
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),  the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), along 
with Rowan County Emergency Services' Emergency Management Division are partnering once again to get the message out 
about the importance of preparedness for hurricanes and other possible disasters. All agencies are aggressively preparing for 
the upcoming hurricane season and continue to work closely with other federal, state, and local partners, the private sector, 
faith-based and voluntary organizations, and most importantly, the public, to get ready. 

President Obama recently designated May 22-28, 2011, as National Hurricane Preparedness Week, and called upon all 
Americans, especially those in hurricane prone areas as well as inland areas, to learn more about how to protect themselves 
against hurricanes and to work together, as a whole community, to respond to and recover from them. The Atlantic Hurricane 
Season runs from June 1-November 30.  
 
Local Emergency Management staff urges Rowan County citizens to use this week as an annual reminder to assess their 
personal readiness to respond to emergencies. "Our local preparedness and response teams can only be as prepared as the 
public is prepared", said Frank Thomason, Chief of Emergency Services, and the county's emergency management coordinator, 
"which is why it's important that individuals living in hurricane, tornado, or other prone areas take steps to prepare and protect 
their family."  

"We never know where the next hurricane or disaster will strike, but what we do know is that being prepared can make a 
world of difference, for individuals and their larger communities," said FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate. "In hurricane prone 
areas as well as inland areas, we urge the entire community to prepare now. There are a number of steps individuals, families, 
communities, churches and businesses can take to better protect themselves against hurricanes and other disasters." 

"Having a personal plan is not just for those living along the coast. Inland areas are just as vulnerable to the effects from 
hurricanes, including damaging winds, tornadoes, and especially, flooding," said Bill Read, director, NOAA's National Hurricane 
Center. 

Throughout the entire hurricane season it is important to know the risk for the area in which you are in and to stay informed 
of the latest weather information. "We strongly encourage having a battery-powered radio, like a NOAA Weather Radio as a 
critical first step", Thomason said.  "We can only look back to Hurricane Hugo and other storms to realize that Rowan County 
is not immune from these situations."  Everyone, should be prepared by checking personal preparations such as emergency kit 
supplies. More information on how we can all be prepared for this hurricane season can be found by visting 
www.readyrowan.org, the county's public preparedness website, or by clicking on the Open Link icon below.  

Businesses have a vital role in preparedness as well.  Putting a disaster plan in motion now will improve the likelihood that 
your company may recover from a disaster faster.  The ReadyROWAN! web site also outlines common sense measures 
business owners and managers can take to start getting ready. 

For information about the hurricane outlooks and National Hurricane Preparedness Week, visit 
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/outreach/prepared_week.shtml 

Click here to view the Presidential Proclamation on National Hurricane Preparedness Week.  
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