
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
ROWAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

September 8, 2015 – 3:00 PM 
J. NEWTON COHEN, SR. ROOM  

J. NEWTON COHEN, SR. ROWAN COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
 

Present:  Greg Edds, Chairman 
Jim Greene, Vice-Chairman 

Mike Caskey, Member 
Judy Klusman, Member 
Craig Pierce, Member  

 
County Manager Aaron Church, Clerk to the Board/Assistant to the County 
Manager Carolyn Barger, County Attorney Jay Dees and Assistant County 
Manager/Finance Director Leslie Heidrick were present. 

 
Chairman Edds convened the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Chaplain Michael Taylor provided the Invocation. 
 
Chairman Edds led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CONSIDER ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 
Commissioner Pierce moved to add to the Consent Agenda the use of the former 
Belk parking lot at West End Plaza to Mr. Matt Dunkin for a photo shoot.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Klusman and carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA 
Chairman Edds moved Consent Agenda item D (Proclamation Declaring 
September 17-23, 2015 As Constitution Week) to the regular agenda as item 
#7a. 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Commissioner Pierce moved, Commissioner Greene seconded and the vote to 
approve the agenda (as amended) passed unanimously. 
 
 
 



CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Commissioner Pierce moved, Commissioner Greene seconded and the vote to 
approve the minutes of the August 17, 2015 Commission Meeting passed 
unanimously. 
 
1.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
Commissioner Pierce moved approval of the Consent Agenda.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Greene and passed unanimously.  
 
The Consent Agenda consisted of the following: 

A. Proclamation Recognizing National Preparedness Month 
 
WHEREAS, September is National Preparedness Month, a time set aside annually to 
encourage citizens to take necessary steps to prepare for any and al1 emergencies in 
their homes, businesses and communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, Rowan County  has made it a high priority to continue to build a strong and 
viable “culture of preparedness” throughout our county, including municipalities, colleges 
and universities, the private sector and the general public; and 
 
WHEREAS, those who are prepared for emergencies recover faster and can help others 
who also may be affected, demonstrating community spirit in the face of adversity; and 
 
WHEREAS, emergency preparedness is a shared responsibility, and every family that is 
able should prepare to be self-sufficient for the first 72 hours after disaster strikes; and  
 
WHEREAS, Rowan County’s citizens and families can start their preparedness actions 
by making an emergency plan, participate in citizen preparedness activities such as 
Community Emergency Response Team training and asked to review the County’s 
Ready campaign’s Web site at www.ReadyROWAN.org. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Rowan County Board of Commissioners 
does hereby proclaim September, 2015 as National Preparedness Month  throughout the 
County, and urges all citizens to make preparedness a priority and work together to 
ensure that individuals, families, and our communities are prepared for disasters and 
emergencies of any type. 
 

B. Proclamation For Patriot Day – A Day of Remembrance 
 
WHEREAS, on Tuesday September 11, 2001, terrorists attacked the United States of 
America in a series of senseless, cowardly, and despicable acts of war, directed at 
innocent men, women and children in the World Trade Center complex in New York City, 
the Pentagon in Washington D.C. and on board four passenger jets, resulting in the tragic 
loss of life of thousands of U.S. citizens and foreign nationals; and  
 
WHEREAS, in the aftermath of the attacks, the people of the United States stood united 
in providing support for those in need, inspired by the heroic sacrifices of our firefighters, 
rescue and law enforcement personnel, military service members, and other citizens; and  
 
WHEREAS, September 11th should not only be remembered as a day of great tragedy 
but also as a day of triumph, courage, kindness, love, hope and freedom, and as a 
reminder of the newfound unity, focus and strength in our Nation; and 
 

 2 

http://www.readyrowan.org/


WHEREAS, by U.S. House Joint Resolution 71 signed into law on December 18, 2001 
(Public Law 107-89), Congress authorized and requested the President to designate  
September 11th of each year as “Patriot Day” and to call upon state and local 
governments to observe Patriot Day by displaying the flag of the United States at halfstaff 
and by observing a moment of silence at 8:46 a.m. marking the first plane crash.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Rowan County Board of 
Commissioners does hereby declare September 11, 2015 as Patriot Day in Rowan 
County and encourages all citizens to honor and respect the innocent victims of 
September 11, 2001 and to salute the heroism of public safety and rescue workers, 
volunteers, local officials, and those who responded to the tragic events with courage, 
selfless compassion, determination and undying patriotism.  
 

C. Rehabilitation Program-Housing Assistance Loan Agreement & Worksheet 
for Property Located at 280 Hope Hill Road, Salisbury, NC 

D. Proclamation Declaring September 17-23, 2015 As Constitution Week 
(placed on the regular agenda as item #7a) 

E. Retirement Recognition / Celebration 
F. Set Public Hearing for Z 07-15 for September 21, 2015 
G. Set Quasi-judicial Hearing for CUP 03-15 for September 21, 2015 
H. Approval of Contract for EMC Storage Array Upgrade 
I. Resolution To Petition NCDOT To Add Slogan To Rowan County 

Welcome Signs 
 
WHEREAS, the Rowan Little League Softball Team, under Head Coach Steve Yang and 
Assistant Coaches Eric Dowling and Rob Hales, won the Little League Softball World 
Series Championship on August 19, 2015; and      
 
WHEREAS, The North Carolina Department of Transportation allows “Welcome To” 
signs with a maximum of two slogans not to exceed three lines of copy; and  
 
WHEREAS, The County currently has two signs located on I-85 that read:   
 
FIRST LINE:    WELCOME TO ROWAN COUNTY 
SECOND LINE 1st SLOGAN:  HOME OF DAN NICHOLAS PARK; and 
 
WHEREAS, All cost and maintenance associated with modifying existing signs and/or 
supports including the engineering study will be the responsibility of Rowan County. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rowan County Board of 
Commissioners does hereby petition the North Carolina Department of Transportation to 
create and place a third line which will be the second slogan on both “Welcome To” signs 
on I-85 that reads, “HOME OF THE 2015 LITTLE LEAGUE SOFTABLL WORLD SERIES 
CHAMPIONS”. 

 
2.  SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
Chairman Edds announced that Information Systems Director David Boling was 
retiring at the end of September.  Chairman Edds then turned the floor over to 
County Manager Aaron Church.   
 
Mr. Church said Mr. Boling had been the Information Systems Director for over 
27 years.  Mr. Church said Mr. Boling had one son and twin daughters and was a 
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graduate of Appalachian State University.  Mr. Church said Mr. Boling had done 
a great job and it had been a pleasure to work with him.  Mr. Church thanked Mr. 
Boling and congratulated him for his accomplishments.  The comments were 
followed by a round of applause. 
 
Chairman Edds called Mr. Boling forward, along with his wife Darlene, where he 
was recognized by the Commissioners for his outstanding and exemplary service 
to the citizens of Rowan County. 
 
Commissioner Pierce read and presented a plaque to Mr. Boling honoring him for 
over 27 years of service.  The presentation was followed by a round of applause.  
 
Chairman Edds said he had talked with one of the employees in the Information 
Systems Department who felt the Department was running great.  Chairman 
Edds said Information Systems was important to the operations of county 
government in that it touched every department. 
 
Another round of applause followed the recognition. 
 
3.  PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Chairman Edds opened the Public Comment Period to entertain comments from 
any citizens wishing to address the Board.  With no one coming forward, 
Chairman Edds closed the Public Comment Period. 
 
4.  PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER PROPOSED REVISIONS TO CHAPTER 
5 OF THE ROWAN COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES 
County Manager Aaron Church presented the Board with the proposed text 
amendments to Chapter 5 of the Rowan County Code of Ordinances that would 
exempt feral cats from the ordinance to allow cat colonies.  Mr. Church said the 
changes basically allowed for feral cat colonies as long as they are registered 
and followed certain protocol. Mr. Church noted cats are no longer required to 
wear a leash in Rowan County or to wear a collar showing rabies vaccinations, 
as long as they had a microchip.   
 
Mr. Church said the biggest change pertained to community cats and mirrored 
the ordinance in Wake County.  Mr. Church said cats that are trapped must be 
taken to the veterinarian to be spayed/neutered, receive a rabies and FVRCP 
vaccination and the ear must be tipped.   
 
Chairman Edds opened the public hearing to receive input from any citizen 
wishing to address the Board regarding the proposed text amendments.  With no 
one coming forward, Chairman Edds closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Pierce moved approval of the revisions to Chapter 5 of the Rowan 
County Code of Ordinances.  Commissioner Klusman seconded the motion.  
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Chairman Edds said there were a lot of people who did not want cat colonies 
being set up as they felt the colonies would have a negative impact on animals in 
the community.   Chairman Edds pointed out the alternative was for the County 
to do nothing.   Chairman Edds clarified for the public, there was an organization 
that would pay for the changes and there would be no cost to the County. 
 
Upon being put to a vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
The text amendments were approved as follows: 
 
Chapter 5 - ANIMALS[1]  
 
Footnotes:  
--- (1) ---  
Editor's note—An ordinance adopted June 7, 1995, amended ch. 5 in its entirety, in effect 
repealing and reenacting said chapter to read as herein set out. The former ch. 5, §§ 5-26—5-39 
and 5-51—5-59, pertained to similar subject matter and derived from §§ I—XIII and XV of an 
ordinance adopted Nov. 6, 1989. 

Cross reference— Licenses, Ch. 10; noise, Ch. 14; insect and rodent control at mass 
gatherings, § 12-79; animals at large in parks, § 16-35; disposal of animals in solid waste 
containers, § 19-29(g)(7); streets, sidewalks and other public places, Ch. 19.5. 

State Law reference— Authority of county to levy taxes to provide animal protection and control 
programs, G.S. 153A-149(c)(6); animal license tax, G.S. 153A-153; animal shelters, G.S. 153A-
442; dogs, G.S. Ch. 67; power of county to regulate, restrict or prohibit the possession or 
harboring of dangerous animals, G.S. 153A-131; wildlife resources commission, G.S. 143-237 et 
seq.; rabies, G.S. 130A-184 et seq.; protection of animals, G.S. Ch. 19A. 

 
ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL  
 
Secs. 5-1—5-25. - Reserved.  
ARTICLE II. - ANIMAL CONTROL  
DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY  
 
Sec. 5-26. - Authorization.  

The board of health of the county, hereinafter referred to as the board, is authorized under 
the provisions of G.S. Ch. 130A-39 to adopt appropriate rules for the protection of the public 
health regarding animal control concerns in the county.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(A); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(A)) 

Sec. 5-27. - Purpose.  
It is the purpose of these rules to supplement the state laws by providing a procedure for the 

enforcement of state laws relating to rabies control, in addition to the criminal penalties provided 
by state law.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(B); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(B)) 

Sec. 5-28. - Policy.  
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Consistent with the responsibility to protect and advance the public health, it is declared to 
be the policy of the board that all dogs and cats are to be immunized against rabies; and unless 
provided otherwise herein, that all domesticated animals and all exotic animals are to be 
restrained in order to prevent a public nuisance, danger to humans, injury or disease; and, that all 
animals are to be treated in a humane manner.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(C); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(C)) 

Sec. 5-29. - Scope.  
No person shall own or keep a dog, cat or other animal in the county contrary to the 

provisions of these rules. Previously adopted rules, procedures and requirements of the county 
health department are rescinded.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(D); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(D)) 

Sec. 5-30. - Conflict with other laws and regulations.  
The provisions of any federal, state, or municipal law or regulation establishing standards 

affording greater protection to the public welfare, safety and health shall prevail within the 
jurisdiction of such agency over standards established by these rules.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(E); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(E)) 

Sec. 5-31. - Right of entry.  
The health director, through his/her authorized designee, shall have the right of entry upon 

the premises of any place where entry is necessary to carry out the provisions of these rules. If 
consent for entry is not obtained, an administrative search and inspection warrant shall be 
obtained pursuant to G.S. 15-27.2. However, if an imminent hazard exists, no warrant is required 
for entry upon the premises.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(F); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(F)) 

Sec. 5-32. - Interference with enforcement.  
It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, hinder or molest the employees of the 

health department in their enforcement of these rules, or to seek to release any animal in the 
custody of such person, except as otherwise specifically provided.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(G); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(G)) 

Sec. 5-33. - Appeals.  
Any person aggrieved by any action of an animal control officer with regard to these rules 

shall first confer with the health director, who may affirm or reverse the original decision of the 
representative. If the person is dissatisfied with the health director's decision, he/she shall give 
written notice of appeal, setting forth the grievances, to the health director within thirty (30) days 
after the conference with the health director. Upon receiving this notice the health director shall, 
within five (5) working days, transmit to the chairman of the board the notice and all other 
pertinent papers. The board shall hold a hearing within fifteen (15) days after it receives notice of 
appeal. The board shall give the appellant no less than ten (10) days notice of the date, time and 
place of the hearing. Any party may appear in person or by agent or attorney. No person shall 
take any action prohibited by the health department until there is a final resolution of the 
grievance. On appeal, the board shall have the authority to affirm, modify or reverse the 
challenged action. The board shall issue a concise written decision setting forth its reasons with 
all deliberate speed after the hearing.  

 6 



(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(H); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(H)) 

Sec. 5-34. - Agency responsibility and authority.  
(a) Authority is hereby granted to the health department to establish and maintain an animal 

control program. The health department shall employ animal control officers and such other 
employees as shall be determined necessary, and approved by the county board of 
commissioners. The health director, through his/her authorized designee, shall:  

(1) Have responsibility, along with law enforcement agencies, to enforce the laws of North 
Carolina and the rules of the board pertaining to animal control and shall cooperate fully 
with all law enforcement officers within the county in support of these laws/rules.  

(2) Enforce and carry out the laws of North Carolina and the rules of the board pertaining to 
rabies control, except those areas assigned to another agency.  

(3) Be responsible for the investigation of all reported animal bites of humans, for the 
quarantine of any dog or cat involved and suspected of having rabies for a period of not 
less than ten (10) days and reporting to the health director as soon as practicable the 
occurrence of any such animal bite and the condition of any quarantined animal.  

(4) Make such canvasses of the county as necessary for the purpose of ascertaining 
compliance with these rules and state laws pertaining to animal control.  

(5) Be responsible for the operation of the county animal shelter. 

(6) Keep or cause to keep, accurate and detailed records of: 

a. Bite cases, violations and complaints and investigation of these cases. 

b. Seizure, impoundment and disposition of all animals coming into the custody of the 
animal control program.  

c. All monies belonging to the county derived from fees, penalties, or other sources 
and to deposit all funds so collected daily.  

d. Any other matters required by the state law or directed by the health director. 

(7) Issue notices of violations of these rules in such form as the board may prescribe. 

(8) Investigate cruelty to and abuse of animals. 

(9) Be responsible for the seizure and impoundment, where deemed necessary, of any dog 
or cat or other animal in the county involved in a violation of these rules or state law 
pertaining to animal control.  

(10) It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, hinder, or molest the employees of 
the health department, in their enforcement of these rules, or to seek to release any 
animal in the custody of such person, except as otherwise specifically provided.  

(b) Penalty for interference with enforcement. Failure to comply with the requirements in 
subsection (10) shall result in a fine for each offense. Fee: One hundred dollars ($100.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § II; Ord. of 11-6-00, § II) 

Sec. 5-35. - Definitions.  
The following words and phrases shall, for the purpose of these rules, have the meaning 

assigned herein unless the contents clearly indicate another meaning.  

Adequate shelter means an enclosure of three (3) sides and a roof.  

Aggressive means forceful, hostile, injurious or destructive behavior.  

Animal means every live vertebrate other than human beings.  
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Animal control officer means a Rowan County employee designated by the health director to 
enforce the Rowan County Animal Control Rules, county ordinances and state laws pertaining to 
animal control.  

Animal control supervisor means the animal control officer responsible for supervision of the 
animal control section of the county health department.  

Animal shelter means any premises designated by the health director for the purpose of 
impounding and caring for animals.  

Animal trap means a humane live trap.  

At large. An animal shall be deemed to be at large when it is off the property of its owner or 
keeper, and not under the physical restraint of a competent person.  

Board of health means the policy-making, rule-making and adjudicatory body for the county 
health department and is appointed by the county commissioners.  

Cat means a domesticated carnivorous mammal of the genus Felis.  

Competent person means a person of legal age and discretion to keep an animal under 
sufficient restraint and control in order to prevent harm to people, the animal and to other animals 
including, but not limited to, domesticated animals.  

Cruelty and cruel treatment means every act, omission, or act of neglect whereby 
unjustifiable pain, suffering or death is caused, or permitted against animals, as well as acts or 
attempted acts of teasing, molesting, baiting or trapping of animals unlawfully.  

Dangerous exotic animal means any exotic animal or hybrid thereof which is a carnivore; a 
member of the bear family; a non-human primate; a species of herbivore with a history of 
aggression toward humans; a venomous reptile; a member of the crocodile family; or a member 
of the boa and python family in excess of ten (10) feet in length. This definition excludes birds and 
ferrets.  

Dangerous/potentially dangerous dog. See section 5-39.  

Dog means a domesticated carnivorous mammal of the genus Canis.  

Domesticated means tame, controllable, closely associated with and compatible with 
humans.  

Environmental health supervisor means the supervisor of the environmental health division 
of the county health department.  

Exotic animal means any living animal other than domestic dogs, domestic cats, and animals 
normally kept as livestock, or such other animals as may hereafter be designated by the health 
director.  

Health department means the Rowan County Health Department.  

Health director means the director of the Rowan County Health Department or a duly 
authorized representative.  

Imminent hazard means a situation which is likely to cause an immediate threat to human 
life or animals, an immediate threat of serious physical injury, an immediate threat of serious 
adverse health effects, or a serious risk of irreparable damage to the environment if no immediate 
action is taken.  

Impoundment means the confinement or restraint of any animal by a person or animal 
control employee duly authorized by the health director.  

Injury means the wounding of an animal.  
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Keeper means a person or group having custody of an animal or who keeps or harbors an 
animal or who knowingly permits an animal to remain on or about any premises occupied or 
monitored by such person.  

Owner means a person having a possessory property right in an animal.  

Owner's or keeper's real property means any real property owned or leased by the owner of 
the animal.  

Person means any individual, family, group of individuals, corporation, partnership, 
organization or institution commonly recognized by law as an entity.  

Pet means an animal kept for pleasure rather than utility.  

Public nuisance. See section 5-38.  

Registered feral feline colony shall be a group of cats that are under the general control of a 
501(c)3 non-profit authorized to operate within the county by the Animal Control Director in 
compliance with the Community Cat section 5-112 herein.  

Restraint means restriction or control of an animal's movement.  

Severe injury means any physical injury that results in broken bones or disfiguring 
lacerations or requires cosmetic surgery or hospitalization.  

Stray means any domestic or exotic animal not under restraint and found off the property of 
its owner or keeper.  

Suspected of having rabies means any mammal, wild, exotic or domestic, that has bitten a 
human or another animal.  

Vehicle means every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be 
transported or drawn upon a highway, and expressly including bicycles.  

Veterinary hospital means any establishment maintained and operated by a licensed 
veterinarian for surgery, diagnosis and treatment of diseases and injuries of animals.  

Wild means living in a state of nature, not domesticated, untamed, not under the control of 
man.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § III; Ord. of 11-6-00, § III) 

Sec. 5-36. - Restraint of non-vicious animals.  
(a) Sufficient restraint shall include, but is not be limited to, restraint by a leash, harness, or 

similar effective or humane device that is capable of restraining an animal, or confinement 
indoors or within a cage, fence, or vehicle or similar secure enclosure. Being loose in the 
back of an open truck does not constitute being restrained. Sufficient restraint shall also 
include immediate supervision of an animal by a competent person when both are in the 
limits of the real property of the animal's owner or keeper.  

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any animal unless it is restrained, whether on or 
off the owner or keeper's property.  

(c) All chains, leashes or similar restraints shall be designed and placed so as to prevent 
choking or strangulation, and be of such design so as to restrain the animal during its utmost 
physical attempts to free itself. Such form of restraint while on the owner's or keeper's 
property shall be no less than ten (10) feet in length and either on a swivel designed to 
prevent choking or strangulation, or on a chain run with a swivel or in a securely fenced 
area, secure building or dwelling.  

(d) Nothing contained in these rules is intended to be in conflict with the laws of the State of 
North Carolina regarding dogs while being used in hunting. Nor are these rules intended to 
interfere with legal sporting events or exhibitions involving dogs, cats, or other animals. 
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However, while engaged in such activities, the owner or keeper of such animals shall be 
strictly liable for damages done by those animals to the person, possessions or property of 
others.  

(e) All female dogs and cats in heat (estrus) must be confined. The owner or keeper of any 
female dog or cat in heat must confine the animal in a building or enclosure in such manner 
that it will not be in contact with another dog or cat. Restraining the animal in an open area 
with a chain or leash to a fixed object does not constitute confinement, and is a violation of 
these rules. This section shall not be construed to prohibit the intentional breeding of animals 
within an enclosed area on the premises of the owner or keeper of an animal involved in the 
breeding process.  

(f) An owner or keeper of any animal shall be held strictly liable for any damages done by the 
animal while on or off the owner's or keeper's real property.  

(g) Penalty. 

Fee for failure to restrain non-vicious animals, subsection (b): Twenty-five dollars ($25.00).  

Fee for failure to properly confine females in heat, subsection (e): Fifty dollars ($50.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § V; Ord. of 11-6-00, § V) 

Sec. 5-37. - Keeping stray animals; requirements, failure to surrender.  
(a) Dogs, cats and livestock. It shall be unlawful for any person in the county to knowingly and 

intentionally harbor, feed, keep in possession by confinement, or otherwise, any stray animal 
which does not belong to that person, unless that person has, within twenty-four (24) hours 
from the time such animal came into his/her possession, notified an animal control officer of 
his/her intentions to either surrender the stray animal to the animal control officer or 
advertise such stray animal in the local newspaper for three (3) consecutive days. If the 
individual holding the stray animal elects to advertise the animal in the local newspaper and 
the prior owner does not respond by the tenth day from the last day of publication of the 
notice, the individual who has advertised shall be deemed the legal owner. If the 
advertisement has not appeared within seventy-two (72) hours, the animal shall be 
surrendered to the animal control officer. It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to 
surrender any such animal to the animal control officer upon demand.  

(b) Dangerous exotic animals. Any person finding or capturing an exotic or dangerous exotic 
animal shall immediately notify animal control of the same, and shall surrender the exotic 
animal to the health director or his designee upon request.  

(c) Penalty. Failure to comply with the requirements in subsections (a) and (b) shall result in a 
fine of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for each offense.  

(d)   Registered feral feline colonies under the Community Cat program in Sec. 5113 shall be 
exempt from this section for the purposes herein. 

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VII; Ord. of 11-6-00, § VII) 

Sec. 5-38. - Public nuisances prohibited.  
(a) If an animal has bitten a human or another animal, it shall be declared a public health 

nuisance and the owner or keeper shall be fined as provided for in subsection (f).  

(b) An animal may be determined by the health director, or his designee, to be a public nuisance 
when it commits any of the following acts two (2) or more times or any combination of two (2) 
or more of the following acts one (1) or more times.  

(1) Chases, snaps at, or otherwise molests pedestrians, bicyclists, motor vehicles, farm 
stock or domestic animals; or  
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(2) Turns over garbage pails; or 

(3) Damages gardens, lawns, or other foliage or other real or personal property. 

(c) Upon determining that an animal is a public nuisance, the animal control officer shall make a 
good faith attempt to notify the owner in writing of such determination and of such 
requirements as may be necessary to prevent the continuation of the nuisance condition.  

(d) It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of an animal, which has been determined to be a 
public nuisance in accordance with this section or G.S. 130A-200, to allow the nuisance to 
continue if the owner or keeper has received notice and a reasonable time to correct the 
nuisance.  

(e) Any owner or keeper shall be held strictly liable for any damages to any person or another 
person's possessions or property done by any of the owner or keeper's animals while such 
animals are running at large or declared a nuisance.  

(f) Failure to comply with the requirements in subsections (a)—(e) shall result in a fine for each 
of the following offenses.  

(1) First violation of public nuisances: Twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 

(2) Second violation of public nuisances: Fifty dollars ($50.00). 

(3) Third violation of public nuisances: Seventy-five dollars ($75.00). 

(4) Fourth violation or more: Two hundred dollars ($200.00). 

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VIII; Ord. of 11-6-00, § VIII) 

Sec. 5-39. - Dangerous dogs or potentially dangerous dogs: definitions and procedures.  
(a) The purpose of the dangerous dog rule is to protect persons and animals from unprovoked 

attacks from a dog or dogs that are dangerous or potentially dangerous.  

(b) As used in this section, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, and except as modified 
in subsection (b) of this section, the term:  

(1) "Dangerous dog" means a dog that: 

a. Without provocation has killed or inflicted severe injury on a person; or 

b. Is determined by the responsible authority designated by the board to be 
potentially dangerous because the dog has engaged in one (1) or more of the 
behaviors listed in subsection (2) of this subsection.  

c. Any dog owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting, or 
any dog trained for dog fighting.  

(2) "Potentially dangerous dog" means a dog that the responsible authority designated by 
the board determines to have:  

a. Inflicted severe injury on a person; or 

b. Killed or inflicted severe injury upon a domestic animal when not on the owner's or 
keeper's real property; or  

c. Approached a person when not on the owner's or keeper's property in a vicious or 
terrorizing manner in an apparent attitude of attack.  

(c) The provisions of this section do not apply to: 

(1) A dog being used by a law enforcement officer to carry out law enforcement duties; 

(2) A dog where the injury or damage inflicted by the dog was sustained by a domestic 
animal while the dog was working as a herding dog, or predator control dog on the 
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property of, or under the control of, its owner or keeper, and the damage or injury was 
to a species or type of domestic animal appropriate to the work of the dog; or  

(3) A dog where the injury inflicted by the dog was sustained by a person who, at the time 
of the injury, was committing a willful trespass or other tort, was tormenting, abusing, 
assaulting the dog, had tormented, abused or assaulted the dog, or was committing or 
attempting to commit a crime.  

(d) For the purpose of enforcing the dangerous or potentially dangerous dog rule, the board 
designates the health director, the environmental health supervisor or the animal control 
supervisor each as the responsible authority for declaring a dog to be a potentially 
dangerous dog or a dangerous dog. The board shall also designate a subcommittee of the 
board to hear any appeals. The health director shall have the authority to gather evidence 
and request hearings before the appellate board concerning dangerous or potentially 
dangerous dogs. The person making the determination that a dog is a potentially dangerous 
dog or a dangerous dog must notify the owner or keeper in writing, giving the reasons for the 
determination before the dog may be considered potentially dangerous or dangerous under 
this section. The owner or keeper may appeal the determination by filing written objections 
with the appellate board within three (3) days. The appellate board shall schedule a hearing 
within twenty (20) days of the filing of the objections. Any appeal from the final decision of 
such appellate board shall be taken to the superior court by filing notice of appeal and a 
petition for review within ten (10) days of the final decision of the appellate board. Appeals 
from rulings of the appellate board shall be heard de novo before a superior court judge 
sitting in Rowan County.  

(e) Any animal declared a dangerous dog or potentially dangerous dog is required to remain 
confined at the county animal shelter until such time as the owner constructs or makes 
available confinement facilities which are adjudged by county animal control officials to be 
secure and in keeping with all requirements.  

(f) Redemption fees and daily boarding fees at a rate established by the board shall continue to 
accrue each day the animal remains confined at the county animal shelter. All charges and 
fees are required to be satisfied before the animal can be released to its owner.  

(g) Minimum cage requirements for any animal declared as a dangerous dog or potentially 
dangerous dog are as follows:  

(1) Ten (10) feet × ten (10) feet × six (6) feet heavy gauge chain link fence. 

(2) Four-inch concrete slab. 

(3) Roof suitable to contain the dog. 

(4) Double pad lock. 

(5) "Beware of dog" signs posted on the lot. 

(h) Once the animal owner is notified that any animal has been declared to be a dangerous or 
potentially dangerous dog, the owner will have three (3) weeks to construct the dog lot and 
have it approved by the county animal control supervisor.  

(i) The dog must stay caged in accordance with the county animal control rules until all appeals 
are exhausted.  

(j) Precautions required against attacks by dangerous dogs or potentially dangerous dogs. 

(1) It is unlawful for an owner or keeper to: 

a. Leave a dangerous dog or potentially dangerous dog unattended on the owner's or 
keeper's real property unless the dog is confined in a securely enclosed and 
padlocked chain link pen, with a concrete bottom and a secure top, along with the 
posting of the premises with four (4) clearly visible warning signs adequate to 
inform the public, including children, of the presence of a dangerous dog, and 
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strategically placed on the property as designated by the health director or his 
designee.  

b. Permit a dangerous dog to go beyond the owner's or keeper's real property unless 
the dog is leashed and muzzled or is otherwise securely restrained and muzzled.  

c. Even in the presence of an owner or keeper or others, permit a dangerous or 
potentially dangerous dog on the owner's or keeper's property, not confined in a 
secured enclosure, to be without a muzzle.  

(2) If the owner or keeper of the dangerous dog transfers ownership or possession of the 
dog to another person as identified in G.S. 12-2(6), the owner or keeper shall provide 
written notice to:  

a. The authority that made the determination under this section stating the name and 
address of the new owner or possessor of the dog; and  

b. The person taking ownership or possession of the dog, specifying the dog's 
dangerous behavior and the authority's determination.  

(3) Violation of this section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed five 
hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) days or both.  

(k) The owner or keeper of a dangerous dog shall be strictly liable in civil damages for any 
injuries or property damage the dog inflicts upon a person, his/her property, or another 
animal.  

(l) Penalties. 

(1) The owner or keeper of a dangerous dog that attacks a person and causes physical 
injuries requiring medical treatment in excess of one hundred dollars ($100.00) shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), 
imprisonment up to two (2) years, or both.  

(2) The fee for failure to comply with this section 5-39 is five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IX; Ord. of 11-6-00, § IX) 

Sec. 5-40. - Registration of exotic and dangerous exotic animals.  
(a) Exotic and dangerous animals constitute a potential risk to public health and safety. Fully 

effective rabies vaccines are not available at this time for exotic mammals. In order to more 
adequately protect the public from rabies, animal control officers must be aware of the 
location of these animals. Exotic and dangerous exotic animals constitute a potential risk to 
public health and safety due to the possibility of human injury or death resulting from attacks 
by such animals.  

(b) Dangerous exotic animal; registration. Owners or keepers of exotic and/or dangerous exotic 
animals as property or pets shall register each animal with the health director or his 
designee. No fee shall be charged for this registration. Any person who brings a dangerous 
exotic animal into this county for a period exceeding twenty-four (24) hours shall register the 
animal within one (1) business day.  

(c) Dangerous exotic animal; federal and state permits required. Every owner of an exotic 
and/or dangerous exotic animal shall be subject to the following requirements:  

(1) Permits required. No owner or keeper may possess a dangerous exotic animal in the 
county without first obtaining all permits required by the federal government, the state 
and the registration requirements by the board.  

(2) Application. An owner of a dangerous exotic animal must complete a registration 
application, which shall be supplied by the board. The application, once completed, 
shall contain the following information:  
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a. Name, address and telephone number of the applicant. 

b. A description of the animal, including species, sex and body weight. 

c. The address of the premises where the animal will be kept. 

d. Proof of the applicant's ability to respond in damages for bodily injury or death of 
any person or for damages to property owned by another person which may result 
from the ownership, keeping or maintenance of such animal. Proof of ability to 
respond in damages shall be given by filing with the health director a certificate of 
insurance from an insurance company authorized to do business in the state, 
stating that the applicant is insured by a policy with a minimum coverage of one 
million dollars ($1,000,000.00) per claim to compensate persons for personal injury 
and property damage. In lieu of insurance the owner may post with the health 
director a surety bond in the same amounts conditioned upon payment of such 
damages. Such certificate of insurance or bond shall provide that no cancellation 
of the insurance or bond will be made unless ten (10) days' written notice is first 
given to the health director.  

e. Copies of all federal and state permits and licenses required for such animal. 

(3) Penalty. The fee for failure to register exotic or dangerous exotic animal(s) with county 
animal shelter is twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per animal.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § X; Ord. of 11-6-00, § X) 

Sec. 5-41. - Cruelty to animals/animal abandonment.  
(a) All animals shall be kept and treated under sanitary and humane conditions and failure of the 

owner or keeper of the animal to abide by the following provisions shall be subject to the 
penalties described in subsection (c) listed below:  

(1) All animals in the possession of any person shall be provided proper and adequate food 
and water. All animals, unless otherwise indicated in this chapter, shall be given at 
suitable intervals, not to exceed twenty-four (24) hours, a quantity of wholesome food 
suitable for the species and age, sufficient to maintain a healthful level of nutrition. All 
animals shall have access to a supply of clean, fresh water.  

(2) All animals shall be kept in a clean area and provided adequate shelter which consists 
of an enclosure of at least three (3) sides and a roof. The enclosure shall be ventilated 
and must have sufficient room for the animal(s) to move around freely and to lie down 
comfortably. The following shall not constitute adequate shelter:  

a. Underneath outside steps, decks and stoops; 

b. Inside vehicles during the summer; 

c. Inside metal barrels placed in direct sunlight during the summer; 

d. Inside cardboard boxes. 

(3) All owners or keepers of animals shall provide proper medical attention for sick, 
diseased, or injured animals. A sick animal shall go no longer than twenty-four (24) 
hours without veterinary care.  

(b) No person shall beat, torment, overload, overwork, tease, molest or bait an animal as 
defined in section 5-41. No person shall shoot a dog, either on or off the owner's property, 
unless the dog is in the act of attacking a human being, livestock or poultry. No person shall 
trap a dog or cat without the permission of the county animal control supervisor. By way of 
example and not limitation, the following acts or conditions shall constitute prima facie 
evidence of animal cruelty:  

(1) Animals that have not been fed or watered adequately; 
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(2) Allowing animals to live in unsanitary and crowded conditions, and allowing animals to 
be exposed to extreme damp, hot or cold weather without shelter;  

(3) Failure or refusal of an owner to obtain medical treatment for an animal when in an 
animal control officer's opinion such treatment is needed;  

(4) A collar, rope or chain embedded in or causing injury to an animal's neck; 

(5) Causing, permitting or instigating any dog fight, cock fight, bull fight or other illegal 
contest or combat between animals or animals and humans;  

(6) Exposing any known poisonous substance or mix a poisonous substance with food so 
that it will likely be eaten by any animal. This does not include acts or attempts of 
persons to rid their own property of rats or any other acts permitted by the state wildlife 
department;  

(7) Anyone leaving an animal in a closed car, truck or other vehicle for such duration or at 
temperatures as an animal control officer in his/her sole discretion, deems harmful or 
potentially harmful to the animal. No person shall carry or cause to be carried in or upon 
any vehicle or other conveyance any animal in a cruel or inhumane manner;  

(8) Turning loose or discarding any animal with the intent of abandoning such animal. 

(c) Penalty. Failure to comply with section 5-41 will result in a fine for cruelty to animals.  

Per event per animal .....$100.00  

Abandonment of animal .....75.00  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XI; Ord. of 11-6-00, § XI) 

Sec. 5-42. - Luring, enticing, seizing, molesting, or teasing an animal.  
(a) It shall be unlawful to seize any animal by luring or enticing that animal off its owner's or 

keeper's property.  

(b) It shall be unlawful to seize, molest or tease any animal belonging to another person or 
which is legally held or controlled by another person or while the animal is on the property of 
its owner or keeper.  

(c) An animal control officer of the county may not set an animal trap within fifty (50) yards of the 
animal owner's property without first notifying the owner that his/her animal has been in 
violation.  

(d) Any animal that follows an animal control officer off the owner's property may not be 
impounded without first notifying the owner that the animal is in violation.  

(e) Nothing in this section shall prevent authorized animal control personnel or other designated 
and approved groups / agencies registered under Section 5-112 from humanely trapping 
animals for the purpose of enforcing these rules. 

(f) Anyone caught luring, enticing, seizing, molesting or teasing an animal illegally will be fined 
fifty dollars ($50.00) per event per animal.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(1); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(1)) 

Sec. 5-43. - Destruction of wounded, diseased, or unweaned animals.  
Any animal seized or impounded by a county animal control officer(s), which is badly 

wounded, diseased, not weaned, is not a rabies suspect and has no identification, may be 
euthanized immediately in a humane manner. If the animal has identification, the animal control 
officer shall attempt to notify the owner or keeper before disposing of the animal. If the owner or 
keeper cannot be reached readily and the animal is suffering, the health director or his designee 
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may destroy the animal at his/her discretion in a humane manner. Badly wounded or diseased 
animals brought in by their owners will be euthanized at the owner's request and with a signed 
release form.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(2); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(2)) 

Sec. 5-44. - Destruction of animals which cannot be seized by reasonable means.  
(a) The health director or his designee is authorized to destroy animals which cannot be seized 

by reasonable means, under the following conditions:  

(1) A dangerous dog, a rabid animal, an animal suspected of having rabies, an animal 
biting humans or other animals, or seriously threatening humans or animals, or killing or 
injuring livestock, may be considered a serious and immediate threat by the health 
director.  

(2) An animal at large which constitutes a serious and immediate threat to the public or 
other domesticated animals and cannot be captured by reasonable means, may be 
destroyed by order of the health director in a reasonable and safe manner.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(3); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(3)) 

Sec. 5-45. - Injuring or killing of animals, notice required.  
(a) At large animals are often involved in animal biting humans cases. It is necessary to observe 

these animals for ten (10) days, in confinement, in order to determine if they have rabies, for 
the protection of the victim and the public. The injured or killed animal may be the one 
sought after in a bite case and never be located if it is killed or injured and no report is made.  

(b) Any person injuring or killing a dog, cat or dangerous exotic animal, accidentally or 
intentionally, shall immediately notify the owner or keeper of the animal or the animal shelter.  

(c) Any person that intentionally kills or injures an animal will be fined fifty dollars ($50.00) per 
animal per event.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(4); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(4)) 

Sec. 5-46. - Miscellaneous concerns.  
(a) All keepers or owners of animals that die, from any cause, shall bury the dead animal to a 

depth of at least three (3) feet beneath the surface of the ground on his leased or owned 
property. No animal shall be buried within three hundred (300) feet of any flowing stream or 
public body of water. In the alternative, the animal shall be disposed of in a manner 
approved by the health director or the animal control supervisor. In any event, all dead 
animals shall be disposed of within twenty-four (24) hours after knowledge of the death.  

(b) All persons who injure or kill a domesticated animal by running over, into or otherwise 
coming in contact with such an animal with an automobile, motorcycle, bicycle or other 
vehicle shall notify the owner of the animal immediately. If the owner is not known the person 
who injured or killed the animal shall immediately notify the animal control supervisor or the 
police department if the injury or death occurred in the city. If the injury or death occurred in 
the county, the owner should notify the sheriff's office. An owner or lessee of real property 
who finds an injured or suffering domesticated animal on his property shall report the same 
to animal control as soon as the animal is discovered on the real property.  

(c) No live animal shall be given away, raffled or offered as a prize, premium of advertising 
device for or at an inducement to enter any contest, game or other competition involving skill 
or chance.  
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(d) Animal control shall have the authority to inspect public exhibits of animals which are part of 
fairs, carnivals, festivals, fundraising events, petting zoos and any other activity or function 
carried on in the county. Animal control shall have the authority to close down any exhibit, 
function or activity if it is determined that the animals are being cruelly treated or animals run 
the risk of causing injury or harm to the public or to themselves.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(4); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(4)) 

Sec. 5-47. - Citations and penalties for violations.  
(a) The health director or his designee is hereby empowered to issue civil citations to any 

person if there is probable cause to believe that such person has violated any of the 
provisions of these rules.  

(1) Citations so issued may be served in person upon the violator by the health director or 
his designee, or the citation may be mailed by registered or certified mail, return receipt 
requested or by other means reasonably calculated to give actual notice.  

(2) Any citation so served or mailed shall describe the violation with reasonable particularity 
and shall state the time period within which the alleged violator shall make payment of 
the fine and shall specifically warn that failure to pay such fine shall result in an 
additional civil action as hereinafter set forth.  

(3) If payment is not received within the time limits specified in the citation or if other 
equitable settlement has not otherwise been made, the health director or his designee 
may thereupon institute a civil action in the appropriate division of the general courts of 
justice for recovery of the penalties prescribed by these rules. Such civil action must be 
filed within three (3) years of the date that the civil citation was served on the violator.  

(4) All citation forms shall be serially numbered in triplicate, and all records with respect to 
the citation forms and the disposition of the same shall be maintained so that all such 
forms shall be capable of an immediate accounting.  

(b) Any person who shall violate the provisions of these rules as adopted by the board shall be 
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor as set forth in G.S. 130A-25.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XIII; Ord. of 11-6-00, § XIII) 

Secs. 5-48—5-70. - Reserved.  
DIVISION 2. - COMPLIANCE WITH STATE RABIES LAWS  
 
Sec. 5-71. - Supplemental to state laws.  
(a) It shall be unlawful for any animal owner, keeper or other person to fail to comply with all 

applicable state laws pertaining to the control of rabies.  

(b) It is the purpose of these rules to supplement the state laws by providing a procedure for the 
enforcement of state laws relating to rabies control, in addition to the criminal penalties 
provided by state law.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV; Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV) 

Sec. 5-72. - Vaccination of dogs and cats.  
(a) It shall be unlawful for an owner or keeper to fail to provide a current vaccination against 

rabies (hydrophobia) for any dog or cat four (4) months of age or older. Should it be deemed 
necessary, by the health director or the board, that other domestic animals be vaccinated in 
order to prevent or control a threatened epizootic or epidemic or to control an existing 
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epizootic, it shall be unlawful for an owner or keeper to fail to provide current vaccination 
against rabies for any such animal.  

(b) A rabies vaccination shall be deemed current if administered according to the most recent 
state department of health and human services recommendations, and an approved rabies 
vaccine must be utilized.  

(c) All rabies vaccines shall be administered by a person authorized to do so in accordance with 
state law.  

(d) The health director can authorize a canvass of the county to determine if there are any dogs 
or cats not wearing the required vaccination tag. If a dog or cat is found not wearing the 
required rabies vaccination tag, the animal control officer shall check to see if the owner's or 
keeper's identification can be found on the animal. If the animal control officer does not know 
whom the owner or keeper is, the animal control officer may impound the animal.  

(e) Rabies vaccinations are not approved for exotic animals, except as authorized by the state 
public health veterinarian.  

(f) Penalty. Failure to comply with the requirements in subsection (a) shall result in a fine of one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) for each offense.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(1); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(1)) 

Sec. 5-73. - Vaccination tag and certificate.  
(a) Upon compliance with the provisions of division 2 of this article, the owner or keeper of the 

vaccinated dog or cat shall be issued a rabies tag, containing the words "North Carolina" or 
the initials "N.C." and stamped with a number and the year for which issued, and a rabies 
vaccination certificate.  

(b) It shall be unlawful for any dog or cat owner or keeper to fail to provide the dog or cat with a 
collar or harness to which a current rabies tag issued under this section is securely attached 
or an implanted microchip that allows for animal control to determine the vaccination is 
current. The collar or harness, with attached tag or an implanted microchip that allows for 
animal control to determine that the vaccination is current must be present at all times.  

(c) In addition to all other penalties as prescribed by law, a dog or cat is subject to impoundment 
in accordance with the provisions of these rules if the dog or cat is found not to be wearing a 
currently valid rabies tag.  

(d) It shall be unlawful for any person to use, for any animal, a rabies vaccination tag issued for 
another animal.  

(e) Failure to comply with the requirements in subsection (b) shall result in a fine of twenty-five 
dollars ($25.00) for each offense.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(2); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(2)) 

Sec. 5-74. - Notice to health director when person bitten; confinement of animal.  
(a) When a person has been bitten by an animal having rabies or suspected of having rabies, it 

shall be the duty of such person, or his/her parent or guardian if such person is a minor, and 
the person owning such animal or having the same in his/her possession or under his/her 
control, to notify the health director or the animal shelter immediately and give their names 
and addresses; and the owner or the keeper or person having such animal in his/her 
possession or under his/her control shall immediately and securely confine it for ten (10) 
days at the expense of the owner in such place as may be designated by the health director. 
Exotic animals shall be confined for a period to be determined by the state public health 
veterinarian or surrendered for rabies examination if required by the state public health 
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veterinarian. It shall be the duty of every physician, after his/her professional attendance 
upon a person bitten by any animal having rabies, or suspected of having rabies to report to 
the health director the name, age, and sex of the person so bitten, and the precise location 
of the bite wound, within twenty-four (24) hours after having first knowledge that the person 
was bitten.  

(b) If the owner of, or a person who has in his/her possession or under his/her control, an animal 
having rabies or suspected of having rabies refuses to confine the animal as required by 
these rules and G.S. 130A-197, the health director may order seizure of the animal and its 
confinement for ten (10) days in such a place as the health director shall designate.  

(c) Law enforcement agencies investigating animal bites shall report such bites immediately to 
the health director and give the names and addresses of person bitten and of the owner or 
keeper of such animal.  

(d) Animals confined, pursuant to this section, shall not be released from confinement except by 
permission of the health director.  

(e) Animals confined, pursuant to this section, shall be confined at the expense of the owner or 
keeper.  

(f) In the case of an animal whose owner or keeper is not known, the animal shall be kept at the 
animal shelter for the supervised confinement period required by these rules. Exotic animals 
shall be kept at a secure location not accessible to the public. Confinement arrangements 
shall be approved by the health director or his designee. Staff access to the animal shall be 
limited to the minimum number reasonably required to provide adequate care.  

(g) Badly wounded, diseased, or suffering animals which, are suspected of having rabies, may 
be humanely destroyed immediately and the head forwarded to the state department of 
health and human services for examination.  

(h) Any dog or cat confined for observation of rabies shall be confined in a secure enclosure 
which shall be: A padlocked pen of sufficient strength to contain the animal, with a concrete 
bottom and a secured top, or a locked home or locked outbuilding with a concrete bottom 
and secure windows or no windows. Any requests for home confinements shall be approved 
at the discretion of the health director, animal control supervisor or environmental health 
supervisor.  

(i) Penalties. 

(1) Failure to report a bite when a person is bitten by an animal (subsection (a)) shall result 
in a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00).  

(2) Failure to confine or give up for confinement an animal that has bitten (subsection (b)) 
shall result in a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(3); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(3)) 

Sec. 5-75. - Destruction or confinement of animal bitten by a known rabid animal.  
(a) Required. Animals not vaccinated against rabies and are bitten by a known rabid animal or 

an animal suspected of having rabies that is not available for diagnosis, shall be immediately 
destroyed unless the owner or keeper agrees to strict isolation of the animal at a veterinary 
hospital for the period of six (6) months at the owner's expense. If the animal has a current 
rabies vaccination, it shall be re-vaccinated at the expense of the owner or keeper and 
returned to the owner or keeper.  

(b) Area-wide emergency quarantine.  

(1) When reports indicate a positive diagnosis of rabies to the extent the lives of persons 
and animals are endangered, the health director may declare an area-wide quarantine 
for such a period as he/she deems necessary. Upon invoking of such emergency 
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quarantine, no dog or cat may be taken or shipped from the county without written 
permission of the health director. During such quarantine, the health director and law 
enforcement officers may seize and impound at large dogs and cats in the county. 
During the quarantine, the health director shall be empowered to provide for a program 
of mass immunization for rabies by the establishment of temporary emergency rabies 
vaccination facilities. No animal that has been impounded as a stray, unclaimed by its 
owner or keeper, shall be allowed to be adopted during the period of emergency.  

(2) In the event there are additional positive cases of rabies occurring during the period of 
quarantine, the quarantine may be extended at the discretion of the health director.  

(c) Post mortem diagnosis.  

(1) If an animal dies while under observation for rabies, the head of such animal shall be 
submitted to the health department for shipment to the laboratory section of the state 
department of health and human services for rabies diagnosis.  

(2) The carcass of any animal suspected of dying of rabies shall be processed in the same 
manner as an animal that died under observation.  

(d) Penalties.  

(1) Failure to comply with destruction or confinement of animal bitten by a known rabid 
animal (subsection (a)) shall result in a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(2) Failure to comply with wide area emergency quarantine (subsection (b)(1)) shall result 
in a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(4); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(4)) 

Sec. 5-76. - Unlawful killing or releasing of certain animals.  
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to kill or release any animal under observation for rabies, 

or any animal under observation for biting a human or another animal, or to remove such 
animal from the county without written permission from the health director. The health 
director may authorize any animal to be euthanized for rabies diagnosis.  

(b) Failure to comply with subsection (a) shall result in a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(5); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(5)) 

Sec. 5-77. - Failure to surrender animal for confinement or destruction.  
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to surrender any animal for confinement or 

destruction as required by these rules, when required by the health director.  

(b) Failure to comply with subsection (a) shall result in a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(6); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(6)) 

Secs. 5-78—5-100. - Reserved.  
DIVISION 3. - IMPOUNDMENT  
 
Sec. 5-101. - Authorized; duration; records required.  
(a) Any dog/cat/animal which appears to be lost, stray or unwanted, or not wearing a currently 

valid rabies vaccination tag, as required by state law and these rules, or not under restraint 
in violation of these rules, may be seized, impounded, and confined in a humane manner in 
an animal shelter.  
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(b) The duration of the impoundment of these dogs/cats/animals may be established by the 
health director or his/her designee, but the duration of the impoundment shall not be less 
than seventy-two (72) hours. During the impoundment period, an animal control officer shall 
make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or keeper of the dog/cat/animal. If the 
dog/cat/animal is not reclaimed by its owner or keeper during the impoundment period, the 
animal shall be disposed of in the following manner:  

(1) Returned to the owner or keeper; 

(2) Adopted as a pet by a new owner; 

(3) Or euthanized by a procedure approved by the American Veterinary Medical 
Association, the Humane Society of the United States or the American Humane 
Association.  

(c) The animal shelter shall maintain a record of all dogs/cats/animals impounded under this 
section; which shall include the date of impoundment, the length of impoundment, the 
method of disposal of the dog/cat/animal and the name of the person or institution to whom 
any dog/cat/animal has been released.  

(d) Impoundment of such dogs/cats/animals shall not relieve the owner or keeper thereof from 
any penalty: which may be imposed for violations of these rules.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI; Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI) 

Sec. 5-102. - Notice to owner or keeper of dogs or cats.  
Upon impoundment of a dog or cat, notice of such impoundment shall be posted at the 

animal shelter until the dog or cat shall be disposed of as hereinafter provided, which shall be a 
minimum of seventy-two (72) hours, beginning with the time the animal enters the animal shelter. 
Reasonable effort shall be made to identify the owner or keeper and to inform him/her of the 
requirements for redeeming the dog or cat. Notice may be by telephone or by written notice 
mailed by regular mail to the owner or keeper when the identity and address are known or 
obtained. The seventy-two-hour holding period will not include Saturdays, Sundays or holidays.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(1); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(1)) 

Sec. 5-103. - Redemption by owner or keeper of dogs and cats.  
(a) The owner or keeper of an animal impounded under these rules, except those animals 

suspected of being rabid, may redeem the animal within three (3) days following the 
impoundment date. If the owner is known and notified and does not redeem the animal 
within three (3) days, not including Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, the animal may be 
processed under these rules. All applicable fees concerning redemption shall be paid as a 
condition of redemption by the owner or keeper.  

(b) No owner or keeper may be permitted to adopt his/her own animal under these rules. Such 
owner or keeper must comply with section 5-104 in order to redeem an animal that has been 
impounded pursuant to state law and these rules.  

(c) The rules of this section shall have no application with respect to animals surrendered by the 
owner or keeper to the health department for immediate adoption or destruction as provided 
for in section 5-106(a).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(2); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(2)) 

Sec. 5-104. - Procedure with respect to redemption or adoption of dogs or cats.  
(a) All dogs or cats adopted from or redeemed from the animal shelter must have a rabies 

vaccination, unless written proof of a current rabies vaccination can be furnished. Every 
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person who adopts or redeems a dog or cat must make a deposit at the animal shelter 
toward the cost of a rabies vaccination. Upon making the deposit, the person will be given a 
receipt for the deposited amount. The person may then take the dog or cat to any 
veterinarian in the county, have the dog or cat vaccinated and present the receipt to the 
veterinarian. The amount deposited and shown on the receipt shall be counted toward the 
cost of the vaccination. The person must then supply the animal shelter with written proof of 
vaccination from the veterinarian. The time limit for dogs and cats over four (4) months of 
age will be three (3) days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. For those animals 
under the age of four (4) months, the time limit will vary according to their age.  

(b) All dogs and cats, which are to be adopted from the animal shelter, must be spayed or 
neutered. Any person wishing to adopt a dog or cat is subjected to these rules and shall sign 
all necessary documents concerning the adoption. The applicant shall agree not to hold the 
county or the animal shelter responsible for any claims related to or resulting from the 
adoption of an animal and shall:  

(1) Pay a deposit established by the health department and county for the veterinarian who 
performs the spay/neuter within the time frame spelled out in subsection (3) listed 
below.  

(2) Take the dog or cat to any veterinarian in the county for the spay/neuter treatment. 

(3) The time limit to complete spay/neuter for dogs or cats over four (4) months of age shall 
be thirty (30) days or at the discretion of the veterinarian.  

(4) Any adoption of a dog or cat that dies of natural causes within thirty (30) days of the 
adoption date, may be replaced for any dog or cat chosen by the adopter that is the 
property of the animal shelter and deemed suitable for adoption. If the adopter 
requests, the original adoption/neuter/vaccination fee will be refunded.  

(5) An adopted dog or cat may be exempt from this provision if the owner furnishes a 
statement from a licensed veterinarian that the animal, due to health reasons, could not 
withstand spay/neuter surgery.  

(6) A dog or cat known to have bitten a human or known to have killed livestock shall not 
be offered for adoption, nor shall a known fighting dog be offered for adoption.  

(7) Sick or injured dogs or cats shall not be offered for adoption. 

(8) Aggressive dogs or cats shall not be offered for adoption. 

(c) Adoption of dangerous exotic animals is restricted to persons licensed to keep such animals 
by the United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(USDA-APHIS). The dangerous exotic classification of an animal shall be disclosed in writing 
to a prospective adopter prior to adoption of such animal.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(3); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(3)) 

Sec. 5-105. - Destruction or adoption of unredeemed dog or cat.  
(a) If an impounded dog or cat is not redeemed by the owner or keeper within the period 

prescribed in section 5-103(a), it may be destroyed in a humane manner or shall become the 
property of the county animal shelter and offered for adoption under the requirements of 
section 5-104.  

(b) No animal which has been impounded by reason of its being a stray, unclaimed by its owner 
or keeper, shall be allowed to be adopted from the animal shelter during a period of 
emergency rabies quarantine.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(4); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(4)) 
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Sec. 5-106. - Immediate placement for adoption or destruction of owner surrendered dogs 
or cats.  
(a) Any dog or cat surrendered by its owner or keeper to an animal control officer may be 

immediately placed for adoption or humanely euthanized by a procedure approved by the 
American Veterinary Medical Association, the Humane Society of the United States or of the 
American Humane Association when:  

(1) The owner or keeper directs in writing that the dog or cat be placed for adoption or 
humanely destroyed; and  

(2) The owner or keeper affirmatively represents in writing that he/she is in fact the legal 
owner or keeper of the dog or cat; and that the dog or cat has not bitten a person within 
the past ten (10) days or, in the case of exotic animals, a period to be determined by 
the state public health veterinarian; and  

(3) The owner or keeper agrees that he/she will indemnify and hold the county, including 
the health department, harmless from any loss or damage it may sustain, including 
attorney's fees, by reason of destruction or placement for adoption of the dog or cat; 
and  

(4) The owner or keeper transfers ownership or custody of the dog or cat to the health 
department and releases the health department from any future claims with respect to 
the dog or cat.  

(b) Upon receiving said assurances, the health department may rely on the same and place the 
dog or cat for adoption, or euthanize the dog or cat by accepted standards. The waiting 
period provided in section 5-102 shall not apply to this section.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(5); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(5)) 

Sec. 5-107. - Notice to owner or keeper of other animals and exotic animals.  
Upon impoundment of an other animal(s), notice of such impoundment shall be posted at the 

animal shelter until the other animal(s) shall be disposed of as hereinafter provided, which shall 
be a minimum of seventy-two (72) hours, beginning with the time the animal enters the animal 
shelter. Reasonable effort shall be made to identify the owner or keeper and to inform him/her of 
the requirements for redeeming the other animal(s). Notice may be by telephone or by written 
notice mailed by regular mail to the owner or keeper when the identity and address are known or 
obtained. The seventy-two-hour holding period will not include Saturdays, Sundays or holidays.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(6); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(6)) 

Sec. 5-108. - Redemption by owner or keeper of other animals and exotic animals.  
(a) The owner or keeper of an other animals impounded under these rules, except those 

animals suspected of being rabid, may redeem the animal within three (3) days following the 
impoundment date. If the owner is known and is notified in writing or by telephone and does 
not redeem the animal within three (3) days, not including Saturdays, Sundays, and 
holidays, the animal may be processed under these rules. All applicable fees concerning 
redemption shall be paid as a condition of redemption by the owner or keeper.  

(b) No owner or keeper may be permitted to adopt his/her own animal under these rules. Such 
owner or keeper must comply with section 5-109 in order to redeem an animal that has been 
impounded pursuant to state law and these rules.  

(c) The rules of this section shall have no application with respect to animals surrendered by the 
owner or keeper to the health department for immediate adoption or destruction as provided 
for in section 5-111(a).  
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(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(7); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(7)) 

Sec. 5-109. - Procedure with respect to redemption or adoption of other animals and 
exotic animals.  
(a) Any person wishing to adopt another animal is subjected to these rules and shall sign all 

necessary documents concerning the adoption. The applicant shall agree not to hold the 
county or the animal shelter responsible for any claims related to or resulting from the 
adoption of an animal and shall:  

(1) Pay the appropriate administrative fee for adoption. 

(2) Any adopted animal that dies of natural causes within thirty (30) days of the adoption 
date, may be replaced by a similar animal if available or any dog or cat chosen by the 
adopter that is the property of the animal shelter and deemed suitable for adoption. The 
appropriate vaccination and spay/neuter fees will have to be paid prior to the adoption 
of a dog or cat. If the adopter requests, the original adoption/neuter/vaccination fee will 
be refunded.  

(3) An adopted animal or dog or cat may be exempt from this provision if the owner/adopter 
furnishes a statement from a licensed veterinarian that the animal, due to health 
reasons, could not withstand spay/neuter surgery.  

(4) An animal known to have bitten a human or known to have killed livestock shall not be 
offered for adoption, nor shall a known fighting cock be offered for adoption.  

(5) Sick or injured animals shall not be offered for adoption. 

(6) Aggressive animals shall not be offered for adoption. 

(b) Adoption or redemption of exotic or dangerous exotic animals is restricted to persons 
licensed to keep such animals by the United States Department of Agriculture or the Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA-APHIS).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(8); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(8)) 

Sec. 5-110. - Destruction or adoption of unredeemed other animals or exotic animals.  
(a) If an impounded animal is not redeemed by the owner or keeper within the period prescribed 

in section 5-108(a), it may be destroyed in a humane manner or shall become the property 
of the county animal shelter and offered for adoption under the requirements of section 5-
109(a).  

(b) No animal which has been impounded by reason of its being a stray or unclaimed by its 
owner or keeper, shall be allowed to be adopted from the animal shelter during a period of 
emergency rabies quarantine.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(9); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(9)) 

Sec. 5-111. - Immediate placement for adoption or destruction of owner surrendered 
other animals or exotic animals.  
(a) Any animal surrendered by its owner or keeper to an animal control officer may be 

immediately placed for adoption (exception exotic or dangerous exotics) or humanely 
euthanized by accepted standards when:  

(1) The owner or keeper directs in writing that the animal be placed for adoption or 
humanely destroyed; and  

(2) The owner or keeper affirmatively represents in writing that he/she is in fact the legal 
owner or keeper of the animal; and that the animal has not bitten a person within the 

 24 



past ten (10) days or, in the case of exotic animals, a period to be determined by the 
state public health veterinarian; and  

(3) The owner or keeper agrees that he/she will indemnify and hold the county, including 
the health department, harmless from any loss or damage it may sustain, including 
attorney's fees, by reason of destruction or placement for adoption of the animal; and  

(4) The owner or keeper transfers ownership or custody of the animal to the health 
department and releases the health department from any future claims with respect to 
the animal.  

(b) Upon receiving said assurances, the health department may rely on the same and place the 
animal for adoption, or destroy the animal, as it sees fit. The waiting period provided in 
section 5-102 shall not apply to this section.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(10); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(10)) 

Sec. 5-112.  Community Cats. 

(a) Organizations or individuals  that engage in Trap-Neuter-Return are required to 
register through a sponsoring organization approved by the Animal Control 
Director.  Organizations performing or supporting Trap-Neuter-Return in Rowan 
County shall identify and nominate a community cat sponsoring organization, 
which shall be recognized by the Rowan County Animal Control Director. 

(b) The Community cat sponsoring program shall make available to the public 
information about the Trap-Neuter-Return and feral cats, shall attempt to notify 
the appropriate community cat caregiver when notified by the Animal Control 
Director about an impounded eartipped cat, and shall provide a single point of 
contact to the Animal Control Director for the coordination of Trap-Neuter-
Return, calls about at large cats, and calls about complaints related to community 
cats. 

(c) Responsibilities of the community cat caregiver: 
1. Cats must be trapped using human trapping techniques. 
2. Cats must be assessed by a veterinarian and deemed 

healthy at the time of spay/neuter surgery; 
3. Cats must be spayed or neutered; 
4. Cast must be vaccinated for rabies and FVRCP (Feline 

Viral Rhinotracheitis Calicivirus, and Panleukopenia); 
5. Cats must be eartipped and microchipped.  
6. Cat bites must be reported to Rowan County Animal 

Control. 
(d) Responsibilities of Rowan County Animal Control: 

1. Persons that contact Rowan County Animal Control about 
stray or community cats shall be provided information 
about Trap-Neuter-Return and referred to the community 
cat sponsoring organization. 

2. When a person contacts Rowan County Animal Control 
with a complaint about an eartipped community cat, county 
staff will contact the community cat sponsoring 
organization for assistance in resolving the complaint.  
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5. PUBLIC HEARING FOR CDBG CLOSEOUT 
Planning Director Ed Muire informed the Board the 2011 Community 
Development Block Grant / Scattered Site Housing Program (CDBG) had been 
closed.  Mr. Muire stated the purpose of the public hearing was to receive 
comment on the administration performance of the CDBG program.  As a 
reminder, Mr. Muire said each month he and the Manager had sent reminders to 
the Board concerning activities occurring with the program.  Mr. Muire reported 
the public hearing was a formality and a program requirement.    
 
Mr. Muire recommended the Board authorize the Chairman to sign the Closeout 
Performance Report and Certificate of Completion and any related or necessary 
documentation to close out the program.  
 
Chairman Edds opened the public hearing to entertain comments from any 
citizens wishing to address the Board.  With no one coming forward, Chairman 
Edds closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Greene moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the Closeout 
Performance Report and Certificate of Completion and any other related 
documents.  Commissioner Klusman seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
6.  PRESENTATION OF CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS FOR AIRORT 
ADDITION 
County Manager Aaron Church referred to the construction documents in the 
agenda packet, which he stated had changed slightly since the packet was put 
together. 
 
Bill Burgin with Ramsay Burgin and Smith Architects came forward to present the 
drawings for the addition to the Rowan County Airport (Airport).  Mr. Burgin said 
the project was ready to be put out to bid and everything was 100% finished 
except for the civil and structural which is expected on Friday.  The plan, 
according to Mr. Burgin, is to take Monday to do the last coordination and on 
Tuesday put out to bidders.  Mr. Burgin said that would put the project on track to 
bid on October 8th.  Mr. Burgin went on to mention the minor changes that were 
made to keep project within budget and said the addition was in good shape and 
ready to go. 
 
Commissioner Pierce inquired about the location of the HAZMAT shower and Mr. 
Burgin confirmed the shower was located inside the hangar.   
 
Commissioner Klusman moved to approve the plans as presented by Mr. Burgin.    
Commissioner Pierce seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
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7.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF CONTRACT TO DESIGN NEW HANGAR 
County Manager Aaron Church discussed the work authorization in the agenda 
packet, which piggybacked off of a master contract with Talbert, Bright & 
Ellington.  The projected price of the new hangar with contingency, site cost, 
engineering, and architectural drawings was $1.9 million.  Mr. Church went on to 
state an additional $140,000 may be needed for the ramp listed on page 4.   Mr. 
Church said $1.8 million was put into the airport fund for the office expansion and 
the additional hangar; however, the cost of the office expansion would not be 
known until October 8th when bids were opened.   Mr. Church said after 
subtracting the office expansion from the $1.8 million, the amount left for the 
hangar would be approximately $900,000 to $1.2 million.  By approving the 
contract, Mr. Church said the County would be spending $214,000 in the airport 
budget for the design, environmental and site work.  Mr. Church said he would 
recommend a budget amendment before going out to bid to get the contract in 
hand.  Mr. Church said there was currently not enough money in the airport 
budget to complete the project.   
 
Commissioner Pierce asked if funds would be taken from the general fund since 
there were not enough funds in the budget.  Mr. Church said the decision would 
be up to the Board.   
 
Commissioner Klusman stated the total estimated cost would be over $2 million 
and she felt the citizens of the County would think that was a lot of money.  
Commissioner Klusman asked what types of estimates there were for revenue.   
 
Mr. Church responded there were no estimates for revenue except for interest 
expressed in relocation of planes to Rowan.  Mr. Church said the actual tax base 
for the planes was the more pertinent fact.   
 
Thad Howell, Airport Director, said he was currently speaking with individuals 
wanting to locate three (3) airplanes in the new hangar.  Mr. Howell estimated the 
property tax value that would go into the hangar at completion at $10 million.  
There would still be space left, according to Mr. Howell, for other aircraft.   
 
In response to a question about the estimated fuel sales, Mr. Howell responded 
these types of planes burn a tremendous amount of fuel so there would definitely 
be an increase in fuel sales.   
 
Commissioner Klusman said the reason for her questions was to try to explain to 
the citizens why the money should be spent on the project as opposed to funding 
for teachers.   
 
Chairman Edds said the discussions on the new existing hangar began in 2011 
and the hangar became occupied in 2014.  Chairman Edds said there was no 
more space and the Board was planning for the future.   
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Commissioner Pierce emphasized the fact the hangar would be a one-time 
expenditure that would be revenue producing for the next thirty-five (35) to forty 
(40) years.  Commissioner Pierce said the investment was in infrastructure to 
make the County a better place for businesses to locate and was also revenue 
producing.  Commissioner Pierce reiterated the fact that money was being put 
into the County that was long overdue.   
 
Commissioner Greene questioned the rental rate for space in the current hangar 
with Mr. Howell responding the range was between $450 up to $800 per month.  
Commissioner Greene said the plans called for six (6) spaces in the new hangar 
which would roughly equate to $3600 per month in income.     
 
Commissioner Klusman moved, Commissioner Pierce seconded and the motion 
to approve the contract to design a new hangar at the Rowan County Airport 
passed unanimously.  
 
ADDITION 
7a.  Proclamation Declaring September 17-23, 2015 As Constitution Week 
(Pulled from Consent Agenda) 
Chairman Edds read the Proclamation Declaring September 17-23, 2015 As 
Constitution Week as follows:  
 

WHEREAS, September 17, 2015 marks the two hundred and twenty-eighth anniversary 
of the drafting of the Constitution of the United States of America by the Constitutional 
Convention; and 
WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to officially recognize this magnificent document and 
the anniversary of its creation; and 
WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to officially recognize the patriotic celebrations which 
will commemorate the occasion; and 
WHEREAS, public law 915 guarantees the issuing of a proclamation each year by the 
President of the United States of America designating September 17 through 23 as 
constitution week. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Rowan County Board of Commissioners 
does hereby proclaim September 17 - 23, 2015 to be  

CONSTITUTION WEEK 
in Rowan County and ask our citizens to reaffirm the ideals the Framers of the 
Constitution had in 1787. 

 
Chairman Edds said he had pulled the Proclamation was pulled from the 
Consent Agenda due to its importance.  Chairman Edds stated his wife was head 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), which was a large group, 
and she had asked for the Proclamation to be put on the agenda.   
 
Commissioner Pierce moved to approve the Proclamation.  Commissioner 
Greene seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
8.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENTS 
Finance Director Leslie Heidrick presented the following budget amendments for 
the Board’s consideration: 
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• Finance – To establish a budget estimating projected cost of 24/7 Building 
Inspection Program - $10,991 

• Finance – To recognize funds from FY 2015 for the Health Department.  
Reserved funds represent money received by a Department for a 
restricted purpose.  The funds that have not been spent by year-end are 
budgeted for expenditures in the new fiscal year - $58,000 

• Finance – To recognize reserved funds from FY 2015 for Parks & 
Recreation.  Reserved funds represent money received by a Department 
for a restricted purpose.  The funds that have not been spent by year-end 
are budgeted for expenditure in the new fiscal year - $37,466 

• Facilities Management and Parks and Recreation – Fee money collected 
for day camps is needed to pay for day camp supplies - $965 

• Finance – To recognize reserved funds from FY 2015 for Register of 
Deeds.  Reserved funds represent money received by a Department for a 
restricted purpose.  The funds that have not been spent by year-end are 
budgeted for expenditure in the new fiscal year - $173,668 

• Finance – To recognize unspent funds from FY 2015 for Rural General 
Public Transportation.  These funds represent money received from the 
Department of Transportation for a restricted purpose.  The funds that 
have not been spent by year-end are budgeted for expenditure in the new 
fiscal year - $20,618 

• Finance – To correct Sheriff’s Office reserves carried forward into FY 2016 
- $22,831 

• Social Services – To budget funds in new line item for purchasing food 
during community meetings and trainings (e.g. Community Child 
Protection Team, District Court Judges, and Rowan One Church One 
Child) - $2,200 

• Finance – To recognize Soil and Water reserved funds from FY 2015 and 
to reduce the State Soil and Water Grant Funding - $3,876 

• Finance – To transfer funds from RCCC Bond Construction Fire 
Improvements to RCCC Bond Construction Buildings - $341,283 

 
Commissioner Pierce moved approval of the budget amendments as presented.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Greene and passed unanimously. 
 
9.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
ADULT CARE HOME COMMITTEE 

• Cathy Ryerson has submitted her resignation. 
 
Commissioner Klusman moved acceptance of Ms. Ryerson’s resignation.  
Commissioner Pierce seconded and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
There are seven (7) vacancies. 

• Terry McCroksey Brandi has submitted an application for reappointment.  
The term is for three (3) years beginning October 1, 2015 and expiring 
September 30, 2018. 
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• Jamie Moose Kimmer has submitted an application.  The term is for one 
(1) year beginning September 1, 2015 and expiring August 31, 2016. 

 
Commissioner Pierce nominated Terry Brandi and Commissioner Caskey 
seconded.  The nomination passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Pierce nominated Jamie Kimmer.  Commissioner Caskey 
seconded and the nomination passed unanimously. 
 
CARDINAL INNOVATIONS HEALTHCARE SOLUTIONS 
There are two (2) vacancies and the following applications were received: 

• William Beilfuss for reappointment as a community stakeholder 
• William  McCubbins, III for reappointment as a family member 

 
The terms are for three (3) years beginning October 1, 2015 and expiring 
September 30, 2018. 
 
Based on an earlier email to the Board from Commissioner Klusman, 
Commissioner Greene moved to defer the appointments until the next meeting.  
Commissioner Pierce seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
PERSONNEL COMMISSION 
There are two (2) vacancies and the following have submitted applications: 

• Stephen Kidd for reappointment  
 
The terms are for four (4) years.  Mr. Kidd’s term would begin September 1, 2015 
and expire June 30, 2019.   
 
Commissioner Klusman nominated Stephen Kidd.  Commissioner Pierce 
seconded and the nomination carried unanimously.   

 
• Karen Ingram for reappointment 

 
Ms. Ingram has served two (2) terms and is not eligible for reappointment.  In 
order to reappoint Ms. Ingram the Board would need to waive the term limits set 
forth in the Resolution adopted by the Board in 2012.  This term would begin 
October 1, 2015 and expire September 30, 2019. 
 
Commissioner Pierce moved to waive the term limit for Ms. Ingram.   
 
In response to an inquiry from Commissioner Klusman, Commissioner Pierce 
discussed the hardships the Commissioners encounter when trying to fill 
vacancies on some of the advisory boards.  Commissioner Pierce also pointed 
out the Personnel Commission is one board that may go for several years 
without a need to meet.   
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Upon being put to a vote, the motion on the floor was seconded by 
Commissioner Greene and passed unanimously.   
 
Commissioner Klusman moved to reappoint Karen Ingram.  Commissioner 
Pierce seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
ROWAN COUNTY ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
There is one (1) vacancy for an alternate and the following application has been 
received: 

• Kevin E. May, Jr. 
 
The term is for three (3) years beginning October 1, 2015 and expiring 
September 30, 2018. 
 
Commissioner Pierce nominated Kevin May and Commissioner Klusman 
seconded.  The nomination passed unanimously.   
 
TOURISM DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
There is one (1) vacancy and the following has submitted an application: 

• Paul Steven Hall as an Owner of Tourist Accommodations representative  
 
The term is for two (2) years beginning September 1, 2015 and expiring August 
31, 2017. 
 
Commissioner Klusman nominated Paul Hall.  Commissioner Caskey seconded 
and the nomination passed unanimously. 
 
ROWAN COUNTY HOUSING AUTHORITY 
This appointment was tabled by the Board at the August 3, 2015 meeting. 
 
On November 3, 2014 the Board passed a Resolution (see attached) 
establishing dedicated seats on the Rowan County Housing Authority Board to 
serve the residents of Kannapolis and East Spencer.  Per the Resolution, the 
dedicated seat for Kannapolis shall become effective September 1, 2015. 
 
There is one (1) vacancy and per the Resolution this vacancy should be 
dedicated to Kannapolis.    

• Olin Miles has submitted an application as a resident of Kannapolis 
 
The term is for five (5) years beginning September 1, 2015 and expiring August 
31, 2020. 
 
Commissioner Caskey moved to appoint Olin Miles and Commissioner Pierce 
seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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ENOCHVILLE VFD FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
There are three (3) vacancies and the following have submitted applications: 

• Lois D. McCorkle for reappointment.  Ms. McCorkle has served two (2) 
terms as a commissioner and is not eligible for reappointment.   

• Lisa Griggs Joines for reappointment.  Ms. Joines is not eligible for 
reappointment as her term was waived in August of 2013 in order to serve 
a third term.  

• John Baxter Sims for reappointment.  Mr. Sims is not eligible for 
reappointment as his term was waived in August of 2013 in order to serve 
a third term.  

 
In order to reappoint the above applicants the Board would need to waive the 
term limits set forth in the Resolution adopted by the Board in 2012.  
 
Per the attached email Frank Thomason, Emergency Services Director, has 
requested the appointments to this Board be delayed in order for the Enochville 
VFD to have time to seek additional applicants for consideration. 
  
The terms are for two (2) years beginning September 1, 2015 and expiring 
August 31, 2017. 
 
Commissioner Klusman moved to table the appointments until October 5, 2015.  
Commissioner Greene seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
CITY OF KANNAPOLIS ETJ PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD 

• Leonard Beaver has submitted his resignation, having moved out of the 
ETJ area. 

• Conrad Sloop has submitted his resignation. 
 
Commissioner Greene moved, Commissioner Klusman seconded and the motion 
to accept the resignation of Mr. Beaver passed unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Greene moved, Commissioner Klusman seconded and the motion 
to accept the resignation of Mr. Sloop passed unanimously. 
 
10. CLOSED SESSION 
Chairman Edds said he read where citizens questioned the reasoning for Closed 
Session meetings.  For the sake of clarity, Chairman Edds read the permitted 
purposes for Closed Sessions in accordance with North Carolina General Statute 
143.31-8.11.  Chairman Edds said if the purpose to go into Closed Session did 
not meet one (1) of the nine (9) reasons stated, the Board could not discuss the 
matter.  
 
Chairman Edds moved at  3:47 p.m. for the Board to enter Closed Session  
pursuant to North Carolina General Statute §143-318.11(a)(4) to discuss an 
economic development matter, North Carolina General Statute § 143-
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318.11(a)(3) for attorney-client privileged communication, and North Carolina 
General Statute §143-318.11(a)(1) to consider approval of the August 17, 2015 
Closed Session minutes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Pierce   
and passed unanimously. 
 
The Board returned to Open Session at 5:06 p.m.   
 
Commissioner Pierce moved to accept the first amendment to the lease with 
Strategic Moves.  Commissioner Klusman seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Pierce 
moved to adjourn at 5:07 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Greene and passed unanimously. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
 

   Carolyn Barger, MMC, NCCCC 
    Clerk to the Board/ 

Assistant to the County Manager 
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