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Figure 3-1: Iredell Rowan Region Orientation Map
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3.2 Population and Demographics  
Iredell County is the largest participating county by area and it also has the largest population. Between 
2000 and 2010, Iredell County experienced growth by 30% whereas Rowan County experienced a 6.2% 
increase. Population counts from the US Census Bureau for 1990, 2000, and 2010 for both participating 
counties are presented in Table 3.2.  

Table 3-2: Population Counts for Participating Counties 
 

Jurisdiction 
1990 Census 
Population 

2000 Census 
Population 

2010 Census 
Population 

% Change 
2000-2010 

Iredell County 92,931 122,660 159,437 30.0% 

Rowan County 110,605 130,340 138,428 6.2% 

Source: US Census Bureau 

Based on the 2010 Census, the median age of residents of the participating counties is approximately 39 
years. The racial characteristics of the participating counties are presented in Table 3.3. Generally, 
whites make up most of the population in the region accounting for over 76 percent of the population in 
both counties.  The percentage of other races represented in both counties is about equal.   

Table 3-3: Demographics of Participating Counties 
 

Jurisdiction 

White, 
Percent 
(2010) 

Black or 
African 

American, 
Percent 
(2010) 

American 
Indian or 
Alaska 
Native, 
Percent 
(2010) 

Asian, 
Percent 
(2010) 

Native 
Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific 

Islander, 
Percent (2010) 

Other 
Race, 

Percent 
(2010) 

Two or 
More 
Races, 

percent 
(2010) 

Persons of 
Hispanic 
Origin, 
Percent 
(2010)* 

Iredell County 80.7% 11.9% 0.3% 1.8% 0.0% 3.4% 1.8% 6.8% 

Rowan County 76.5% 16.2% 0.3% 1.0% 0.0% 4.3% 1.6% 7.7% 

* Hispanics may be of any race, so also are included in applicable race categories 
Source: US Census Bureau 

3.3 Housing, Infrastructure, and Land Use  

3.3.1 Housing  
According to the 2010 US Census, there were 129,224 housing units in the Iredell Rowan Region, the 
majority of which are single family homes or mobile homes. Housing information for the participating 
counties is presented in Table 3.4. 
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Table 3-4: Housing Characteristics of Participating Counties 
 

Jurisdiction 
Housing 

Units (2000) 
Housing Units 

(2010) 
Seasonal Units, 
Percent (2010) 

Median Home 
Value (2006-2010) 

Iredell County 51,918 69,013 2.3% $168,300 

Rowan County 53,980 60,211 1.5% $127,200 

Source: US Census Bureau 

3.3.2 Infrastructure  

Transportation 
Two major interstates run through Iredell County.  Interstate 77 runs north to south and intersects 
Interstate 40 which runs east to west at the county seat of Statesville. There are three US highways that 
run through the county: 21, 64, and 70. Seven state highways also provide transportation through the 
county.   

Interstate 85 runs southwest to northeast through Rowan County. US Route 70 enters Rowan County 
from Iredell County and joins with US Route 29 in the City of Salisbury. The southeastern portion of the 
county is served by US Route 52 which connects the Towns of Gold Hill, Rockwell, and Granite Quarry. It 
joins Interstate 85 before reaching Salisbury. 

The Charlotte Douglas International Airport is the largest airport closest to Iredell Rowan Region. It 
offers non-stop commercial flights on nine airlines to over 50 destinations across the eastern US and 
Midwest as well as to several international destinations. It is approximately 42 miles from the center of 
the region. Lake Norman Airpark Airport and Statesville Regional Airport provide public service to Iredell 
County as well as several other private airports. Rowan County Airport provides public air services to the 
county and region as well as numerous private airports within the county. The Piedmont Triad 
International airport is another large airport that is also in close proximity to the region. 

Utilities  
Electrical power in the Iredell Rowan Region is provided by one public utility and two electricity 
cooperatives. Duke Energy Progress provides service to both counties. The electricity cooperatives 
servicing the region include United Energy Cooperative in both counties and Union Power Cooperative 
in Rowan County. Additionally, the Town of Landis operates a municipal ElectriCities Cooperative 
providing electrical services for its municipality, the northernmost section of the City of Kannapolis, and 
a small area of Southern Rowan County adjacent to Landis. 

The Iredell Water Corporation provides water and sewer service to the northern part of Iredell County 
south of the county seat, Statesville. It is a membership-owned, non-profit organization. The West 
Iredell Water Company services the other part of the county. Foothills Water and Sewer Inc. and Energy 
United Water Company also provide service in the county. Three of the municipalities, Statesville, 
Mooresville, and Troutman provide water service for their citizens as well. The Salisbury-Rowan Utilities 
Department provides water and wastewater services to the municipalities of China Grove, East Spencer, 
Faith, Granite Quarry, Rockwell, Salisbury, and Spencer in Rowan County. The Town of Cleveland 
provides their own water and wastewater services. The residents of Town of Landis are served by two 
entities, the City of Kannapolis and the Salisbury-Rowan Utilities Department. 
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SECTION 5: HAZARD PROFILES 
This section includes detailed hazard profiles for each of the hazards identified in the previous section 
(Hazard Identification) as significant enough for further evaluation in the Iredell Rowan Regional Hazard 
Mitigation Plan. It contains the following subsections: 

�x 5.1 OVERVIEW 
�x 5.2 STUDY AREA 
�x 5.3 ASSET INVENTORY 
�x 5.4 DROUGHT 
�x 5.5 EXTREME HEAT 
�x 5.6 HAILSTORM 
�x 5.7 HURRICANE AND TROPICAL STORM 
�x 5.8 LIGHTNING 
�x 5.9 THUNDERSTORM WIND / HIGH WIND 
�x 5.10 TORNADO 

�x 5.11 WINTER STORM AND FREEZE  
�x 5.12 EARTHQUAKE 
�x 5.13 LANDSLIDE 
�x 5.14 DAM AND LEVEE FAILURE 
�x 5.15 EROSION 
�x 5.16 FLOOD 
�x 5.17 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INCIDENTS 
�x 5.18 WILDFIRE 
�x 5.19 CONCLUSIONS ON HAZARD RISK 
�x 5.20 FINAL DETERMINATIONS 

 

44 CFR Requirement 

44 CFR Part 201.6I(2)(i): The risk assessment shall include a description of the type, location and extent of all-
natural hazards that can affect the jurisdiction. The plan shall include information on previous occurrences of 
hazard events and on the probability of future hazard events 

5.1 OVERVIEW 
This section includes detailed hazard profiles for each of the hazards identified in the previous section 
(Hazard Identification) as significant enough for further evaluation in the Iredell Rowan Region hazard 
risk assessment by creating a hazard profile. Each hazard profile includes a general description of the 
hazard, its location and extent, notable historical occurrences, and the probability of future occurrences. 
Each profile also includes specific items noted by members of the Iredell Rowan Regional Hazard 
Mitigation Planning Team as it relates to unique historical or anecdotal hazard information for the 
counties in the Iredell Rowan Region, or a participating municipality within them.    

The following hazards were identified:  

�x Atmospheric 
o Drought 
o Extreme Heat 
o Hailstorm 
o Hurricane and Tropical Storm 
o Lightning 
o Severe Thunderstorm (including straight-line winds) 
o Tornado 
o Winter Storm and Freeze 

�x Geologic 
o Earthquake 
o Landslide 
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�x Hydrologic 
o Dam and Levee Failure 
o Erosion 
o Flood 

�x Other 
o Hazardous Materials Incident 
o Wildfire 

5.2 STUDY AREA 
The Iredell Rowan Region includes two counties: Iredell and Rowan. Table 5-1 provides a summary table 
of the participating jurisdictions within each county. In addition, Figure 5-1 provides a base map, for 
reference, of the Iredell Rowan Region.   

Table 5-1: Participating Jurisdictions in the Iredell Rowan Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan 
 

Iredell County 
Harmony  Statesville 
Love Valley  Troutman 
Mooresville   
Rowan County 
China Grove  Landis 
Cleveland  Rockwell 
East Spencer  Salisbury 
Faith  Spencer 
Granite Quarry   
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*The City of Kannapolis is participating in the Cabarrus Stanly Union Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

Figure 5-1: Iredell Rowan Region Base Map 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































