
Rowan County – Areas West of I-85 
Strategic Appendix   

1. Farmland Preservation Recommendations 
 
 Consider development of a county-wide farmland protection plan to reverse the 

decline of farmland 
 

• Rowan County may consider pursuing a Sustainable Community Innovation 
Grant through the United States Department of Agriculture to seek an 
increase in knowledge, build capacity, and make connections among on- 
and off-farm sustainable agriculture activities, economic and community 
development efforts, value-added activities, civic engagement, and local 
government policy. 

o This grant will help Rowan County identify specific strategies to help 
the local agricultural community and its political leadership 
develop a partnership to preserve county farmland 

o The deadline has passed for this year (was October 2007 – new 
date not established) 

o A regional partnership may be pursued with Iredell County 
• The development of rural farmland in Iredell will impact the 

development of rural farmland in Rowan.   
• The areas in between the rapidly developing I-77 corridors 

and I-85 should be considered together – as each will 
influence the other 

o Rowan County may consider other Sustainable Agriculture grants 
through USDA to include the Professional Development Program 
grant and Research and Education Grant 

o The deadlines  for these grants are June 1 and June 4, 2008 
o Regional partnerships are encouraged 
o A partnership with Iredell County should be considered 

 
o NC Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund 
o The deadlines  for these grants are the June 1 and June 4, 2008 
o Regional partnerships are encouraged 

 
 

 Explore Incentive Related Strategies to help local farmers continue farming 
 

• Examine current County taxation of farm present-use value property  
o County governments are authorized to tax forest, horticultural, and 

agricultural land at rates that reflect their present use, rather than at 
their higher appraised value, so long as those properties meet certain 
requirements.  

o The County may consider a status review of its Present Use Valuation 
Taxation  

 
• Consider establishing a “Lease of Development Rights” program 

o Program would be applicable to any farm that is currently registered 
under the voluntary agricultural program 
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o The property owner and county enter into a long-term agreement with 
a minimum of five years and in ten year increments from the minimum 

o The county would provide an annual payment to the owner in a sum 
equal to the amount of the property taxes collected for that property 

o By agreeing to the terms, the property owner can use their property for 
farming tax free – with a possible one-year notice for opt out 
(extended time based on payments and years of the agreements 

o This “lease of development rights” is being practiced by Cumberland 
County to protect “critical” or “important” lands adjacent to Fort 
Bragg 

 
• Promote educational opportunities for local farmers 

o County should continue to partner closely with existing providers, 
NC Department of Agriculture, NC Cooperative Extension, USDA 
and others 

• Help farmers develop sound financial and business plans 
• Identify new products and marketing strategies  
• Help coordinate grant writing and partnership with Iredell 

County 
• Provide opportunities for estate planning, legal issues and 

taxation to help farmers secure a future for the family farm 
• Continue to provide technical advice on agricultural 

practices 
 

• Pursue opportunities through the NC Farmland Preservation Trust Fund  
o Fund public and private enterprise programs that will promote 

profitable and sustainable farms by assisting farmers in developing and 
implementing plans for the production of food, fiber and value-added 
products, agritourism activities, marketing and sales of agricultural 
products produced on the farm, and other agriculture-related business 
activities.  

o Fund farmland conservation agreements targeted at the active 
production of food, fiber and other agricultural products.  

o Support the purchase of agricultural conservation easements, 
including transaction costs. 

 
 Promote economic development strategies that support agricultural related 

business and agri-tourism within Rowan County 
 

• Pursue the promotion and development of agriculture related businesses 
o Examine and consider ways the Rowan County Economic 

Development Commission can support new and emerging agri-
business opportunities for Rowan County’s rural areas 

o Develop incentives for agricultural related business 
o Provide opportunities for agricultural related business to partner with, 

receive access to some funding and recognition from the EDC in 
recruiting and expanding existing agri-businesses 
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• Pursue the promotion and development of agri-tourism opportunities   
o Identify existing agricultural tourism opportunities 

 For example, Patterson Farms and Lazy 5 Ranch are both regional 
agri-business and agri-tourism related attractions 

 
• Create and promote a “buy-local” program to encourage the purchase of 

Rowan County produce by Rowan County residents 
o Identify partners in the rural areas and adjacent municipalities to help 

promote this program with the assistance of NC Cooperative Extension 
and other organizations 

o Identify opportunities for Rowan County Government and local 
schools to purchase locally grown food 

 
• Create a plan to promote agricultural tourism in collaboration with the Rowan 

County Convention and Visitors Bureau 
o This plan could incorporate historical resources and become a 

Heritage Tourism plan for Rowan or Agricultural / Heritage Tourism 
Strategy 

o Historic Landmarks Commission would be an existing commission that 
may actively participate in the development of this plan 

 
 Consider establishing a County supported position to pursue implementation of 

these recommendations 
 

• It will be necessary for a key agency or individual within the structure of 
the County government to follow-up and shepherd the implementation of 
the study recommendations for farmland preservation. 

• The Planning Department already plays a role with the voluntary 
agricultural district program and may be an appropriate location for 
housing this function and supporting staff 

 
 

2. Economic Development: 

• Support the goals and objectives of the EDC while keeping in-step with the 
environmental and land use compatibility issues related to keeping a healthy 
and growing environment for all Rowan County residents. 

 
 

• Continue to promote and facilitate the use of identified commercial and 
industrial corridors 

 
 

• Identify special events to attract tourists to the county and provide activities for 
county residents 

o Build off of the NC Transportation Museum, local festivals, and historic 
attractions/sites/monuments. 

o Better utilize Yadkin River 
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 Develop ways to open access to the area 
 Identify new and improve existing access points 
 Promote opportunities for “paddle trails” and hiking/biking (multi-

use) trails with these areas 
o Examine potential trail development opportunities in public right-of-ways 

and easements where private land ownership is not involved 
 Potential grant monies and dollars available 
 New NC Thread Trail Initiative 

 

 

3. Community Facilities, Schools and Miscellaneous 
 

 Transportation 
 

• Proactively participate in transportation planning projects that may impact 
the future development of western Rowan 

o Conduct or encourage the MPO to conduct a detailed study of the 
future Jake Alexander Blvd. alignment and location along with the 
location and alignment of Airport Parkway 

 Alternative locations may provide better access and a key 
interchange to US 70 and future developable lands along US 70   

 Alternative locations for these two projects may provide for a 
“western outer loop” of the Salisbury 

 See example map below 
• Consider revising and improving access management strategies and shared 

parking strategies to mitigate potential impacts of commercial and 
residential development throughout the western Rowan area 

 Follow suggestions and recommendations included in the 
Commercial Development strategies listed in the Growth 
Management section 

 Follow best practices as NCDOT continues to improve and revise 
their road access standards 
 
 

 Schools 
 

• Strongly encourage participation of a School Board staff representative on 
the Technical Review Committee for major subdivisions 

o It is critical that adequate facilities be prepared for the future 
population living in western Rowan 

o Involvement early on by the schools may help raise “red” flags for 
major development approvals that the school system may not be 
prepared to handle. 

• Consider the implementation of an adequate public facilities ordinance 
and/or impact fee for major subdivisions  
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o The fees collected would be utilized to help fund the construction of 
necessary school facilities in western Rowan County 
 Reference Cabarrus County example 

 

 Recreation 
 

• The Master Plan adopted in 1996 has mostly been implemented and needs to 
be updated 

o With the increased population growth in western Rowan, a new 
recreation Master Plan should be conducted 

 The old Master Plan was projected through 2010 
o Standards are available that capture the basic recreational needs of 

a given population 
o By general observation, a need for additional recreational 

opportunities may be needed in the southern portion of the study area 
in the near future 

• As stated under the economic development strategy, opportunities should be 
explored for increased access along the Yadkin River 

• Develop ways to open access to the area 
• Identify new and improve existing access points 
• Promote opportunities for “paddle trails” and hiking/biking (multi-use) 

trails with these areas 
 

 Cultural & Historic Resources 
 

• Create a Heritage Tourism Plan for western Rowan in collaboration with 
Rowan County Convention and Visitors Bureau 

o A heritage tourism plan identifies the important historical landmarks 
and structures that make a place special and unique 

 This process would help identify all important cultural and 
historic resources within western Rowan 

o The plans often identify “driving tours” and regions with attractions 
based on themes specific to the history of a particular area, region or 
corridor 

o The identified routes or “heritage corridors” can become tourist 
attractions for visitors passing through or looking up things to see and 
do in North Carolina – specifically in Rowan County  

 Studies show the average dollar spent by a tourist visiting a 
historic attraction has a much higher multiplier effect on the 
local economy because the dollar being spent most likely is 
towards a local business that in turns spends their dollar locally 

 These tourists are also more likely to stay overnight in the 
community as well 

o The Historic Landmarks Commission could oversee this effort 
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