell. 



Commissioner Hall referred to Consent Agenda Item A (approval to purchase 
nine (9) Dodge Chargers for the Sheriff’s Department) and asked why the County 
would purchase a vehicle that listed for over $21,000 versus the option for the 
Chevrolet Impala, which listed for $17,900.  Finance Director Leslie Heidrick 
explained that the Dodge Chargers were requested by the Sheriff’s Department 
because the Sheriff felt the Charger was a better car.  Ms. Hedrick also stated 
that the purchase of the vehicles had been approved in the budget. 
 
Commissioner Hall asked if the Chargers were better based on its specifications, 
better gas mileage, etc. and Ms. Heidrick said she was uncertain. 
 
Commissioner Sides suggested pulling the item from the Consent Agenda until 
the next meeting.  
 
Chairman Chamberlain asked if Commissioner Mitchell wished to withdraw the 
motion.  Commissioner Mitchell asked if there was a representative present from 
the Sheriff’s Department who could answer the questions. 
 
Chairman Chamberlain called Major Tim Bost forward.  Major Bost said he 
preferred for the Sheriff to answer any questions; however, he commented that 
he thought there were issues with the transfer of equipment to the Impala from 
the Charger and that he thought the Sheriff also had issues with the engine 
performance of the Impala.   
 
In response to a query from Chairman Chamberlain, Ms. Hedrick said the best 
price for the County was to piggyback off the contract as suggested.  Ms. 
Heidrick said the County could piggyback through October 1, 2008 or the County 
would have to start over in the bidding process. 
 
Chairman Chamberlain said based on the information presented and the fact that 
the vehicles had been budgeted, he would support the request. 
 
Commissioner Mitchell asked if equipment purchases had been made that would 
only work with the Dodge Chargers.  Major Bost responded that he was unsure 
and Ms. Hedrick said when other equipment was considered, it was a package. 
 
Commissioner Hall asked if the price to piggyback on the contract saved 
approximately $300 per vehicle.  Ms Hedrick said, “In the other quotes that we’ve 
received, it’s saving quite a bit more than that because we’re getting this price on 
a 2009 and this was the price” for a 2008. 
 
Commissioner Mitchell said with the information discussed, he supported 
keeping the Dodge Chargers. 
 
Upon being put to a vote, the motion to accept the Consent Agenda passed 3-2 
with Commissioners Hall and Sides dissenting. 
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The Consent Agenda consisted of the following items: 
 

A. Approval of Resolution Awarding Contract for the Purchase Nine (9) Patrol 
Vehicles for Sheriff’s Department 

 
RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT 

FOR THE PURCHASE OF 
NINE PATROL VEHICLES 

 
WHEREAS, after due advertisement for the waiver of competitive bidding 

for the purchase of nine patrol vehicles for the Rowan County Sheriff’s 
Department, it is the recommendation of the Finance Department and the Rowan 
County Sheriff that the contract be awarded to Ilderton Dodge; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners 

of Rowan County to award a contract for the purchase of nine Dodge Chargers 
for the Rowan County Sheriff’s Department from Ilderton Dodge at a total cost of 
$194,949.00. 

 
B. Approval of Proclamation Declaring October 5-11, 2008 as Mental Illness 

Awareness Week 
 

Proclamation 
Mental Illness Awareness Week  

 
WHEREAS, serious mental illnesses such as major depression, bipolar disorder, 
schizophrenia, obsessive-compulsive disorder, severe anxiety disorders, 
borderline personality disorder, and post-traumatic stress disorders affect one in 
every four people annually; 
 
WHEREAS, serious mental illnesses are more common than cancer, diabetes 
and heart disease and are the number one reason for hospital admissions 
nationwide; 
 
WHEREAS, serious mental illnesses have been scientifically proven to be highly 
treatable illnesses of the brain; 
 
WHEREAS, scientific research is producing tremendous breakthroughs in the 
understanding of mental illnesses, resulting in more effective treatments that 
allow people to reclaim full and productive lives, 
 
WHEREAS, misunderstandings exist about many mental illnesses and our social 
culture often wrongly imposes stigma on them; 
NOW, THEREFORE RESOLVED, the Rowan County Board of Commissioners, 
do hereby proclaim October 5 through October 11, 2008 as Mental Illness 
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Awareness Week in Rowan County to increase public awareness of mental 
illness. 

 
C. Set Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing for October 6, 2008 for PCUR 04-08 for 

Request from Rob Fuller 
D. Set Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing for October 6, 2008 for PCUR 03-08 for 

Request from Donnie and Angela Bostian 
E. Approval of Tax Settlement for Fiscal Year 2007-08 

 
2.  PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Chairman Chamberlain opened the Public Comment Period to entertain 
comments from any citizens wishing to address the Board.  The following 
individuals came forward: 
 

• Terry Hill, Chairman of the Rowan County Planning Board, provided the 
Commissioners with a handout that showed maps of two (2) main areas 
on High Rock Lake, which he said the public liked to facilitate with boats.  
Mr. Hill said there was only one (1) public access area located at Second 
Creek at the Bringle Ferry Road access.  Mr. Hill said Rowan County was 
losing some of the economic benefits of the lake due to the lack of public 
access to the lake.  Mr. Hill encouraged the Board to “put pressure on 
Alcoa” to provide additional public access facilities.  Mr. Hill also submitted 
a copy of a petition, which he stated contained 2600 signatures in support 
of additional public access facilities for High Rock Lake in Rowan County.   
 
Chairman Chamberlain appointed Commissioners Sides and Hall to serve 
as a committee to work with Mr. Hill and Alcoa concerning public access 
areas.   
 

• Larry Wright, 170 Heritage Lane, Salisbury, discussed a letter recently 
submitted to a Lexington newspaper.  Mr. Wright said the letter pertained 
to forced annexation and had been written by Steve Caruthers from 
Florida.  Mr. Wright read from the letter in which Mr. Caruthers 
encouraged citizens to take a stand against forced annexation.  Mr. Wright 
said citizens in North Carolina were trying to get annexation laws changed 
so that citizens could vote before an annexation occurred.  

 
With no one else wishing to address the Board, Chairman Chamberlain closed 
the Public Comment Period. 
 
3.  PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED ADDRESS CHANGE FOR TAX  
PARCEL 128 067  
Planning Technician Fredda Greer reported that the County’s 911 
Telecommunications Department had alerted Staff that an emergency call was 
received from 1225 Pine Ridge Road.  The address was for Tax Parcel 128 067 
owned by James Gurganious.  Emergency personnel responded and discovered 

 4



the home was accessed from Whispering Pine Drive rather than Pine Ridge 
Road.  Ms. Greer said Staff recommended the physical address be changed to 
reflect the access to the property’s location on Whispering Pine Drive. 
 
Chairman Chamberlain opened the public hearing to receive citizen input 
regarding the proposed address change. 
 
With no one wishing to address the Board, Chairman Chamberlain closed the 
public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Sides moved, Commissioner Hall seconded and the vote to 
approve the road name of Whispering Pine Drive passed unanimously. 
 
4.  PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED ADDRESS CHANGE FOR TAX  
PARCEL 381 048  
Planning Technician Fredda Greer reported that Staff had noted Tax Parcel 381 
048 belonging to Alvin Moneymaker and his wife was incorrectly listed as 557 
Eller Road.  Ms. Greer said the residence was more than 1900’ off Eller Road.  
Ms. Greer said there were several structures between this residence and Eller 
Road and locating the residence would be most difficult for an emergency 
vehicle.  Staff proposed to assign the correct address of 390 Country Place Drive 
to this parcel/residence. 
 
Chairman Chamberlain opened the public hearing to receive citizen input 
regarding the proposed address correction.   
 
With no one wishing to address the Board, Chairman Chamberlain closed the 
public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Sides moved, Commissioner Hall seconded and the vote to 
approve the address correction of 390 County Place Drive for Tax Parcel 381 
048 passed unanimously. 
 
5.  PUBLIC HEARING FOR SPECIAL CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED 
ROAD NAME OF GOLDEN LANE  
Planning Technician Fredda Greer explained that by using the standard protocol 
for staff initiated road naming, residents along the road located north off the 300 
block of Hoffman Lane were notified of the necessity and intent to name the 
private road.  Ms. Greer said property owners were given thirty (30) days to 
complete and return a road name petition.  Ms. Greer said a property owner had 
called to verify several names and said a petition would probably be submitted.  
Ms. Greer said to date, no petition had been received, nor had there been any 
other contact with the Planning & Development Department.   Ms. Greer said 
Staff proposed to proceed with the road name of road Golden Lane. 
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Chairman Chamberlain opened the public hearing to receive citizen input 
regarding the proposed road name of Golden Lane. 
 
With no one wishing to address the Board, Chairman Chamberlain closed the 
public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Sides moved approval of the proposed road name of Golden 
Lane.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mitchell and carried 
unanimously. 
 
6.  PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER OFFER TO PURCHASE LOT #5 IN 
SPEEDWAY BUSINESS PARK 
Jeanie Moore, Chair of the Economic Development Board, reported that an offer 
in the amount of $56,500 had been received for Lot #5 in Speedway Business 
Park.  The offer was from Ray Hackett, owner of J&R Supply Corporation who 
was also in attendance. 
 
Chairman Chamberlain opened the public hearing to entertain citizen input 
regarding 
 
Commissioner Mitchell moved approval of the offer.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Barber. 
 
Commissioner Sides asked if the motion included leaving the property open for 
the ten (10) day upset bid process. 
 
Commissioner Mitchell responded that he did not wish to hold up the sale since 
the notice had advertised the public hearing for ten (10) days.  Commissioner 
Mitchell said the offer received was the County’s posted asking price and that he 
was comfortable in accepting the offer. 
 
Commissioner Barber recalled that the Board had voted 4-1 on February 19, 
2007 not to accept an offer for the same lot.  The Board had rejected the offer 
because the posted price was not fair market value.  Commissioner Barber said 
he felt the upset bid process had been in progress for the past seventeen (17) 
months and that the County should accept the offer. 
 
Commissioner Sides expressed appreciation to Mr. Hackett for his interest in the 
property.  Commissioner Sides said he agreed with most of what Commissioners 
Mitchell and Barber had said.  Commissioner Sides said based on the range 
stated for fair market value, he still felt it would be proper to go through the upset 
bid process.  Commissioner Sides informed Mr. Hackett that he could not support 
the motion; however, he said he was not voting against Mr. Hackett. 
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In response to a query from Commissioner Mitchell, Stuart Hair of the Economic 
Development Commission (EDC) reported that no citizens had contacted the 
EDC since the notice of the public hearing had appeared in the newspaper. 
 
Upon being put to a vote, the motion on the floor passed 4-1 with Commissioner 
Sides dissenting. 
 
7.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF PE 03-08:  REQUEST FOR PERMIT TO 
EXCEED NOISE STANDARDS FROM LIVING WORD SPIRITED BAPTIST 
CHURCH  
Planner Andy Goodall said Living Word Spirited Baptist Church had proposed an 
outdoor music festival at its 2106 West C Street location.  The festival was to 
raise money for the general church building fund and would include live music 
and a cookout/dinner for between 50-75 attendees.  The event would be held on 
Saturday, September 20, 2008 from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm.   
 
Mr. Goodall said the church was located in the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the 
City of Kannapolis but was regulated by the Rowan County Noise Ordinance.  
Section 14.12 of the ordinance provides an opportunity to exceed the amplified 
sound standards in the form of a ‘permit to exceed’ when the event is open to the 
public.  Mr. Goodall said notices had been posted regarding the event.  Mr. 
Goodall also said that Staff had received two (2) phones call; however, the calls 
were not in opposition to the request.  
 
Chairman Chamberlain opened the floor for public comment regarding the 
application.  No citizens came forward to address the Board. 
 
Commissioner Sides moved approval of PE 03-08.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Barber and passed unanimously. 
 
8.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF OFFER TO PURCHASE PROPERTY IN 
SPRING VALLEY SUBDIVISION  
County Manager Gary Page recalled that during regular session on August 4, 
2008, the Board had voted to accept a minimum offer of $1500 for Tax Parcel 
209 059, located on Overview Drive in the Spring Valley Subdivision. 
 
Mr. Page said a written offer was received from Nancy and Paris Goodnight for 
$1500 and after due advertisement, no upset bids were received. 
 
Commissioner Mitchell moved, Commissioner Barber seconded and the vote to 
sell Tax Parcel 209 059 to Nancy and Paris Goodnight in the amount of $1500 
passed unanimously. 
 
9.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENT  
Finance Director Leslie Heidrick presented the following budget amendment for 
the Board’s consideration: 
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• Social Services – Each year two (2) temporary positions are needed to 
administer the Low Income Energy Program.  Only one (1) is included in 
the budget and the budget amendment is to budget funds for the second 
position.  These are 100% federal funds. 
 

Commissioner Barber moved approval of the budget amendment.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Mitchell and carried unanimously. 
  
10.  ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner 
Mitchell moved to adjourn at 7:30 pm.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Barber and passed unanimously. 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 

    Carolyn Athey 
     Clerk to the Board 
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